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Education

1974 B.A. Wilfrid Laurier University (Waterloo, Ontario; Religion and Culture,
honours)

1979 Ph.D. Harvard University (Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations; degree
awarded with distinction)

Employment

1978-83 Assistant Professor, Departments of Middle East Languages and Cultures, and
History, Columbia University

1983-88 Associate Professor of Semitic Philology, Department of Near Eastern Languages
and Civilizations, Harvard University

1985-86 Visiting Associate Professor, Department of Near Eastern Studies, Johns Hopkins
University

1988- Professor of Semitic Philology, Department of Near Eastern Languages and
Civilizations, Harvard University; Director of Graduate Studies, 1989-91,
2003-05; Chair, 1991-95, 2004

Professional Activities

Member of the American Oriental Society; American Schools of Oriental Research; Linguis-
tic Society of America; North American Conference on Afroasiatic Linguistics

Co-editor of Harvard Semitic Studies

Editorial Boards: The Biblical Resource Series; Folia Orientalia; Hebrew Studies; Languages
of the Ancient Near East; Semitic Handbook Series

Member of the Executive Committee, Semantics of Ancient Hebrew Database Project

Fellowships
Institute for Advanced Study, The Hebrew University, Jerusalem, 2001-02
John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, 2005-06
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Publications

In Press

“Arabic and the Northwest Semitic Languages,” with Rebecca Hasselbach, in Encyclopedia of
Arabic Language and Linguistics (ed. Kees Versteegh; Leiden: Brill).

“qatil and goatil Nouns in Biblical Hebrew,” in F'S Moshe Bar-Asher (ed. Steven E. Fassberg and
Aharon Maman; Jerusalem: Magnes).

“Arabic Cats,” in Classical Arabic Humanities in Their Own Terms: Festschrift for Wolfhart
Heinrichs on His 65. Birthday from His Students and Colleagues (ed. Michael Cooperson
and Beatrice Gruendler; Leiden: Brill).

“Languages of the Ancient Near East,” in The New Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible (ed.
Katharine D. Sakenfeld; Nashville: Abingdon).

2007

“Some Aspects of the Cleft in Semitic Languages,” with Na’ama Pat-El, in Studies in Semitic
and General Linguistics in Honor of Gideon Goldenberg (Alter Orient und Altes Testament
334; ed. Tali Bar and Eran Cohen; Miinster: Ugarit-Verlag) 325-42.

“Bible — Translations: Ancient Translations: Ethiopic,” in Encyclopedia Judaica, 2nd ed. (ed.
Fred Skolnik; Jerusalem: Keter / Detroit: Macmillan) 3.601-2.

“Michael Patrick O’Connor,” with Jo Ann Hackett, in SBL Forum June 27 2007 (http://sbl-
site.org/ Article.aspx?Articleld=693).

“Comments on Yushu Gong, ‘Graph-Typology of Ancient Chinese and Sumerian Writing
Systems — A Comparative Perspective,” in Oriental Studies (Peking): Special Issue:
Collection of Papers on Ancient Civilizations of Western Asia, Asia Minor and North Africa
(2006; appeared 2007) 109-15.

2006

“On the Etymology of the Hebrew Relative $e-,” in Biblical Hebrew in Its Northwest Semitic
Setting: Typological and Historical Perspectives (ed. Steven E. Fassberg and Avi Hurvitz;
Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns) 103-25.

“Proto-Semitic and Proto-Akkadian,” in The Akkadian Language in its Semitic Context:
Studies in the Akkadian of the Third and Second Millennium BC (ed. G. Deutscher and
N.J.C. Kouwenberg; Leiden: NINO) 1-18.

“Hebrew Verbs I-w/y and a Proto-Semitic Sound Rule,” in Memoriae Igor M. Diakonoff (Babel
und Bibel 2; Orientalia et Classica, Papers of the Institute of Oriental and Classical Studies 8,
Russian State University of the Humanities; ed. L. Kogan, N. Koslova, S. Loesov, and S.
Tishchenko; Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2005 [appeared 2006]) 459-74.

“Biodiversity Corner: Swamp Milkweed Leaf Beetle,” in Carlisle (Ma.) Mosquito, July 21, 2006
p- 14.

Henry David Thoreau: Speaking for Nature, with Richard K. Walton. DVD. Concord, MA:
Three Rivers Productions.
2005

“Features of Central Semitic,” in Biblical and Oriental Essays in Memory of William L. Moran
(ed. Agustinus Gianto; Biblica et Orientalia 48; Rome: Pontificio Istituto Biblico) 155-203.

