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PREFACE

KURDISH BELONGS to the Westernlraniangroupof the Indo-Iranianbranch
of the Indo-Europeariamily. Thetwo principal branche®f modernliterary
Kurdish are (1) Kurmaniji, the languageof the vast majority of Kurds in
Turkey, Syria, Armenia, and Azerbaijan,the areadesignatedby Kurdish
nationalistsas ONorthKurdistan,Qwith an estimatedpfteento seventeen
million speakersand(2) Sorani,thelanguageof mostKurdsin Iraq (four to
six million speakersandlran (Pveto six million speakers)the areadesig-
natedas OSoutlKurdistan.G\lthoughthe two areclosdy related Kurmaniji
and Soraniare not mutually intelligible and differ at the basic structural
level aswell asin vocabularyand idiom. Since Kurdish is fairly closely
relatedto and has been massivelyinBuencedby Pessian, the dominant
literary andculturallanguageof the areafor the lastmillennium,Kurdish is
best approached with a basic knowledge of Persian.

While Kurmanijiis still far from beinga unibed,normalized,or standard-
izedlanguageSoranihasbeenthe secondbfbciallanguageof Iraq sincethe
creaion of thatcountryafter World War | andhasmanydecade®f literary
activity behindit. In Iran, Kurdish hasneverbeenaccordedofbcial status,
butin Iranian Kurdistantherehasbeennoteworthypublicationin Kurdish,
particdarly afterthe Iranianrevolution.The areain which Soraniis spoken
in Iran is more or lessthe region designatedas Kurdistan. Outsideof that
areasouthto Kermanshatandeastasfar asBijar, thelanguagés knownas
Gorani,or SouthSorani,which is a Mischsprachethat is basicallyPersian
in structure but Kurdish in vocabulary.

The readings,chosento give samplesof a broadrangeof prosewriting
rangingfrom fairy talesto the internet,are providedwith running glosses
beneaththe texts, andthe glossesn the readingsare also containedin the
KurdishBEnglistvocabuary at the endof the book. Wordsconsideredo be
absolutelybasicvocahulary arenot glossedn the notes,sinceit is assumed
that thesewords either are known alreadyor will be actively acquiredby
looking them up in the vocabularyin the back. Generallywords are not
glossedmorethanoncein the notesbecauseanyword encountereé second
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SORANI KURDISH

time shouldbe learnedactively. Words are glossedafter the brstinstance
only if theyarecorsideredrareenoughto warrantbeingignoredfor acquisi-
tion. BecauseSoraniKurdish dictionariesare not easily obtainable| have
madethe vocabularyas large as possible.Ilt containsaround4,000words,
which represent a basic working vocabulary for the language.
For dictionaries of Sorani, the following may be consulted:
Hazh%otklanb%e.n&or’na: Farhang-i Kurd"BF%ors2 vols. Tehran:Su-
rzsh, 1368[1989]. With debnitionsin both Kurdish and Persian,
this is by far the most comprehensivalictionary of Kurdish, but
Kurmaniji words are also included without any differentiation.
Hazh%daised!"insteadof " for Z; otherwisethe orthographyis stan-
dard.
McCarus,ErnestN. KurdishBEnglistDictionary, Dialect of Sulaima-
nia. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1967.
Qazzaz,Shabq. The SharezoorKurdishBEnglishDictionary. Erbil:
Aras, 2000.
Sulaym%on, Mustaf#@rheng” zarawey zanis8ulaymani, 2001.
Wahby, Taubg. A KurdishBEnglishDictionary. Oxford: Clarendon
Press, 1966.
An on-line Sorani dictionary is available at www.namonet.com.
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The Phonology of Sorani Kurdish

Vowels:

O C N«

N

e 0
%o

is like the Oeetd Obeeténd Otree,iternational PhoneticAlphabet
(IPA) [i], as inh”ch[hitS] Onothing.O

is like the Oi0 in Obit,® IPA$ ingirtin [gIrEtld Oto take®

is like the Qaifd Obait, @A [e], without the y-offglide of English,asin

hez[hez] Opowerd

is like the Oath Obat, A [Q], asin tanaka[tQnQEkQ Otincan,Gex-
cept(1) in the sequencew, whereit is pronounced«], (2) whenit is

followed in the samesyllableby y, in which caseit is pronounced «],

asin tanakakay[tQnQkQEk«y Ohistin can,Gand (3) whenit is fol-

lowedby y but not in the samesyllable,in which caseit is pronounced
[B, as intanakayeKtQnQEkEyekOa tin can.O

is like the ©000 in Oboot,OupAg ingZr [guR Ocalf®

is like the Oud in Oputd and Opullldh) EAHgurg [gURHOwolfO

is like the Ooaid Oboat,PA [0], without the w-offglide of English,as
in go! [gor] Olevel®

%o is like the Oal in OfatherO and ObalnAd®m§%igA Ocowd

Consonants:

bilabial labiodentaldental/alveolapalatal velar uvular glotto-pharyngeal

plosive p t k q
b d g
fricative f S kh " h
% z gh



SORANI KURDISH

sh ch
zh j
nasal m n
approximants W Yy
Rap, trill r,!
laterals | #

ch

is like the ObO of Engli$hA [b]

is like the OchO in Ochurch,Ot8PA [

is like the OdO of Engli$hA [d]

is like the OfO of EnglisRA [f]

is the hard Og0 of English in Ogo0 and Ogef,O IPA [

is a voiced velar fricative, IPA [A], like the Arabic Z it rarely occurs

word-initially andis usuallyreplacedby kh in borrowedwords(e.g.{
ghamOgrief® kham) word-bnally it is often in free variation wikh.
is like the OhO of Engli$hA [h]

whereit exists(accordingto regionaldialect:fairly generalizedn Iraq,
rare in Iran), it is a voicelesspharyngealfricative, IPA [!], like the
Arabicl ; otherwise it is not distinguished fram

is like the OjO in Ojudge,O dZA [

is like the OkO of Engli$RA [k]

is a voicelessvelar fricative, IPA [x], like the ch in GermanBachand
the Arabic}

is a liquid OIO [I] as in Persian, like the OIO in Olee®

is like the dull Ol®@f Englishin Oall{y ]; in someareasit is a lateral
fricative, like the Il of Welsh[4; it doesnot occur word-initially (cf.
gul OleperO wigu#ORowerO acklil OfortyO witthi#OstalkO)

is like the OmO of Eng|isRA [m]

is like the Ond of EnglishA [n]



PHONOLOGY
is like the OpO of EnglishA [p]
is a voiceless uvular stop, like the ArabiclPA [q]
is a Rap as in Persian and lItalian, IF floes not occur word-initially
andrr aretrills, IPA [r], like the rr of Spanish(cf. khor [xoR OsunO
with kho! [xor] Obloodé@ndbar [bQR Obreastfith ba! [bQr] Orugd);
all initial rOsare trilled (vemal stemsbeginningwith r are trilled re-
gardlessof prebPxesasin loysht Ohavent@and daloysht Ohavas go-
ing0)
is like the OsO of English in O#RA, (3]

sh is like the OshO in Oship,OIPA [

y
z

is like the OtO of Engli$RA [t]
is like the OvO of Engli$RA [v], but it is of rare occurrence in Sorani

is like the EnglishOw@xceptbeforee, i, and”, whenit is a closeback
unrounded semivowel, IPAL[], like the Oud in Frermiire andhuit.

