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Justin McDaniel (PhD 2003) moved from Ohio University 

where he taught courses on Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Myth and Symbolism, Southeast 
Asian History, and the Study of Religion to the 
University of California (Riverside) where he is 
now on a tenure-track position in the 

Department of Religion and the Center for Southeast Asian 
Studies.  His research foci include Lao, Thai, Kheun, Pali, and 
Sanskrit literature, Southeast Asian Buddhism, and Indic 
philology. His recent publications appear in the Journal of the 
International Association of Buddhist Studies, the Journal of 
the Siam Society, as well as contributions to collected articles 
on Buddhism and Modernity, Fragile Palm-leaf Manuscript 
research, and Pali literature in Laos and Thailand. At present 
he is finishing his first book on the history of Buddhist 
education in Southeast Asia, and working on a study of 
Buddhism and protective magic in Bangkok. 
 
 

 
Glenn Wallis (PhD 1999) is currently Assistant Professor in 
the Department of Religion at the University of Georgia.  His 
new translation The Dhammapada : Verses on the Way was 
published last year by the Modern Library. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Academic Calendar 
SPRING 2005 

 
 Classes Begin  Feb 2 
 *President’s Day  Feb 21 
 Spring Recess  Mar 26- Apr 3 
 Spring Reading Period May 7-17 
 Final Exams  May 18-26 

*Memorial Day  May 30 
 COMMENCEMENT Jun 9 

*University Holiday 

 

 
PROJECT ON COMPARATIVE  MYTHOLOGY  

supported by the Asia Center 
 
The Asia Center has sanctioned a three-year collaborative 
and interdisciplinary research project on comparative Pan-
Asian mythology, organized by M. Puett and M. Witzel.  We 
are now entering the second year of the project. Fifteen 
local colleagues (so far) are joining in the effort:  E. 
Cranston,  R. Gimello, L. van der Kuijp, F. Marlowe, O. 
Skjaervo, P.-A. Beaulieu, P. Steinkeller, P. Machinist, W. 
Heinrichs, G. Nagy, K. Patton, J. Harris, Frank Marlowe,  
Hal Fleming,  and L. Sullivan. 
Aims 
* comparison of complete systems of local and regional 
mythologies, not --as customary-- a  comparison of 
individual myths. 
* establishing the underlying patterns of Pan-Asian 
mythology, especially those of cosmogony. 
Plan 
This is a three year project:  
*1st year: a pilot program in comparative mythology. We 
will concentrate on establishing some baselines, starting 
from a proposal made in Mother Tongue VI, 2001 that 
provides the outline of reconstructed, early pan-(Eur)Asian 
mythology. 
* 2nd, 3rd year:  extensive interdisciplinary work with 
geneticists, linguists and archaeologists. Ongoing work 
indicates emerging regional and pan-continental patterns, 
connections and exchanges reflecting the early settlement of 
Eurasia and patterns of early mythical thought, before and 
after the African exodus. 
Procedure 
Cooperation by specialists in various languages and cultures 
is absolutely necessary as to avoid the numerous mistakes 
commonly made due to lack of background in the fields 
involved.  We envision regular cooperation, and 
substantiation by repeated testing. 
Conference 
We plan a small conference each year, in conjunction with 
the yearly interdisciplinary Round Tables on Ethnogenesis 
in South & Central Asia, held in mid May since 1999. 
Web site 
Meetings, programs and initial results will be published on 
the project's web site: 
       http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~sanskrit/myth.html 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Photo Credits (reverse): 
Top: robes drying in the rain at a Wat in 
Chiang Mai, Thailand -- Photo by James 
McHugh 
Bottom: Namtrul Rinpoche in eastern Tibet -- 
Photo by Holly Gayley 



 

  

  

FFAACCUULLTTYY    AANNDD  SSTTAAFFFF  
 
♦Azhar Abbas   
Preceptor in Urdu-Hindi 
1 Bow Street, Rm. 322; 496-4749;  
 
♦Ali Asani, Head Tutor   
Professor of the Practice of Indo-Muslim Languages and 
Culture 
Barker Center #305; 495-5755; aliasani@fas 
                                                                                                   
♦Diana L. Eck  
Professor of Comparative Religion and Indian Studies 
Barker Center #307; 495-5781; dianaeck@fas                            
                                                                                                   
♦Naseem A. Hines   
Preceptor in Urdu-Hindi 
1 Bow Street, Rm. 323; 496-7196; nhines@fas  
                                                                          
♦Leonard W J van der Kuijp,  Chair  
Professor of Tibetan and Himalayan Studies  
1 Bow Street, Rm. 311; 496-6871; vanderk@fas                         
 
♦Lawrence J. McCrea   
Preceptor of Sanskrit 
1 Bow Street, Rm. 313; 384-7774; ljmccrea@fas 
 
♦Parimal G. Patil, Dir. of Graduate Studies 
Assistant Professor of the Study of Religion and of Sanskrit 
and Indian Studies 
Barker Center #414; 384-8938; ppatil@fas  
                                                                                                   
♦Michael Witzel (on leave 04-05) 
Wales Professor of Sanskrit 
1 Bow Street, Rm. 318; 496-2990; witzel@fas 
 
♦Nathan Swanson  
 Department Administrator 
 1 Bow Street, Rm. 312; 496-8570; Sanskrit@fas. 
   Fall 2004 Academic Calendar 

Degree Application Deadlines 
♦For the March 9, 2005 degree: 
     Submit Degree Application by Dec 1, 2004 

   Submit Thesis and Certificate by Jan 28, 2005 
♦For the June 9, 2005 degree: 
     Submit Degree Application by April 1, 2005 
     Submit Thesis and Certificate by May 27, 2005 

 Classes Begin  Sep 20 
 *Columbus Day  Oct 11 
 *Veteran’s Day  Nov 11 
 *Thanksgiving Recess Nov 25-28 
 *Winter Recess  Dec 22- Jan 3 
 Fall Reading Period   Jan 4-14 
 *Martin Luther King Day  Jan 17 
 Midyear Exams  Jan 15-25 
 Second Half-Year begins Feb 2 
                *University Holiday 
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