“William L. Moran,” with Tzvi Abusch, in Archiv fiir Orientforschung 50 (2003/2004, appeared
2005) 511-12.
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A Grammar of Akkadian, second edition (Harvard Semitic Studies 45; Winona Lake, IN:
Eisenbrauns).

Key to A Grammar of Akkadian, second edition (Harvard Semitic Studies 46; Winona Lake, IN:
Eisenbrauns).

“Johann Heinrich Hottinger,” in Elementale Quadrilingue (ed. J. F. Coakely; Oxford: Jericho
Press) 1-4.

“Reflexes of *qatl Forms in Ga“az,” in Semitic Studies in Honour of Edward Ullendorff (ed.
Geoffrey Khan; Leiden: Brill) 26-36.
2004

“Afro-Asiatic,” in The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the World’s Ancient Languages (ed. Roger D.
Woodard; Cambridge: Cambridge University Press) 138-59.

“Akkadian and Eblaite,” with Christopher Woods, ibid. 218-87.
Translation of “Ancient South Arabian,” by Norbert Nebes and Peter Stein, ibid. 454-87.

“Hammurabi,” in Berkshire Encyclopedia of World History (ed. William H. McNeill; Great
Barrington, MA: Berkshire) 3.882-84.

“YOS 2/ADbB 9 no. 40, 20-21: Distributive Possession in an OB Letter,” in Nouvelles Assyriologi-
ques Breves et Utilitaires 2004/4 no. 87 (p. 88).
2003

Leaves from an Epigraphist’s Notebook, by Frank Moore Cross; co-editor with Jo Ann Hackett
(Harvard Semitic Studies 51. Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns).

Amarna Studies, by William L. Moran; co-editor with Shlomo Izre’el (Harvard Semitic Studies
54; Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2003).

Revision of Robert Hetzron, “Semitic Languages,” in Oxford International Encyclopedia of
Linguistics, second edition (general ed. William J. Frawley; Oxford/New York: Oxford
University Press) 4.29-33.

“Akkadian A and West Semitic *k,” in Studia Semitica (ed. Leonid Kogan; Orientalia: Papers
of the Oriental Institute, 3 [Alexander Militarev volume]; Moscow: Russian State University
for the Humanities) 102-19.

“The Alphabet on a Late Babylonian Cuneiform School Tablet,” with Frank Moore Cross, in
Orientalia 72: 223-28.

Review of Frangoise Briquel-Chatonnet, ed., Mosaique de langues, mosaique culturelle: le bilin-
guisme dans le Proche-Orient ancien, in Journal of Near Eastern Studies 62: 294-98.
2002

“lzuzzum and itizlum,” in Riches Hidden in Secret Places: Ancient Near Eastern Studies in
Memory of Thorkild Jacobsen (ed. Tzvi Abusch; Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns) 161-85.
“Bibliography of Thorkild Jacobsen,” with Tzvi Abusch, ibid., ix—xvii.

“Introduction,” in Beyond Babel: A Handbook for Biblical Hebrew and Related Languages (ed.
John Kaltner and Steven L. McKenzie; Resources for Biblical Studies, 42; Atlanta: Society of
Biblical Literature) 1-18.

“Comparative Semitic Linguistics,” in Israel Oriental Studies 20 (Semitic Linguistics: The State
of the Art at the Turn of the Twenty-First Century, ed. Shlomo Izre’el): 119-50.
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“Hebrew and Aramaic,” with Jo Ann Hackett, in The Biblical World (ed. John Barton; London:
Routledge) 2.3-24.

Review of T. Muraoka and B. Porten, Grammar of Imperial Aramaic, in Journal of the
American Oriental Society 122: 604-7.

Review of Mireille Hadas-Lebel, Histoire de la langue Hébraique: Des origines a l'époque de la
Mishna, 4th ed., in Journal of the American Oriental Society 122: 651-52.

2001

Review of Gary Beckman, Texts from the Vicinity of Emar in the Collection of Jonathan Rosen,
in Orientalia 70: 133-36.

Review of Robert Hetzron, ed., The Semitic Languages, in Journal of the American Oriental
Society 121: 148-49.

Historiography in the Cuneiform World: Proceedings of the XLV¢ Rencontre Assyriologique
International; co-editor with T. Abusch, P.-A. Beaulieu, P. Machinist, P. Steinkeller
(Bethesda, MD: CDL Press).