is like the OyO of Engli$RA [j]
is like the OzO of Engli$hA [z]

zh is like the French OjO and the OgO in Obeigd,O IPA [

Stress.All nounsandadjectivesare stressean the Pnalsyllable:tanakt

[tQnQEKQ OtincanOgawrt [g«wERRObigOWhen encliic endingsare
added, stressremainson the bnal syllable of the baseword: tanaktyek
[tQnQEKEyekOdin canCtanaktyeki gawrt [tQnQEKEyekg«wErQ Oaig
tin canOThe debnitesufbxis stressedtanakayakftQnQkE/QEkQ Othéin
can.O

The hierarchy of stress in verbs is as follows:

(1) The negative prebxesna- and n%o-asin nfchz [EnQtJudOheadidnOt
go0 and%o«ch&nAt3edhe doesnOt go.O

(2) Preverbdike war-, ha#; and d%q-asin wirge%emEwQRgerAnOI
returnegChidagirim [EnQAdQgIR]Ipick up,Gand d%oe«n”shtifEdAniS
tim] Ol sat dow®



SORANI KURDISH
(3) The modal prebxegd)a- and bi- asin dtb’nim[EdQhilm] Olseed
andb’b’nim[Eblbinin Olet me se@
(4) Whenthereareno prebxeson bniteverbalforms, the bnalsyllable

of theverbstemis stressedasin h%o«tifEhAtlj Othegame@ndk'rdibet-
m%onawkEkIRdIbetmAnwQ] Othat we have opened it.0

(5) Theinbnitive is stressen the Pnalsyllable, asin h%ot'fhAEtlH Oto
come.O

The Writing System
The Kurdo-Arabic alphabet consists of the following letters:

* alif &d G € g

* b G 2) (f v Ol

w P " (+v.2) K #

n t 0! T o T m
d s $z Z gh 9 n
T S zh %o f 3w

S ch <v s Ev ® h

| " Z sh ~q .y

} kh ® s * Kk ‘Mhamza

Lettersin parenthesesre not normally used. Some writers occasionally
OinportOthesespecibcallyArabic lettersfor usein words borrowedfrom

Arabic, eventhoughthe vowels are written in the Kurdish manner.Thus,
kh%o.sata®eseciallyifrom theArabic"“|""L}, usuallywritten 998, ""U may
bewritten BB "U andkhatOline@rom the Arabic ® “D, usuallywritten

n5“4 maybewritten as f 5“4 Therearevery few doubledconsonantin

Kurdish; thefew thatexistarewritten with a doubleconsonantasin — ®'N
sh%o#%odNilling.OOAyr('b is almost always retainedin Arabic words
("“Bnadn@meaningid® 25™MaratOArabdi) Iraqthe Oayiis usually
pronouncedsit is in Arabic;in Iranit is eithera glottal stopor a prolonga-

4



PHONOLOGY

tion of a preceding vowel, as in Persian.
The vowels are written as follows:
a is written (1) word-initially with hamza+ pnalh, as in DMh

(2) elsewhereavith a bnal(or alone)h, asin '5RRarand P&
dam

%ois written (1) word-initially with hamzat alif, asin n’S'MW%ar, al-
ternatively, withalif-madda as inN’S Sewd%et

(2) elsewhere with aalif, as in'] b%or
e is written (1) word-initially with hanza + y with a caretabove,asin

ZfMN%ora

(2) elsewhere witly with a caret above, as infmer
is written (1) word initially asalif, as in3#imlo

(2) elsewhere is notindicatedin thewriting systemasin oe
bir and B"“‘"Ogirtin; it is theonly vowel notindicatedin
the writing system (see below)

is written (1) word-initially withhamza + yas inZ $4r
(2) elsewhere witly, as inXF'r
is written (1) word-initially ashamza+ v%o.wvith a caretabove,asin
a

o

(2) elsewhere with a%cwwith a caret above, as it BRr
is written (1) word-initially ashamzat+ v%oevasin MMned;altgma—
tively initial u canbewritten asalif + v%ovasin 1'Y8*
umed

c

(2) elsewhere with on&%owas in (Rur

7 is written with twow%os, as in C{Rﬁr.

Thevoweli of theiz%ofas writtenasy ( ) attachedlirectly to wordsend-
ing in lettersthat join to the left. Thus, kurdak%om kurdist%om Oer%dthe
Kurdsof Iraqi KurdistanOis written: ~*7M4=&()!j 2&) whenaddedo
words endingin lettersthat do not join to the left, they is written in the
alone form, as itanaka i gawraktwritten 5250588

Thetrilled ! is indicatedby a caretoveror underther, asin S 5D
plokaOairplane.O Since all initidk are trilled, they are rarely marked.

5



SORANI KURDISH

The Odulll,Ocalled1%om ga#awOfatOin Kurdish, is indicatedby a caret
over thel, as in%%‘a#av.v

The only illogicality in the systemlies in the writing of the sequencee
whichis written 5\ asthoughit wereya, asin n%.mayekritten ® 55# and
5\’8&0y-For this and other orthographic peculiarities and variants, see a41.

The letterswith their variousinitial, medial,Pnal,andaloneshapesreas
follows (thosemarkedwith an asteriskdo not connectto the left and are
followed by an initial or alone form):

NAME ALONE FINAL MEDIAL INITIAL
alif* * *
alif + madda(initial only) S
hamza § § o ‘M
b . ©' ‘J ‘R
p ., at & ‘D
t n - ‘2 ‘F
s T ®" v ‘o
j ~ + 0 3
ch S g ‘o ‘q
: | j H
kh } N ‘1t ‘D
d & 7 7 &
7* , (o} (o} ,

- ' N¢ N¢ '

I* o) > > 0
z* $ »* »* $
zh* S Y4 Y S
s < Yo' £/ ‘
sh Z A > ‘N
s . A ‘Al ‘|

z . Al ‘A ‘A
: . A E



>

5 3 % @ xa < +~a ON

T 3

y

Vowels:

a
%0
e

i

HFWOA4XQM™ " IFH8\°N —+:

U *H

Wwao

PHONOLOGY

E;
E:
[
I‘
mc
Ql
ON‘
O:
x¢
Us
B:
(l
5;
Yc

&
P
.
B
S
E
&
-4
2
U
C.
0

(¥

‘E
i
‘b

¥
‘d
‘0
‘k
‘H
‘8

oM
Il.M
‘W

‘M
+M
(M
IM



THE GRAMMAR OF SORANI KURDISH

SUBSTANTIVES

o 1. The Absolute State of the Noun. A Kurdishnounin theabsolutestate,
i.e. without any endingof anykind, givesa genericsenseof the noun.lt is

alsothe Olexical@rm of thenoun,i.e. theform in which a nounis givenin

a vocabuary list or dictionary. The absolutestateis normally usedfor the
genericsenseasin NP2 J%owaasha Ocoffeds blackCand 5Q 712 Rafr

sp” aOsnow is whiteO.

o 2. The Indebnite State. The sign of the indebnitesingular (Oa,any,
someQ}¥ anunstresseenclitic-(y)+k (i.e. O'l-+k afterconsonantand® 5\
-yek after vowels) added to the end of the absolute singular noun.

