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What We Do




The Center for Jewish Studies serves as an umbrella organization, encompassing and coordinating the many academic and extra-curricular programs in Jewish Studies at Harvard University.





Learn More about the Center
















Message from the Director
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Welcome Derek Penslar, New CJS Director




The Center for Jewish Studies welcomes its new Director, Derek J. Penslar, William Lee Frost Professor of Jewish History at the Department of History. Professor Penslar succeeds David Stern, Harry Starr Professor of Classical and Modern Jewish and Hebrew Literature and Professor of Comparative Literature, who directed the CJS since 2016. 
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Academics
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Undergraduate Studies
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Graduate Studies
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Courses









Explore Academics
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Fellowship Opportunities



The Center for Jewish Studies supports a number of fellowships and prizes for qualified undergraduate and graduate Harvard students, as well as an exchange program for graduate students in Jewish studies with The Hebrew University of Jerusalem.




We are also pleased to support and host research scholars, Visiting Professors and Lecturers in Jewish studies from outside Harvard.




More About Fellowships & Prizes









Recent News



	[image: ]
2024 Selma and Lewis Weinstein Prize in Jewish Studies for  Undergraduate StudentsApril 5, 2024Take advantage of this upcoming opportunity, and apply via CARAT: We are pleased to announce that the CARAT application portal has opened for The Selma and Lewis Weinstein Prize which is awarded for an outstanding essay in Jewish studies by a…
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Jewish Studies Fall 2024 Courses Page is now Live!March 27, 2024Fall 2024 course registration for returning students starts today, March 27, 2024, and Crimson Carts are open! Not sure which Jewish studies course t take? Can’t find out what’s available? Looking for a language class? Browse…

	NEW!!! CJS Graduate Student Conference FundingMarch 25, 2024CJS Graduate Student Conference Funding The Center for Jewish Studies at Harvard University has limited available funds to support qualified, enrolled Harvard University graduate students in Jewish studies (primarily GSAS) to participate in up to 2 conferences…
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Upcoming Events



        
            
	
		
							Apr

				15

					

		
							
					
						
							“Jewish Immigration Reconsidered” | A Symposium						
					

					
						On April 15, 2024 at 4:30 pm					

																			

					

	


        

		        
            
	
		
							Apr

				18

					

		
							
					
						
							Geoffrey Levin | “Seeing Another People: Historical American Jewish Encounters with Palestinians”						
					

					
						On April 18, 2024 at 4:15 pm					

																			

					

	


        

		        
            
	
		
							May

				01

					

		
							
					
						
							“Pernicious Prejudice: Scholarly Approaches to Antisemitism and Islamophobia”						
					

					
						On May 1, 2024 at 4:30 pm					

																			

					

	


        

		        
            
	
		
							May

				15

					

		
							
					
						
							Jews and Black Theory: Conceptualizing Otherness in the Twenty-First Century						
					

					
						On May 15, 2024 and May 16, 2024					

																			

					

	


        

		        
            
	
		
							May

				16

					

		
							
					
						
							Jews and Black Theory: Conceptualizing Otherness in the Twenty-First Century						
					

					
						On May 15, 2024 and May 16, 2024					

																			

					

	


        

		




All Upcoming Events













Giving to the CJS




The Center for Jewish Studies is very grateful to our donors for their generosity in supporting our endeavors. Those pursuing Jewish studies at Harvard University may benefit from a number of endowment and current use funds established over the years. New funds are formed continuously to support students and scholars in their pursuit for greater knowledge and achievement in this field. These may also support publications, events, other activities and administration at the Center for Jewish Studies.





Find out More About Giving
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Our Newsletter




Our office proudly presents annual or biannual Newsletters with comprehensive accounts of current work done at the CJS.











Join our Mailing List




Read the Latest Issues
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Harvard Center for Jewish Studies
6 Divinity Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02138
(617) 495-4326
cjs@fas.harvard.edu
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