% %

“Introduction,” “Dialects of Aramaic,” “Orthography and Phonology,” “Glossary,”
“Bibliography,” and additions, in Thomas O. Lambdin, An Introduction to the Aramaic of
Targum Ongelos (Cambridge, MA: Department of Near Eastern Languages and
Civilizations, 1995); Korean translation, Grammatica Targumica, by Chulhyun Bae (Seoul:
Hannim).

Preface, in Chulhyun Bae, The Targum of Genesis (Seoul: Hannim).

2000

]

“Old South Arabian Inscriptions in the Harvard Semitic Museum,” in The Archaeology of
Jordan and Beyond: Essays in Honor of James A. Sauer (ed. Lawrence E. Stager, Joseph A.
Greene, and Michael D. Coogan; Studies in the History and Archaeology of the Levant, 1;
Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns) 196-206.

Key to A Grammar of Akkadian (Harvard Semitic Studies 46; Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns),
second, revised printing.

A Grammar of Akkadian (Harvard Semitic Studies 45; Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns), third,
revised printing.

“Proto-Semitic Language and Culture,” in The American Heritage Dictionary of the English
Language, 4th edition (Boston: Houghton Mifflin) 2056-59.

“Appendix II: Semitic Roots,” ibid. 2062-68.
Etymologies of words of Semitic origin, ibid., passim.

“A $a bala-a Tablet,” with Tonia M. Sharlach, in Journal of Cuneiform Studies 52: 123-25.

1999

“Ugaritic Words in Syllabic Texts,” in Handbook of Ugaritic Studies (ed. W. G. E. Watson and
N. Wyatt; Handbuch der Orientalistik 39; Leiden: Brill) 134-39.

“The Akkadian Letters,” ibid. 375-89.

“On the Etymology and Meaning of Hebrew nabi’,” in Eretz Israel 26 (Frank Moore Cross
volume; ed. Baruch A. Levine, et al.): 88*-93*.
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“A Cuneiform Lexical Text from Ashkelon with a Canaanite Column,” with W. H. van Soldt, in
Israel Exploration Journal 49: 184-92. Reprinted in Ashkelon I, ed. L. E. Stager and D.
Schloen (Harvard Semitic Museum, 2002).

1998

A Grammar of Akkadian (Harvard Semitic Studies 45; Atlanta: Scholars), second, revised
printing.

“Notes on Ras Shamra-Ougarit VII” (review article of P. Bordreuil, ed., Une bibliothéque au
sud de la ville: les textes de la 34° campagne (1973). Ras Shamra — Ougarit VII), in Syria 74
(1997; appeared 1998): 213-20.

“What is Aramaic?,” in Aram 7 (1995; appeared 1998): 265-86.

“A Grammar of Amarna Canaanite” (review article of Anson F. Rainey, Canaanite in the
Amarna Tablets, 4 volumes), in Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 310:
59-77.

1997
A Grammar of Akkadian (Harvard Semitic Studies 45; Atlanta: Scholars).
Key to A Grammar of Akkadian (Harvard Semitic Studies 46; Atlanta: Scholars).

“Akkadian,” in The Oxford Encyclopedia of Archaeology in the Near East (ed. Eric M. Meyers;
New York: Oxford) 1.44-49.

“Emar Texts,” ibid. 2.239-40.

“Akkadian Grammar” (review article of W. von Soden with W. Mayer, Grundriss der
akkadischen Grammatik, 3rd ed.), in Orientalia 66: 434-44.

“The Form i-na-a-ku-um-mi in KBo 15 iii 59,” in Nouvelles Assyriologiques Bréves et Utilitaires
1997/4 no. 139 (pp. 129-30).

1996
“A Byblos Letter, Probably from Kamid el-Loz,” in Zeitschrift fiir Assyriologie 86: 97-113.

“New Directions in the Study of Semitic Languages,” in The Study of the Ancient Near East in
the Twenty-First Century: The William Foxwell Albright Centennial Conference (ed. Jerrold
S. Cooper and Glenn M. Schwartz; Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns) 251-72.

1995

“sam: The Semitic Languages. An Overview,” with A. Rippin and W. Heinrichs, in
Encyclopedia of Islam (Leiden: Brill) 8.1007-11.