3Eoy%saOmand > A 3Bpy%ovk Oa mand
SO'YozhOdayd > O$8'rozhrk Oa dayd
" &arguddoor®d >* S\ &argouek Oa doord
S#Hhsmdletterd > ¢ BHhsomak Oa letterd
Among the modibersthat demandthat a following noun be indepniteare

T84chandOdew, 3 ¥BChamzOevery,Bchi Owhat? &hd' SChar Geach,0
asin

O|$73é:hand py%el a few men
O|Sq¢501am2 roziak every day
b 525@\% 1%opalgek? what page?
5\VBaar 1%gek each direction

The constructionEi zor Omanya lot ofQalso takesa precedingindebnite
singdar noun:



SUBSTANTIVES
'Ciﬁ@() kurdek i zor a lot of Kurds
'USﬁGﬁ)y%ovk i zor many men
Theindebniteplural is formedby adding-%.rto the absolutesingular.If the
absolutesingularendsin -%ctheindepPniteplural endingis -y%o.nNounswith

absolute singularsendingin -a, like n%.maform the indepbniteplural by
dropping the Pnala and adding%.n

3"§)y%ow > 93"6py%o9eor(some) men
"@&arg%o > 93@&51rg%6%or(some) doors
5#{1%oma > o# :n%ol%or(some) letters

asbBMhark > 9‘E55’-M1ar”k%or(some) Americans

a 3. The DePnite State. Singularnounsare madedepbnite(Othe®) adding
the sufpx -(a)kt (i.e. -akt after consonantsuy, e, and”, and -kt after the
vowelsa, %oando). The combination”ak? often resultsin a vowel contrac-
tion toek} soméimes so spelled in Kurdish.

%y%ow > 5@"6py%owk¢ the man
acbBMhark > SEEBBMharkakt the American
. 3kt%ow” > S8BtIktsoveik the student
P &e > S8&eakt the village
"m&arg%o > SGQ&arg%ei the door
5#41%0”’]& > 56#!:1%07'71@: the letter

The debniteplural is madeby adding(a)k%orto the singular,i.e. by chang-
ing the-(a)kt of the debnite singular tga)k%.n

5ﬂﬁ)y%owaki > 9 iB"@py%owk%onhe men

S8Cki%owaks > 9 i&@kt%ovﬂk%onhe students
5dé&arg%ok¢ > 9 iéa&arg%e%orthe doors
5H#$%omak¢ > 9 i5#t=1%ome%orthe letters



SORANI KURDISH

o 4, Demonstratives. As attributive adjectivesthe demonstrativegOthis,
thatOgnvelopthe nounsthey modify. OThis® X ‘Y& B “nE(y)t, and
Othat® 5“YE BMWE(y)t. Theformsof nounsenvelopecby demorstra-
tives are the absolute singular and the indepbnite plural.

3"ﬁ)y%ow BEbM py%owthis man,%M py%ow¥%ethese men
. 3¢i(t%uW" 53@5% kt%owt'this student&éﬂBM kt%ow"%sthese students
"@&arg%o S\ HM darg%est this door,58@5M darg%oy%ethese doors
5#i%oma %#{'EM n%omgt that Ietter,58:35M n%.m%pthose letters

The demonstrativqe)ronounsareSf-BMn:tOthis,58¢5Mn%on®theseZﬂ|V|
awi Othat,0 abM%.nHthose.O

o 5, Attributive Adjectives: The Open Adjectival 1z%.fa The attributive
adjedive following a nounthatis (1) absolutesingular,(2) indebnitesingu-
lar, or (3) indePniteplural is linked to the noun by the unstressedowel i
(calledthe iz%cfarowel). The iz%ofas written as  addeddirectly to words
that end in joining letters or an aloneafter non-joining letters.

Z] AT Gotel i b%osh good hotel
% Z] é%otel-k i b%osh a good hotel
% Z] I adBhotel%on i b%osh (some) good hotels
o) 1/4C'B#|=1%oma i drezh long letter
% 1/4@%#1{1%omayok i drezh a long letter
% 1/4@“&:n%om%on i drezh (some) long letters

o 6. PossessionThe Iz%.faConstruction. The sameiz%.farowel i links the
two parts of a possessive construction and is equivalent to the English Oof.0

® 558"é!é @@kt%ow”ak%on i qut¥%obkh%otize students of a school
yek

! This alsohasthe genericsenseasin Ogoochotelsare hardto PndCGor Oagood
hotelis hardto bnd.(t contrastawith the following indepPnitehoteleki b%.shasin

Othere is a good hotel on the corner.O
10



SUBSTANTIVES

238D I\Eah&aaki i aw py%owt that manQOs village
55|& 2§| SKn#hotakdon i py%owak%on the houses of the men of
deakt the village
558"é'fﬂjﬁ&arg%ok¢ i ch%oykh%onakthe door of the teahouse
2816 MS; 2 &arsak%on i am ki%owt  the lessons of this book

o 7. Attributive Adjectives with Demonstratives and DepPnites: The
Close 1z%.faConstruction. When noun-adjectiveconstructionsare envel-
opedby the demonstrative®r modibedby the debnitesufbx, the linking
vowel changego a. The indebniteis, of course,excludedfrom this cate-
gory.

SHI\WC{hoteI a b%osh}akt the good hotel

0

8 5[\%(35% {hotel a b%osh}t this good hotel

0 SEEEEWpy%oW aamar’k}akf  the American man

8 SEas5REDHM {py%ow a amar’k’}+ that American man
(‘? 568"5M&ars%on a %os%ontakt the easy lessons

8 58"5M&3% {dars%on a %0s%on}t these easy lessons
(‘? 56:5,582&ars%on a sakht}akt the hard lessons

8 55,582&% {dars%on a sakht}f those hard lessons

If the nounin a closeiz%.faonstructionendsin -a, thelinking a is omitted,
as in the following:

9 W"éﬁ@ﬂobkh%ona ibtid%94# the elementary schools
5@558"@(‘:1&oykh%ona gawra}kt the big teahouse
P68 "dBah {ch%oykh%ona gawrahthis big teahouse

9 Qm%atawa yekgirtz}ak%o.n the United Nations

! ibtid%o"ak%emay contractto 9\I “SVRotid9%eek%dror the contractior’a > e,see
042,
11
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The envelopmentof the demonstrativeis extendableindebnitelyand in-
cludes all matter immediately related to a demonstrative phrase.
'&\‘) 'éSBM‘T&ﬁRo tw%on’nam {dy%.r” in order to enable this
XPBCH"CY «irdin i jeg%o i M"r Gaw- claribcation of Mir
ra}yt GawraOs position

Closeiz%o.f&onstructiongnay be mixed with openiz%ofaonstructionsasin
the following:

SN 5 . ﬁﬂmé{ch%oykh%ona gawrakt} i the big teahouse on the

"N 5@5, sar {shaq%.m a sarak” major street in town
ak} i sh%or

o 8. Attributive Adjectives with DePnite Nouns. Attributive adjectives
modfying debPnitenounsalso arelinked to the nounby the iz%.favowel i,
but the placment of the debnite sufpx, both singular and plural, is variable.

-[D,! 5, 28arsak%ori saknt 1
55:5,582&ar§%mra sakhaki .i the hard lessohs
9 |5|:5 , 5: 2 &ars a sakhik%on

~—

~~

Nounbadjectiveonstructionsn which the iz%.fas embeddedthe second
andthird examplesabove),whereplural anddepPnitesufbxedall at the end
of the iz%.feDstring, epresent very close connection,inseparablén the
mind of the speaker, between noun and adjective.

