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Nice Folks: On the Right Track?
By Mike Nizza

What an encouraging piece of news to arrive on 
Wednesday, the day that nice folks everywhere 
begin questioning whether their altruism is for 
naught: “Harvard study finds that nice guys do 
finish first.” 

The “guys” in this case were 100 college students 
who played thousands of games of prisoner’s 
dilemma, a favorite non-zero-sum game of 
economic theorists. But this study, which was 
published in Nature, added a twist: retaliation. 

Instead of the one-on-one game lasting one decision 
— cooperate or betray — the betrayed party was 
allowed to return the favor and then some. For 
example, the player who lost 20 cents in a game 
could decide to take away 40 cents from the winner.

“Our finding has a very positive message,” Professor Martin Nowak told The Daily 
Telegraph of London. “In an extremely competitive setting, the winners are those 
who resist the temptation to escalate conflicts, while the losers punish and perish.”

The researchers, alas, cannot vouch for results outside the ivory tower, Mr. Nowak 
told The Associated Press. For now, nice guys finish first and the vengeful are losers, 
but only in science experiments. As for everywhere else, your opinion is as good as 
any.
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Does holding out for goodwill pay off in the 
end? (Photo: Carlos Osorio/AP)

Details notwithstanding, researchers found that those prone to retaliation were also 
prone to losing in the long term — they had less money at the end of the game.
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notes on the news, science 

I’ll use the information to predict that Obama wins out over not so 
nice HillBillary.

Also, as I want to be nice myself, please don’t publish this till 
everybody else has had their say. 

Are these actual nice guys or the resentful, hate-filled jerks who call 
themselves Nice Guys while whining about how girls don’t want Nice 
Guys? 

Richard Dawkins talks about the evolution of moral behavior using 
similar examples from across the animal world. Interesting stuff. 

Noblesse Oblige lives! 

;) 

Until I see Bush and Cheney in orange jumpsuits, I shall remain 
skeptical. 

I am not surprised. As they say…

What goes around, comes around. 

“Details notwithstanding, researchers found that those prone to 
retaliation were also prone to losing in the long term — they had less 
money at the end of the game.”

I would pay a king’s ransom to get back at some of the jerks I’ve met 
in my time who took advantage of my being nice…always at my own 
expense. 

Interesting that the first post about ‘nice guys’ is used to bash Hillary, 
begging the question, were these ‘nice GUYS’, y’know, men, or ‘nice 
guys’ like in ‘you guys’, ie women too?

Let’s hope the ‘nice guys finish first’ results are true and include 
women, and that either Obama or Clinton or both win to wake us up 
from the national nightmare the ‘mean guys’ (including Condi Bush) 
in the Bush Inquisition have dreamed up for us.

A woman’s work is never done. 

Remember the old adage: 
“The (posterior) you kick today may be the (posterior) you kiss 
tomorrow.” 

Obviously, insurance companies, corporations, political leaders, and 
government agencies (FEMA) are guided by the same principles as 
those embodied by the Harvard study. This explains their 
warmheartedness, willingness to give more rather than less, and 
their overall saintliness. Yes, these academic studies are so 
fascinating. Give me “Sophie’s Choice” over “The Prisoner’s 
Dilemma” any day. 

To play devil’s advocate, one must address the facts of a billion-year 
experiment largely claiming otherwise; why else “resist the 
temptation?” 
P-values aside, I suppose the devil’s in the details, however details 
don’t make for cutesy articles :) 

#1 Nice guy in Nice: 
I think the “moral” of this story is it pays to be nice. Name calling 
probably doesn’t fit into the “nice” category, so let’s hope Obama 
isn’t taking pointers from the not-so-nice segment of his entourage. 

Just a bunch of Pro-Nice propaganda! 

In an extremely competitive setting, the winners are those who resist 
the temptation to escalate conflicts, while the losers punish and 
perish.”-Prof Martin Novak

What better proof required than the live example of GWB vs Obama, 
or GWB vs Ahmadinejad ,while the temptation to escalate continues 
just waiting for the loser to perish. 

but Charlene, girls DON’T want nice guys! Now go home and play 
with your barbies.

Just kidding about the barbies (seriously). But I really wasn’t kidding 
about the first line. The vast majority of women, like the vast 
majority of men, want something a lot more than “nice” and they 
notice (and tend to be attracted to) people who stand out from the 
crowd for one reason or another. These people aren’t always the 
nicest, and if they are it probably isn’t that quality that got them 
noticed.

I consider myself a very nice guy and always have been. But I, as the 
smart, shy, slightly chubby, quiet guy, didn’t get any attention from 
women. But then I started working out heavily and even took up 
dancing. A few years later I was the confident, Ivy-educated, dancer 
guy with the 6-pack abs who, oh yeah, also happens to be really nice–
I couldn’t fight them off with a stick then. I’m just sayin is all… 
people are shallow.

Anyhow, I found a woman who thinks my brain is my sexiest part. :-) 

I think human beings are more capable of being co-operative than 
they are given credit for. 
The whole idea of ‘win at all costs’, which I think is an American 
phenomenon, is not the way human beings naturally behave. They 
compete, yes, but at a certain point, they co-operate if the natural 
instincts are given a chance to prevail. 
Ruth Beazer 

“Details notwithstanding, researchers found that those prone to 
retaliation were also prone to losing in the long term — they had less 
money at the end of the game.”

Nice guys end up, in the end, with more money, but money corrupt, 
so no more Mr. Nice Guy. 

One person’s opinion:

The rat race is over. The rats won.

Washington DC 

Charlene:

How the heck do you think we got that way? 

Mr. Prince retired CEO of Citigroup I’m sure is a nice guy. As are all 
the financial wise-guys that graciously consented to make subprime 
variable rate loans million times over to the underpriveleged and 
vulnerable. Sensibilities are heart rendering. Offering the American 
dream even for a short period of time. Chokes me up to think about 
the ‘niceness.’ 

Sean Hannity
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