“Semitic Languages,” in Civilizations of the Ancient Near East (ed. Jack M. Sasson; New York:
Scribners) 4.2117-34.

“OBCT Hamrin Basin no. 21,” in Nouvelles Assyriologiques Bréves et Utilitaires 1995/4 no. 106
(pp. 92-93).

“No $ukunu at Ras Shamra,” in Nouvelles Assyriologiques Breéves et Utilitaires 1995/4 no. 107 (p.
93).

“Introduction,” “Dialects of Aramaic,” “Orthography and Phonology,” “Glossary,” “Biblio-
graphy,” and revisions to main text in Thomas O. Lambdin, An Introduction to the
Aramaic of Targum Ongelos (Cambridge, MA: Department of Near Eastern Languages and
Civilizations).
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1994
Review of J. Levi, Die Inkongruenz im biblischen Hebrdisch, in Hebrew Studies 35: 174-81.

1993

“The Development of the Third Person Suffixes in Phoenician,” in Maarav 7 (1991): 183-94
(Gevirtz volume, part I; appeared 1993).

“The Twentieth North American Conference on Afroasiatic Linguistics,” in Orientalia 62: 11-13.
“Meskene (Imar/Emar), A. Philologisch,” in Reallexikon der Assyriologie (ed. D. O. Edzard;
Berlin/ New York: de Gruyter) 8.83.
1992

“Languages: Introductory Survey,” in The Anchor Bible Dictionary (ed. David Noel Freedman;
New York: Doubleday) 4.155-70.

“Hurrian,” ibid. 4.216-17.

“Historical Phonology and the Hebrew Piel,” in Linguistics and Biblical Hebrew (ed. Walter R.
Bodine; Society of Biblical Literature; Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns) 209-29.

“The Twentieth North American Conference on Afroasiatic Linguistics,” in Languages of the
World & Linguistic News Lines 5/3: 59-60.

1991

s

“Remarks on the Classification of the Northwest Semitic Languages,” in The Balaam Text from
Deir ‘Alla Re-evaluated. Proceedings of the International Symposium held at Leiden 21-24
August 1989 (ed. ]. Hoftijzer and G. van der Kooij; Leiden: Brill) 282-93.

“More on Kl.ersetu at Emar,” in Nouvelles Assyriologiques Breves et Utilitaires 1991/2 no. 58 (p.
39).

“Further South Semitic Cognates to the Akkadian Lexicon,” in Semitic Studies in Honor of Wolf
Leslau on the Occasion of his Eighty-fifth Birthday November 14th, 1991 (ed. Alan S.
Kaye; Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz) 1.690-713.

1990

Lingering over Words: Studies in Ancient Near Eastern Literature in Honor of William L.
Moran; co-editor with I. T. Abusch and P. Steinkeller (Harvard Semitic Studies 37; Atlanta:
Scholars).

1989

The Akkadian of Ugarit (Harvard Semitic Studies 34; Atlanta: Scholars).

1988
“The Early Hebrew Prefix-Conjugations,” in Hebrew Studies 29: 19-23.

“The Museum of World Cultures Elamite Brick,” in Discoveries (Newsletter of the Museum of
World Cultures, UNC Wilmington): February 1988.

Articles “Ctesiphon,” “Cuneiform,” “Elamite,” in The Encyclopedia of Asian History (ed. A. T.
Embree; New York: Scribner’s / London: Collier Macmillan).
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1987
Ugaritic Vocabulary in Syllabic Transcription (Harvard Semitic Studies 32; Atlanta: Scholars).
“‘Stative,” Predicative, Pseudo-Verb,” in Journal of Near Eastern Studies 46: 215-32.

“The Feminine Plural Jussive in Old Aramaic,” in Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenlindischen
Gesellschaft 137: 266-77.

“Northwest Semitic Vocabulary in Akkadian Texts” (review article of D. Sivan, Grammatical
Analysis and Glossary), in Journal of the American Oriental Society 107: 713-25.

“Three Notes on Akkadian Morphology,” in “Working with No Data”: Semitic and Egyptian
Studies Presented to Thomas O. Lambdin (ed. D. Golomb; Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns)
181-94.

“Thomas O. Lambdin,” ibid. ix—xii.
Review of W. R. Garr, Dialect Geography of Syria-Palestine, 1000-586, B.C.E., in Journal of
Biblical Literature 106: 529-33.
1986
“On Verbless Clauses in Akkadian,” in Zeitschrift fiir Assyriologie 76: 218—49.
“RS 15.86 (PRU 3, 51f.),” in Ugarit-Forschungen 18: 169-71.
“RS 19.55 (PRU 4, 293b),” in Ugarit-Forschungen 18: 453.