! Thesethreeexamplesall havethe samemeaningin English, but they connote
differentaspect®f noun-adjectivdinkageto the speakeof Kurdish. —IDS ! i 5 '2&
darsak%ocnsakhtarethelessongaboutwhich we alreadyknow), which happento be
hard,not necessarilyn contrasto anythingelse.%—‘[ﬁ, 58 ' 2 8ars%oa sakhtak:
pointsout the specipdessonghatarehard,asin 58" 255 _' '&3?@_' 2&
PRIIBVIYSTS darsi chworam darsi hawtamdars%oa sakhtakdi amkt%ewin
Olessofour andlessorseverarethe hardlessonsin this book.¢0 |5-‘|:5, 5, '28ars
a sakhtak%ds Othehardlessons@sopposedo, say,9 iEB, "I\ﬂ, "2 8ars a %ostiak%on
Otheeasylessons,@herethe adjectivesOhard@ndOeasyéreinextricablylinked to

Olesons,O i.e. we are considering Ohard-lessonsO vs. Oeasy-lessons.O
12
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A goodexampleis':)\”, YK‘QJU# szr Ore®ower,rose.df thespeakeis
thinking of a Rowerthat simply happengo be red, saya red carnation the
indefinite is':i‘, é%u#-ﬁ SZr, thedebniteis':r, . BZH«bu#aki szr,
theindepPnitepluralis ' 3““',“!T( ““%u#%d'nsir, andthedepPnitepluralis
'3‘ S 5‘« Qyurtakwirszr. If by gut# szr the speakemeansghe Orosej®
which cases?r is inseparablérom gu#theindepniteis OT -.7\", 5‘«03u#a
szrek, the debnite5(23“, 5@5 gu#a szrakd, theindebniteplural is 5@
9"3‘ ', gu#a szr%enandthe debniteplural is 9 i23“, S‘K Qyu#a szrakdan
Similar close constructions are the foliog:

9 i%gﬂ@#mezhinis a Oarabak%on the Arab historians

Herewe areconsideringonly Arab historiansnot historianswho happerno
be Arabs, who would be 25 ™5 ,’q’%ezhinisak%on i Oarab

9]2(@5Ré((¥%ob” a kurdak%on the Kurdish students

Similarly hereonly studentswho are Kurdish are underconsiderationThe
studentswho happeno be Kurdish, but not asan exclusivecategorywould

be&()!j SR E{3sob”ak%on i kurd

o 9. Synopsis of Noun States.

SINGULAR PLURAL

o 3ikt%awObookd N
absolute ¢ . ~ -

0 5#{1%omaOIetterO N
indebnit C) OIm‘(t%oW'k 93@kt%ow%on
indePnite

8 * %#{1%omay-k 9"#4%om%on
debrit o) SEMI%owaki 9izm<t%owak%on
ePnite ]

8 SE#ﬁ%umak;t 9 |5#r=1%omak%un
demon- 0 28TB M kisow S58EB M ki%owdsons
strative 8 55#5% n%omayt 58"5% N%om%ond

LOOSE{Za4FA NOUN-ADJECTIVE CONSTRUCTIONS

bsolut o 2350 3dktseow i gawra
absolute !
8 .C B#rb%oma i drezh

20 20

13
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indeb- 0 2:5@C®rl'<t%ow-k i gawra 25@3(ukt%ow%on i gawra

nite 8 1/4((;'%#r|ln%omay-k i drezh ]/4Gm&:n%om%on i drezh

debrnit 0250 Sﬂmkt%owakft i gawra 2$(Di kat%owak%on i gawra
ebnite

[eXe]

1/4C'55#r|lu%omaki i drezh 1/4@i<5#{1%omak%on i drezh

2:@5% kt%ow a gaw- 53&1’5% kt%ow%on a
demon- /% 2P0 ray: P50 gawrayt

o0
strative o
é 2Y:6480 Wh n%oma drezht 2Y/4888B Mh nd%om%on a drezhi

o

CLOSE{Z&FA NOUN-ADJECTIVE CONSTRUCTIONS
o 235(2mkt%ow a gawra

sbsolute 8 1/4(5&\%oma drezh

indeb- o ® 52$kat%ow a gawrgek gﬁamkt%ow a gawr%on

20 2@

0
nite 8 O|1/45:#&%mma drezhek W4@ﬂ1%oma drezh%on

) 9 25@3’1. kt%ow a gawrak%on

Jis 5ﬂ5amkt%ow a gawrakt

¥ 5@563&12. kt%ow%on a gawrakt
debnite O

1% 1 9 121/45#& n%.ma drezheéon

% S5AY485soma drezhakt " |

54 /4m#p%om%on a dieakt

0 28IBM kt%ow a gaw- 2&EDBM kt%ow a gawr%ont
demon- % 250 rayt 5&0
strative /

0 21/4%M1 n%oma drezht 5'8?(5&5% n%oma drezh¥

@ 10. Personal Pronouns. The independenpersonalpronounsare as fol-
lows:

B#min | Mmawe
+Fo you (sing.) 2$/|ewayou (pl.)
DMuw he, she, it 95|\Aw%orlhey

The independenpersonalpronounsare usedas (1) subjectsof equational
sertences:

14
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T&B#in kurdim. 1Om a Kurd.

(2) emphatic subjects of verbs and topics of topic-comment sentences:
.B"&Bﬂn"&M\/ h%otewanth%otin. He cameyou didnOt.
5O1MP BRSBKin awim bal%ewa giring Forme, thatOs not

niya. important.

and (3) emphatic possessors inzffatring:
B# 58 &%k %owaktrhin my book
M&@\”shtim%onakjema our homeland

For pronominal objects of verbs, see a23.

o 10.1. PossessivePronouns. The normal possessivepronounsare un-
stressed enclitss added to the noun. They take the following forms:

AFTER CONSONANTS AFTER VOWELS
Teim 9"#%-m%on Tem 9"#-m%on
N «it 9é«-t%on N «t 96«-t%on
«-" 95«-y%on «-y 95«-y%on

Examples of possessive pronouns with Oson® apghrddmoneyO

-E(Fkoe!im 9'd?ﬁ<oe!m%on P"@eortm 9" 2" Beortm%on

n((ﬁ(oe!it 9é((ﬁkoe!t%on N2"' Deortt 9" Btor t19%on

O(ﬁ(oe!“ ga(ﬁ'koe!y%on 2'"@4mr¢y 92'"6{mr¢y%on
Theenclitic possessiveronounsnay beaddedo the absolute(-f(‘ ‘ ‘ﬁkoe!im,
-Q'G)%orimlhe debnite(-H'Z(ﬁku!ak;tm,-H'Z'GJ%orak:tm))r theindepPnite
(0‘ ‘Q‘ ‘Fkoe!ekimfﬁ‘\Z" ﬁ)%ori:yekinf))rms of thenoun.Whenaddedo the
absolute the noun hasa bgurative meaning;for actual,concretemeanings
thedebniteform is used.For instancemoney(2""‘"@%or)iyou canholdin
your handyouwould call M'ﬁ%orakirﬁ)mynoneyﬂ/hile -Q"ﬁ)%oraris
pgurative more like Omywealth.38omeonevho writes for a living canbe
saidto earnhis livelihoodby meansof 05¥8¥a#am®hipen, utwhathe
actuallyholdsin his handis . 5(5‘¢B|B¥Ja#makay©hi$)en.@Eompareand
contrast the following:

