James FFarwell Coakley

Degrees B.A., Harvard University, 1968;
B.A. in theology, Cambridge University, 1972; M.A. 1978;
Ph.D. in theology, Cambridge, 1978.

Occupations Lecturer in Religious Studies, Lancaster University, 1976-90; then Senior
Lecturer, 1990-3;

Fellow of the John Rylands Research Institute, John Rylands University
Library of Manchester, 1990-1;

Visiting Scholar, Wolfson College, Oxford, 1984 and 1991-2;

Senior Lecturer in Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations, Harvard
University; also Cataloguer in Houghton Library, 1993-

Principal publications
1. Syriac studies

“The Old Man Simeon (Lk 2.25) in Syriac Tradition’, Orzentalia Christiana Periodica 47
(1981), 189-212

“The Church of England and the question of a Nestorian bishop for Malabar 1894-7’,
Ostkirchliche Studien 30 (1981), 28-331

“The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Assyrian Mission and the consecration of mar
Abimalek Timotheus of Malabar’, Symposium Syriacum 1980 (Orientalia Christiana
Periodica 221; Rome 1983), 203-12

‘A Syriac version of the letter of Cyril of Jerusalem on the vision of the cross’, Analecta
Bollandiana 102 (1984), 71-84

“The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Assyrian Mission Press: a bibliography’, Journal of
Semitic Studies 30 (1985), 35-73

ed., W. A. Wigram: a fragment of autobiography, printed by myself (Lancaster1985)
‘Pobedonostsev and Riley: a conversation of 1889’, Sobornost 8 (1986), 42-50

‘The Explanations of the Feasts of Moshe bar Kepha', IV Symposium Syriacum 1984
(Orientalia Christiana Analecta 229; Rome 1987), 403-10

“The House of Mar Shimun 1820-1920°, Nineveh 11 (1988), 3-5



‘Typology and the birthday of Christ on 6 January’, V' Symposium Syriacum 1988
(Orientalia Christiana Analecta 236; Rome 1990), 247-56

‘Some Syriac Types at Oxford and Cambridge’, Matriz 10 (1990), 181-91

The Church of the East and the Church of England: a history of the Archbishop of Canterbury’s
Assyrian Missionn (Oxford University Press 1992). Reviews in Journal of Theological

Studies n.s. 44 (1993), 777-81 etc.

‘A catalogue of the Syriac and Karshuni manuscripts in the John Rylands Library’,
Bulletin of the John Rylands University Library of Manchester 75 (1993), 105-207

‘Yaroo M. Neesan, “A missionary to his own people”, Aram 5 (1993), 87-100

‘A list of Assyrian villages in Persia, August 1893’, Journal of the Assyrian Academic
Society 7:2 (1993), 41-55

"Syriac manuscripts at Harvard: an on-line catalogue’ in G. Riraz ed., Proceedings of the
First International Forum on Syriac Computing (Cambridge 1995), 41-50

‘Edward Breath and the typography of Syriac’, Harvard Library Bulletin 6 (1995), 41-64

“The first modern Assyrian printed book’, Journal of the Assyrian Academic Society 9:2
(1995), 30-1 with 2 illustrations.

‘The Church of the East since 1914°, Bulletin of the John Rylands University Library of
Manchester 78 (1996), 179-98

ed., F. F. Irving, Christmas at Gavilan (Jericho Press: Oxford 1998)
ed., William Cureton, An ancient colophon (Jericho Press: Oxford 1999)

“The patriarchal list of the Church of the East’, in G. J. Reinink and A. C, Klugkist eds.,
After Bardaisan: studies on continuity and change in Syriac Christianity in honour of
Professor Han J. W. Drijvers (Leuven 1999), 65-83

articles “W.A. Wigram’ and ‘E. L. Cutts’ for the New Dictionary of National Biography,
torthcoming

‘Mar Elia Aboona and the history of the East Syrian patriarchate’, Orzens Christianus 85
(2001), 119-138

review of J. Joseph, The Modern Assyrians of the Middle East in Hugoye 5: 1 (2002)

‘Printing in Syriac, 1534-1984’, in Sprachen des nahen Ostens und die Druckrevolution
(Mainz 2002)

Robinson’s Paradigms and Exercises in Syriac Grammar, 5th edition (Oxford 2002).

‘Bishops of the Church of the East 1861-1918: an Index’, The Harp 15 (2002), 197-204.



translation of Zacharias the Scholastic, Life of Severus of Antioch in J. W. Coakley ed.,
Readings in world Christian history (2004), 176-183

records for MSS Syriac 1-191 (in Houghton Library) on HOLLIS (Harvard’s on-line
public-access catalogue; done 1994-2004)

The typography of Syriac (Oak Knoll Press & the British Library 2006)

‘Manuscripts for sale: Urmia 1890-2°, Journal of Assyrian Academic Studies 20:2 (2006), 3-
17

‘Mushe bar Kepha and a lost treatise of Henana of Adiabene on Palm Sunday’, Le
Muséon, forthcoming.

2. Other subjects (selection; 1998-2007 only)

‘Printing offices of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions’,
Harvard Library Bulletin n.s. 9:1 (1998), 5-34; also “The ABCFM collection at
Harvard’ on pp. 3-4.

The Harvard B.A. degree diploma 1813-2000, Jericho Press (printed) for the Harvard
College Library, 2000.

ed., Rodney G. Dennis, trans., The Epistle of Secrets (Jericho Press: Oxford 1998).
‘Homan Hallock, punchcutter’, Printing History, 2003.

ed., Thomas Cranmer, The Collects of the First English Prayer Book 1549 (Jericho Press:
Oxord 2002).

ed., O Sacred Head: a hymn_for Passtontide (Jericho Press: Oxford 2003).

ed., Elementale quadrilingue: a philological type-specimen (Ziirich 1654) (Jericho Press:
Oxford 2005).

ed., Family Graces (2nd ed., Jericho Press: Oxford 2006)