Review of A. Abou-Assaf, P. Bordreuil, and A. R. Millard, La statue de Tell Fekherye, in
Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 261: 91-95.

Review of F. E. Greenspahn, Hapax Legomena in Biblical Hebrew, in Bulletin of the American
Schools of Oriental Research 264: 88-90.

“Note breve (**$ana’is),” in Revue d’Assyriologie 80: 191.
“Texts and Fragments” (an Ur III tablet in the collection of the Museum of World Cultures, UNC
Wilmington), in Journal of Cuneiform Studies 38: 245.
1985

“Biblical Notes on Some New Akkadian Texts from Emar (Syria),” in The Catholic Biblical
Quarterly 47: 428-34.

“A Dt Stem in Ugaritic?” in Ugarit-Forschungen 17: 402.

1984
“On Breaking Teeth,” with Jo Ann Hackett, in Harvard Theological Review 77: 259-75.

1983

“Asseverative *la- and Hypothetical */i/law in Semitic,” in Journal of the American Oriental
Society 103: 569-93.

“Five Tablets from the Vicinity of Emar,” in Revue d’Assyriologie 77: 11-43.

1982
“El-Amarna Letter 252,” with Baruch Halpern, in Orientalia 51: 227-30.

Review of R. Caplice, Introduction to Akkadian, with Daniel C. Snell, in Bibliotheca Orientalis
39: 122-31.
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1981

“Akkadian Evidence for Case-vowels on Ugaritic Bound Forms,” in Journal of Cuneiform
Studies 33: 199-205.
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Presentations at Professional Meetings

“Syrian Akkadian in the Late Bronze Period: a Study in Dialectology,” American Schools of
Oriental Research, Annual Meeting; Chicago, December 1984.

“The Feminine Plural Jussive in Old Aramaic,” Society of Biblical Literature, Annual Meeting;
Anaheim, November 1985.

“On the So-called ‘Stative’ in Akkadian,” American Oriental Society and North American Con-
ference on Afroasiatic Linguistics, Annual Meetings; New Haven, March 1986.

“Hebrew and Northwest Semitic Grammar,” Society of Biblical Literature, Annual Meeting;
Atlanta, November 1986.

“Observations on Ugaritic Vocalism,” American Oriental Society and North American Confer-
ence on Afroasiatic Linguistics, Annual Meetings; Los Angeles, March 1987.

“Historical Phonology and the Hebrew Piel Form,” Society of Biblical Literature, Annual
Meeting, Boston, December 1987.

Panelist, “Recent Research on the Verb in Biblical Hebrew,” National Association of Professors of
Hebrew, Annual Meeting, Boston, December 1987.

“Northwest Semitic Vocabulary in Akkadian Texts from Emar,” American Oriental Society,
Annual Meeting; Chicago, March 1988.

“Remarks on the Classification of the Northwest Semitic Languages,” Deir Alla Symposium,
Rijksuniversiteit te Leiden, Netherlands; August 1989.

“The Development of the Third Person Pronominal Suffixes in Standard Phoenician,” Society of
Biblical Literature, Annual Meeting; Anaheim, Calif., November 1989.

Respondent, discussion of Huehnergard, Ugaritic Vocabulary, Society of Biblical Literature,
Annual Meeting; Anaheim, Calif., November 1989.

“New Directions in the Study of Semitic Languages,” The Study of the Ancient Near East in the
21st Century: The William Foxwell Albright Centennial Conference; Johns Hopkins
University, Baltimore, May 1991.

Convener, North American Conference on Afroasiatic Linguistics, Harvard University, April
1992.

“Sonorants, Laryngeals, and Akkadian ersetum,” Workshop in Semitic Linguistics; The Institute
for Advanced Studies, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, August 1994.

“What is Aramaic?,” Aram Society Conference, Harvard University, June 1996.

“The Cuneiform Fragment from Ashkelon,” with Wilfred van Soldt, Society of Biblical Literature
Annual Meeting, Orlando, November 1998.

“Comparative Semitic Linguistics,” Semitic Linguistics: The State of the Art at the Turn of the
Twenty-First Century, Tel Aviv University, Tel Aviv, January 1999.