15
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FIGURATIVE ACTUAL
nzu'ﬁéorayour money, your n5ﬂ'"ﬁ{>orakiYOur (real) money,
wealth your cash
-E() kulim my son, OsonnyO -5% kulaktmmy (real) son
9"(31%onm%mr livelihood 9'568{%onak¢m%mr bread
9tk"|#%o#t%mur home 965k”#o#akit%aur house

Exceptionsto the generalrule. Prominentexceptionso the generalforma-
tion arethefamily members('3]b%owléfather,@\*&%oyi@motherM%o
Obrotaréand O @DkhwayshiOsister@pd 3 jn%vdname\Bhenmodiped
by pronominal possessiveghesenounsare the reverseof the formation
describedabove.Mr%okinand-ﬁﬂ::?‘@'@(hwayshkakimreusedto
addressor referto anyoneotherthanoneOgeal brothersandsisterswho are
called T¥*0&%.nandO" > “@(D(hwayshkim. 3:N%owmeansf)hi$real)
name,@sopposedo . 5(‘231%owak:tyvhich meanOhisiameh thesense
of a lebel or sobriquet given to someone, not his actual name.

Whenpossessiveareaddedto theindebniteform of the noun,theymean
O& of mine,Gc., e.g,0'Q TkutekimOmonof mine,6n ‘BB Wkt%kowekida
book of yours,® artdd¥PEalamekOa pen of his,d &c.

a 11. Enclitic -”sh The enclitic particle -"sh (Otooalso, evenand often
equivdent to a simpleraisedvoice in3ectionin English)is addedto nouns,
nourbDadjectivephrasesand pronouns.t cannotfollow a Pnite verb form.
Whenaddedto wordsendingin vowels,-"shlosesits own vowel in favor of
the precedingvowel, becomingOshWhenaddedto wordsthat havean en-
clitic pronoun atached, “shintervenes between the noun and pronoun.

B#inime > é i@m'n”sh I/me too
5 NBnawelus > Z 3 \Bnagh welus too
¢ 3] b%owktiis father > U i®]b%owist his father too
gﬁﬂ"'ﬁéorakiy%meir money > Q&M"'ﬁ\%orak:sﬁy%omheir money
too
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UiNR ' rar'qakdoninny friends > HEGNR 'raf"qakdssshim even my
friends

o 12. Cardinal Numbers.The cardinal numbers are as follows:

*5Y 1yek 3RO 20 bst
B oz * 583D 21 b'st u yek
B,GB se 33&"37ﬂ@@b"stud2
"(j]u 4 chw%or B, 3"3/ﬂ@® b"st u se, &c.
vi'@ 5 penj . Graos
Z5|*b 6 shash '53_ G-315 uyek
ndia 7 -awt 38 G@ s udz
= Nb@ 8 hasht 3, 3__ GGs s use, &c.
+B 9no Odiir 40 chil
2& 10da "B@r 50 panjs%
2»¥A 11 y%onza =1, SO 60 shast
28@@12 dw%onza "Biar 70 “aftso
2% 13 sy%onza 'tt!Ngr 80 hasht%o
Z&ﬂ-u 14 chw%o.rda &Bﬁr 90 nawad
28§ 15 p%honza &,-IT 100 sad
2» 1Pl 16 shdonza “$BErrr 1000 hazdor
2Bi-a 17 "avda "HSBE"™ 2000 dzhazdker
28RCQ 18 hazhda "B, W™ 3000 sehaz%or
m& 19 nozda "$C"(ﬂ[]rrr 4000 chw%orhaz%or, &c

All wordshavingto do with time andinstancefollow the cardinalnumber
immediately in the absolute state:

SOB& rozh two days
OT1"#5Nhash m%ong six months
K"&, sad s%ott a hundred years

With otherwordsthe cardinalnumberis followed by a classiberwhich is

followed by the singularnounin the absolutestate,asin Persian.The most

commonclassibers,andthosewhich canbe used,practically speaking for

almostanything are 58&%onsor '[hings,I S5 afar for people,and' 5, sar
17
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for animate beings o#in than peple.

3«258’(&1 chweor d%ona ktd%ow four books

'Menj nafar bve people
C5#5, 2 &a sar ma! ten sheep

o 12.1 Ordinal numbers. The ordinal numbersare formedfrom the cardi-
nal numbers plus the sufi¢h)am as follows:

1st Ba\ yekam 7th BBl "awtam

2nd B@&diham sth BEDBE hashtam

3rd B, seham oth  PB&8noham

4th -Q'ﬁl chw%oram 10th  DB@&daham

sth - BB penjam 11th -BQ»'I-é%onzaham

6th DINN shasham 12th Beﬂ&dw%onzaham&c.

a 12.2 Days of the Week and Months of the Year. The daysof the week,
made up mostly of cardinal numbers MNhammaare as follows:

5$Nhamma Saturday 5$Nﬂ chw%.rshammawednesday
5$%\lekshamma Sunday 5&2 tﬁ)enjshamma Thursday
5888 &zshamma Monday 5E#um©a Friday

55? seshamma Tuesday

o 12.3 Months of the Year and the Kurdish Calendar. The traditional
monthsof the year,which correspondo the signsof the zodiac,areasfol-
lows:

""GBaHAR SPRING Ot-3érawisTaN SUMMER
2@Eeh%okal-waAries, March 218 C&q&)ushpa! Cancer, June 22b
April 20 July22
C558])%onamabr 9W§0%on 1/4(5@d\%owezheo, July 23b
Taurus, April 21bMay 21 August 22
9*&$3jozard%or(3emini, May 22D 9:"5U<harm%on%o\1irgo, August
June 21 23bSeptember 22
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OB WKAZAN AUTUMN OE$ziIsTAN WINTER
'mrazbar Libra, September 23b I"|8"5E%Ifr%onb%tﬁtapricorn, Decem-
October 22 ber 22bJanuary 20
' Z%Ukhaza#waror %(Bﬂél%o- o*I8 reband%crAquarius, January
rez%orscorpio, October 23D 21BbFebruary 19
November 21 58I9'rashamaPisces, February 20
Q35’#sarm%owa8agittarius, March 20

November 22BbDecember 21

The names of the Western (Roman) months are as follows:

-5@&3(8 K%onzn i dzhamJanuary ﬂiﬁ kamzz July
N](N shub%Eebruary " Mabaugust
* & dbevarch CXGMIiI September
9%48n"s%ompril BEt\' (tishr”n i yekam October
'é"My%May -533&' (tishr”n i dZzham Novem-
g*aﬁH"uzayr%unor i ber
"az"r%onJune -55‘3(8 [k%onzn i yekamDecenber

The recentlyinstituted OKurdisheraGdatesfrom 612 B.C., andthe Kurdish
yeatr,like thelranian,beginson $C$‘“‘8léwroz,thevernalequinox,on or
about March 21.

o 13. Comparative and Superlative Adjectives. The comparativedegree
of the adjectiveis madeby sufbxing’¥e-tir, e.g. 2380gawra Obigd 230
gawratir Obiger, T50garm Owarm® Z ‘#50garmtir Owarmer £hd & $y%o
Omuch®8By%.tiOmore The prepositiorof comparisoris Xia, asin the
following exanples.
.2"“&)|3&(°>57M|n!0 la dwene s%tida. Today is colder than yes-
terday.

2720285 Mha 16 awa chewle. This is better than that.
Thesuperlativedegreds formedby sufbxing B&'e-tirn. Superlativead-
jectives so formed precede the nouns they modify, as in

SOB&& s%ortrn rozh the coldest day
19
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9t &t edissdcn shitson the best things
K’m jW%eotir’n mind%o# the most beautiful child

o 14. Prepositions, Postpositions,Circumpositions. Certainprepositions,
in paticularthe prepositiond¥Ra Oinat, (2 &a Otoin, intoGand Xa Obyto,

in, atGand Ofrom,@ccur as circumpositionsthat envelopthe complement,
that is, the prepositionitself marks the beginning of the prepositional
phrase,andthe end of the conplementis markedby a postpositionalele-

ment like awa, -(d)%Qr +%o

23B&Kla dzrawa from afar
23+Ka khawa by itself, by oneself
*%R/&a arz’d%o on the ground
*+Xia khor@o by itself, by oneself
*&m@(la n"washaw%o in the middle of the night
*BIP IXiGam wakhtti%o at this time

Thed of d%és oftendropped particularlybut not necessarilyaftern, giving
-Ggoas in
1'6= @Xa Kurdistsoi® in Kurdistan
:*+,. 53:Xla n% wcha i Sor%nO  in the district of Soran

. 5‘Z‘H i 2334“|\|Xla shwenawd%orak%on i in the monuments of the
'>IQ1|"3@ n%o"iya i Khorm%olO%hO Khormal region too

"NXa pobostid after(wards)
"BORlagal min@. with me

The postpositionaklementdoesnot usually,in andof itself, addanything
sulstantialto the meaningof the prepositionalphrase,and most preposi-
tions occur without the postpositionalelement without any signibcant
changein meaningNwith the important exceptionof laEd%.Qin,atOand
laEawa Ofrom,@herethe postpositionsiePnethe meaningof la. Whenla
lacksthe pospositionalelement,the meaningmustbe ascertainedrom con-
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text.

Common prepositions and circumpositions:

5ka (%o to; with, by
(instrumental)
23 +5kabe Eawawithout
23 PBiadam Eawaalong with,
while, during
23 \NbRRai%. i Eawan the opin-
. ion of
Yﬁﬂape iaccording to
X 5kar 1abefore (temporal)
*&. P5Baraw i Ed%in the direc-
tion of
225Rarawin front of, toward
-E&Rardambefore, in the face
of
+ bewithout

23 )@Re]iga la Eawaexcept for
+ o for
(,) 2&a (te)on, in
%Q&aga#/vith
*3&wk after

)GOﬁga la except for, aside
from
(3Xa (i) in, from
% Xla E(d%o)in, at
23 Xla Eawa from, than
*¥ 'SRabar E(d%o)n front of,
before
23 'BRabar Eawa because of
*& t\ mabayn i Ed%between,

among

23 N5KJab%dbat Eawzoncern-
ing, about
23... Z'P(Iab%orai Eawaconcerning
-] Xlab%t instead of
BX®.bin beside
1 0Qabiret i instead of
*& TP&ladam Ed%behind
% KoBliaga# E(d%aith, together
with
23 BWVhi%eyan Eaway (passive
agent)
3P(Ian%owvithin
*& (Klanew Edwbetween,
_among
*& . 3B 1apen%ow i Edder the
sake of
. PXlaraw i with respect to
23 b'Xlare i Eawa by means of;
_ for
*& " OXareg¥%o Edder the sake
of
' 5,Xlasaron, on top of;
according to
*& NCBazher Edd%under
3: n%ovibetween, among
Q(‘Snew%ubetween, among
Z"Ga%oslafter

é 'Bpeshbefore (spacial)
* 2 3vaklike

a 14.1. Preposed Pronominal Prepositional Complements. When pro-
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nounsare complementf prepositionsthey occurasenclitics unlessthey
areto be partiaularly stressedPronominalcomplimentsmay be either pre-
posed,i.e. addedto the word precedingthe preposition,or postposedi.e.
addedto the prepositionitself. Whenthe following prepositiondaveenclit-
ic complements either pre- or postposedthey changetheir forms as fol-
lows:

5Ra becomes@ﬁ)e

28da becomes te

X la becomesB@

5° > becomed- (see 135 below)

All prepositionsnaytakeanindependenpronounascomplementasin X
Bfta min 6fromme.Gf the pronounis enclitic, the prepositionchangeso BQ
le. Whenthe enclitic pronounis postposedhe phrases Ug@m Ofronme, 0
and such phraseswith postposedcomplementsgenerally occur as tag
phrasesj.e. falling after the verb, or at the end of a clauseor sentence.
Whenthe prepositionalphrasefalls beforethe verb, or beforethe end of a
clauseor sentencethe erclitic pronounis usuaIIypreposechsG“'(Qﬂm le,
andthe enclitic pronounmustbe attachedo someavailablepreverbalmat-
ter.

For instance, in the sentence

|2&5W'XO|'&—/}/ pirsy%oreka raf"gakay he asks a questiaf his
dtk%o friend

if raf"gakayis changedo a pronounandthe prepositionalphraseis a tag,
the sentence becomes

YRR &1L pirsy%orek dikay he asks a questiaf him

Normally, however,the prepositionalphrasewould have a preposedcom-
plement as

|2&®&}/ pirsy%orek le d+k%o he asks a questiaf him
In the sentence

iZ&#(OI'&’}/ pirsy%oreka min dik%.  he asks a questiaf me
min Omeid stressedputit could be expressedvith anenclitic pronoun(and
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therefore not particularly stressed) as

|2&m¢y}/ pirsy%orekm le d+k%o he asks a questiaf me

It is importantto realizethat, for Kurdish speakersthe preposednclitic
pronounis inextricably linked to the word to which it is attachedNi.e.,in
the exanple abovepirsy%orekinmustbe pronouncedisoneword. If thereis
any pause, the place for it is between the pronoun and the pi@posi

Other examples are:
8(9'{‘& '{‘(2&(093(@ aw%gwe dtgirim >  10m listeningo them.
T@ & gwey%on leltgirim.
ﬂm&aﬁﬂm&arg%o bikanawlao min> Open the doofor me.
255 @Rrg%» bobikanawa
< DN@&%‘CBK“GOZ#akdO awwvar dagire > He takes the mondyom
P PR B(HEKG pz#aky lewar dagire.  him.

RS msa bikanbo to> gsa bo Let me tellyou a story.
‘BEagkam.

%ﬁﬂwmma b'#erba to> ama pe Let me say thiso you.
R b#em.
FoeFs ZEE’ W*r%owch"y-k henday nam%A hunter almost came
27 aYTB*< . (‘r wa big%otrew” > r%owch”- upon the fox > A hunter
_1"G235'gy-k henday nam%.waybi almost cameipon it.
g%et

< BHSETONONG ‘B8R k2 shitek biddshin > Maybe hedll give
1*7RQ\HESdea#k2 shitskn bid%st something.
N5 m&%sa dak%taga! to> gsa He speaksvith you.
i 285D & daga! dak%o.