“Features of Central Semitic,” Research Group on Biblical Hebrew in Its Northwest Semitic
Setting, The Institute for Advanced Studies, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, April
2002; seminar, Department of Linguistics, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, May 2002.

“On the Etymology of the Hebrew Relative $¢-,” final Conference, Research Group on Biblical
Hebrew in Its Northwest Semitic Setting, The Institute for Advanced Studies, The Hebrew
University of Jerusalem, June 2002.

“Proto-Semitic and Proto-Akkadian,” The Akkadian Language in its Semitic Context: The
Second Leiden Symposium, University of Leiden, December 2004.
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“Cleft Sentences in Semitic Languages,” with Na’ama Pat-El, American Oriental Society Annual
Meeting, Philadelphia, March 2005.

“Hebrew Verbs I-w/y and a Proto-Semitic Sound Rule,” American Oriental Society Annual
Meeting, Philadelphia, March 2005.

“Updating the Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew Lexicon,” with Jo Ann Hackett, Society of Biblical
Literature Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, November 19 2005.

Invited Lectures

Discussion of “The Royal Archives of Ebla,” New York Society of the Archaeological Institute of
America and Education Department, American Museum of Natural History, May 18 1979.

“The City and Texts of Emar, Syria,” International Institute for Mesopotamian Area Studies, Uni-
versity of California, Los Angeles, February 26 1983.

“Akkadian Texts from Emar,” Doctoral Seminar, Department of Near Eastern Languages and
Civilizations, Harvard University, March 10 1983.

“Languages and Peoples of Ancient Syria,” Ancient Syria: Crossroads of Civilizations, Johns
Hopkins University, October 26 1985.

“Western Peripheral Akkadian,” Departmental Seminar, Near Eastern Studies, Johns Hopkins
University, February 1986.

“Discoveries at Emar: New Light on Biblical Society,” American Friends of the Israel Exploration
Society, Rockville, Maryland, June 17 1986.

“Aspects of Biblical Society in the Light of Ancient Syrian Texts,” Bernard Boyd Memorial
Lecture, University of North Carolina at Wilmington, February 23 1989.

“Babel in Canaan: The Peoples and Languages of Ancient Syria-Palestine,” Adult Scholars
Enrichment Series, University of North Carolina at Wilmington, February 24 1989.

“Frank Moore Cross, Scientific Humanist,” Symposium in Honor of Frank Moore Cross, Harvard
University, April 22 1992.

“The Origins of the Hebrew Language,” with Jo Ann Hackett. Bernard Boyd Memorial Lecture,
University of North Carolina at Wilmington, March 29 1995.

“What is Aramaic?,” Seminar in Ancient Near Eastern Studies and Egyptology, Oriental
Institute, University of Oxford, January 28 1997.

“Comparative Semitic Grammar,” a series of six lectures. Oriental Institute, University of
Oxford, Trinity Term 1997.

“Qu’est-ce que I’araméen?” Seminar in Aramaic studies, College de France, February 17 1997.

“Akkadian in the West: A Survey of Peripheral Akkadian Dialects and Texts,” London Center
for the Ancient Near East, Occasional Seminars in Assyriology, School of Oriental and
African Studies, University of London, March 11 1997; Assyriology Seminar, Babylonian
Collection, Yale University, April 20 1998.

“How Should One Write an Introduction to Semitic Linguistics?” Seminar, Vakgroep Talen en
Culturen van het Nabije Ossten, Faculteit der Letteren, Rijks Universiteit Leiden, March 20
1997.

“Silver from the Souk: Semitic Loanwords in English,” the W. F. Albright Lecture, The Johns
Hopkins University, April 11 2000; Harvard Semitic Museum lecture series, Harvard
University, May 2 2001.

“Grammaticalization and Etymology: The Hebrew Relative Particle se-,” Semitic Philology
Workshop, Harvard University, October 2 2003.
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“Trees and Waves: On the Classification of the Semitic Languages,” the Annual Semitic
Philology Lecture, University of Cambridge, May 25 2004; Semitic Philology Workshop,
Harvard University, December 2 2004.

Comments on Professor Yushu Gong, “ ‘Sign-Typology’ of Ancient Chinese and Sumerian
Writing Systems — A Comparative Study,” Harvard-Yenching Institute, Harvard
University, December 1 2004.

“The Early History of the Alphabet,” International Conference — 1600th Anniversary of the
Creation of the Armenian Alphabet, Harvard University, October 29 2005.