'[BVIZHOZ%)/\EE\AW bal%o i minawagiring- He is more importartb
2 7C0P BRLir a > awim bal%wa me.

giringtir a.

Similaris the constructiorinvolvedin theidiom khaw-le kawtinNliteral-
ly Oforsleepto fall on (someone)ONOfall asleep,@sin NBAIQFkha-
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w’le kawtOhdell asleep, BB PBUkhawimle ntkawtOdidnOt/could-
nOffall asleep.@n this constructionthe personupon whom sleepfalls is
expressedy a pronominal enclitic on khaw- if a 3rd-personOsufectOis
expressed, the resumptive construction is used, as in

NDHRQERD By dichaksen khayion Ikawt the girls fell asleep (lit.,
Othe girlsNsleep fell
upon themO)

In all the previousexamplesthe preposeccomplementhasprecededhe
prepaition immediately,and generallythis is the position it takes.How-
ever,apreposedcomplemenseparatedrom the prepositiorby othermatter
also occurs.

"N Z&w‘gmz&abe khewatekn la dara- They will have to pitch a
P Rwa i sh%doo hattbidan.  tentfor me outside the
city.

For the specialcasesn which preposedostpositionacomplementslis-
place enclitic possessive pronouns, see a27.4.
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o 15. PresentCopulas. The present-tenseopulas(Oamis, areOyonsistof
the following enclitics:

POSTCONSONANTAL POSTVOCALIC
T-im Ban T-m Béyn
-\1. -"(t) 9 -in -\1. -y(t) 9-n
#-a 9 -in 5\.ya 9-n
Examples are wit®(furd OKurdish® aafPeredhered:
/c‘) T &kcerdim ©1 am Kurdish® B&&koerd’nOwe are Kurdish®
/i .&(Fkoerd“ [

o) ~ i Oyou are Kurdish®  9&fkeerdin Oyou are Kurdish®
I+ —\&fkcerd't F 4 & y
/£

6 2&kaerdads/he is Kurdish® 9&fkcerdin Othey are Kurdish®
/2 PEBertmOl am hered BZ®PHertyrOwe are hered®
5 2%Perty 1

0 i Oyou are here® P PertrOyou are hered
p \2¥Dertyty Werirdy

o}
It . ~ . ~
6 ORTPertyDdsihe is hered P % PerirOthey are hered

When the 3rd-personpossessiveenclitic (-"/-y) is followed by the 3rd-
person copul#é-a), a special form,yat’, is used.

2 8ktssow-a. 1tOs a book.
- Bk . 38ktoeow” > kt%owyat”. his book > ItOs his book.

The negative copula is formed on the ba'ye:

18’yim | am not 28\‘y“n we are not
—Il’a38y”(t) you are not 281‘yin you are not
Eﬁfya he/shelit is not 281‘yin they are not

25



SORANI KURDISH
a 16. OTaHave.COrhereis no verbin Kurdish equivalento the Englishverb
Oto have.O Kurdish expresses possession through the following formula:

noun possessed (indebnite or absolute) + possessive prohdya/m’ya
(present) ohtbz/hantbZpast) or some form of the velotin Oto bed

.Eﬁ(ﬂ‘)ca}/Pirsy%or-kn hiya | have a question.
.:{B@Ca}/Pirsy%or-kn hibz. | had a question.
B2 Bworahtya You have money.
E@-] aC@l'(t%oWk i b%¢sh'ya He doesnOt have a good
book.

.35(9"%a#am%m%on hibz We had some pens.
55(9é(()75é:hand kut%on htya How many sons do you

have?
.32'"6&0r pY%orglbon hanihz They didnOt have much
money.
.+2&C(%¥@mqa kuléldabe He has an only son.

a 17. The PresentHabitual/Progressive.The presenthabitualtensecorre-
spondsto the Englishsimple presentusedfor habitualaction (OlgoO)pro-
gressive action (O10moingO)andthe future (0100, IOmgoing to god). It
is formedfrom the presentstemof the verb with a prebxedmodalmarker,
which receives the stress, and the following sufbxed personal endings.

CONSONANT STEMS VOWEL STEMS
-im -"n -m -yn
(1) -in y© o o-n
-e(t) -in -%o(t)/-(t) -n

Theinherent(t) shownfor the 2nd-and 3rd-personsingularis characteris-
tic of literary Kurdishandseldomappearsn the moreinformal spokenlan-

! Unlike Kurmaniji, SoraniKurdish hasno future tense.The future may be ex-
pressedperiphrastically(Ol want to go,0e.g.), but normally the future senseis

gained from context.
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guagelt is recoveredhowever,whenany enclitic or sufbxis addedto the
verb form (see @18 below).

Themodalprebxin SulaymaniKurdishis 5™ in mostotherdialectsthe
modal prebxis 2 8. sinceotherwiseverbsare conjugateddentically in
all varietiesof SoraniKurdish,the modalmarkerwill be shownin this book
asdt-, andexampleswill be givenwith - or d¥ astheyoccurin thetexts
from which they have beentaken. Exanples of the conjugationof verbs
with presentstemsendingin a consonantreasfollows (examplesare-ch
0Ogo0 andzs Owrited):

giﬂchin Oto god 2, :{825”n Oto write®
1 62&tchim 28 &chn 738&¢nisim 2, :'(8&1;nis"n
o) —Iiﬂz&tch”t _ c} —Ii, ia&inis”t o
2 g L\Jﬂz&tch’ﬂ Bﬂz&tchln g _3(8&¢nis” Bg\a&tnzsm
0 —I‘ﬂz&ichet 0 —I?C{a&tniset

BR &tchin B,E(a&tnisin

[0}
0 RP&che 2 B3B&inzse

In the negative,the modal markert- is replacedby stresseth%o«f< na +
a-).
6: Nn%ochim Zé: n%och’n 738h%onisim 2, 38 :n%onis"n
- ﬂ: n%och”(t) Bﬂ:n%ochin —II', 38h%onis”(t) 538 h%onisin
—I‘ﬂ: n%oche(t) Bﬂ:n%ochin —I?KSh%onise(t) 538 h%onisin
The negative of the modal markdF- is nida:
6288+ dachim Zémidach”n 73858¢dan25im 2,3858¢danis”n
—I:ﬂzBBidach"(t) BﬂZBBDtdachin ﬂll, xamidanzs”(t) Bﬂaagidanisin
_"f[zwitdache(t) BQRB:tdachin ﬂ??(&%idanise(t) Baaﬁidanisin

The negativeof the Sulaymanihabitualis occasionallyusedasan emphatic

Henceforththe second-andthird-persorsingularformswill normallybe givenas
- ‘:‘ﬂz&ch”(t)and—l W&che(t),with only theliterary form in Arabic scriptbut

with both forms in transcription.
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negativein dialectsthatnormally havethe negativein nida; asin 73““'#3
n%onzsir®idonOeverwriteGQwhich would thencontrastwith 7 J ‘@8-
danzsim OlOmotwritingOynd : P 76" %ayd. n%.k%idoesntinatterat
all.o
For verbswith stemsendingin a vowel, the personalendingscombine
with stemsin -a, -0, and-e asfollows (examplesQ&)kirdin Otalo,present
stemBtka-; 8 >@'royshtinOtayo away, Presenstem'ro-; 9B0gal%on
Otcturnfpresen'stempﬂba!e-). Theonly formsthatshowchangesn the
stem vowel are the 3rd-personsingular of the -a- and -o- stems,which
change to%o(tand w%o(tyespectively.
A-STEMS
Bﬂ&tkam B%&tkayn
—\5&&tkay () BAS&tkan
(N)j 2 &tkso(t) BA&tkan

Commonverbsconjugatedn the presentensdike kirdin/ka- are8"“'Y4'D
khigtin/ SUkha-Otahrow, D& din/ 5Ra- Otecarry, @* 8on? 8a- Oto
give,0 an8>®Qaystin/ 5Qa- Oto reach.0
O-STEMS
T® &trom Bé@&troyn
—\02 &troyt 9 &itron
(n)’gz&trw%o(t) 9 &itron

Like ro- are & “Dihwsordint “Diho Oteat@nd8*“Nehitin (or 9§ “N
shurdin/+Nho 6to wash.®

Verbswith presentstemsin -g, of which therearemany, keepthe theme
vowel unchangedhroughoutthe conjugation,andin the 3rd-persorsingu-
lar nothing is added other than the inherént -

E-STEMS
Uﬁﬂ&tga!em 2|(5Q&tga!eyn
ﬂﬂﬁg&?ﬁg&iga!ey(t) BGQ&tga!en
—l|(59&t’39&iga!e(t) BGQ&tga!en
Like gale-are all verbs with inPnitives ending #on
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Oneverbwith apeculiarpresentenseis B“‘“'Ch%otirf)tcr:ome@present
stem5\-ye). In SulaymaniKurdishthe presenstem,ye-,is regularlyconju-
gatedbut without the modal markera-. In mostotherdialects,particularly
Iranian varieties,the presentstemcombineswith the modal markerda- to
becomede- The two variants are conjugated in the present as follows:

SULAYMANI NON-SULAYMANI
BVem BBleyn Ul&m 21&eyn
-\61 .5\/ey(t) %\/en - ﬂ &‘?&iey(t) BGé&n
N)5Ve(r) BVen g &e BCé&

The negative is regularly conjugated on the stéfye-:
B\:n%oyem Bﬁ\:n%oyeyn

—|\5\:]_ 5\:n%oyey(t) %\:n%oyen

n 5\,':5\:n%oye(t) %\:n%oyen

o 18. Verbs in -awa Many Kurdish verbsendwith the sufpx-awa, which

hasthefollowing basicmeanings(1) Oagairhack,re-,Gas 9" “Hm%.dtae-

main, beleft® 2838H#m%.nawdtdeleft behind, d*Qyotin/B'Bwitin Oto
say® 2B yotinawaBBwitinawa Otsayagain repeat, & ya!%.rOto
turn® 28860yal%ecnawdtaeturn,@2) OopengBin 23&‘)kirdinawa©to
open,@nd(3) to give a nuanceof meaningto averb,asg&' 3‘, szr-kirdin

Otanakered® 28&“)' I, szr-kirdinawado sautZ.Bhis said, it should
alsobe notedthat-awa oftenaddsnothingof any reallexical signikFcanceto

the verb but gives a perfectiveaspectinstead.All suchverbsareregularly
conjugated With verbsendingin -awa, the -awa sufpxis addedafter the

personal ending, as in

235@&2&!&”9%0 dakamawa 1(Ol) open the door
28&P& tgatenawa you/they(Oll) return

Second-and third-personforms alwaysrecoverthe t inherentin the per-
sonal endings beforawa, as in

236D & gataawa heOll return
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Z%Q&akayawa you open

Full inBections of25$’@a!%mawand238)@erdinawaare as follows:
Ze(ﬂﬁ&xga!emawa ng&iga!eynawa
25 (59&1:galeytawa 2%9&:!:ga!enawa

28GR E&:galetawa 281&P&:gatenawa
Zgﬁﬁ&ikamawa 2358&: kaynawa
255ﬂ&¢kaytawa Z%E&t kanawa
ZBE'&tk%otawa 25 & kanawa

o 19. The PresentSubjunctive. Like the presenthabitual,the presentsub-
junctive is formed from the presentstemof the verb andthe personalsuf-
bxes. The modal marker for the subjunctivk’is

g{ﬂchin 2388cdinawa
Ug’chim 29pchn  288E0@mawa Z%E%ynawa
—IQ].chh”(t) B%>chin 2&5 E:%ytawa 2585 08nawa
ﬂSlBQ’che(t) Bchin 28Fk@otawa 23R 0Rnawa

In compoundverbs,the b’- prebxis optional,and whenit is omitted the
lack of a modalprebxidentibeghe verbassubjunctive The modalprebxis
regularly omitted with close compoundverbswith prebxeslike war- and
ha#-.

-

BEOE b%ong (b')kam BBEOH b%ong (b)kayn
—\SEEO b3ang (b)kay(t) OB EOE biong (b)kan
(N)10OI] bsang (b)k%o(t) OB EOE biong (b)kan

T® 3/argirim Bﬁ?&argir”n
_|‘<\(23. NP 3/argir”(t) 9\(23/argirin
-|1"@23 Dymargire(t) 9\(23/argirin

Whenthe precedingword endsin a vowel andthe verb stembeginswith a
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single consonant, the vowel of the modal prebx may be elided, giving, e.g.,
5 &Ww%o bOz%onim I think (lit., if | know thus)

2, 3B BB B M wushayt bOnzs'n  letOs write this word

This feature is not represented in the Kurdo-Arabic writing system.

The negativeprebxfor the subjunctivels ni-, which replaced’- whereit
occurs.

65&15chim 2é58tch”n Ba&kam B%&‘kayn
~968YABch't) BB8ichin BB S5BBtkay) BBBtkan
- Y581 %8tchey BHBtchin (M)i58tkuety BBBtkan

The presentsubjunctiveof the verb bZn Otcbe(s basedon the stemb-. It
occurs both with and without the- prebx with the following conjugations:

WITHOUT PREFIX WITH PREFIX
© bim 2R 'Rybim 2o
=R b Bea =R <R =Rbin
R Hoet) Boa R >Rbet) =Rbin

Whenthe verb meanOtdelhe b’- prebxis omitted,but whenit meansOto
become®r is partof acompoundverblike %m”z”k-birétcgetnearé
or gi‘mslkir%o—birﬁtd)erevealed@ thefollowing examplestheb’-
prebx is presnt.

+7¥c|+| Ea’Mikov nd%dbe n%ehunied  One should not be despon-
dent.

9"%(#3 I‘38\“32%\l;ty%ondawer%o n"z’ki  They didnOt dare get near
23R m%ottak%onysibimawa  their houses.

5t &W%Qﬂmz&itirse rozhek betam  She fears there will come
SREN"Men"t %oshkitsiee a day this secret will be
revealed.

The presentsubjunctiveof h%otinrDtocomeQs regularly conjugatedon the
stembe- (for *b’ye-). Notethatthe 3rd-persorsingularsubjundive of h%otin
is identical to the 3rd-person singular subjiwecof bzn, i.e. both arde(t).
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Be'letin
L‘Rbem 2R beyn
- Ilﬂ\ERbey(t) BRben
=R+ be(p) BRben

The verbs hen%o®tobringGand heshtinOtaetOhave subjundives formed
bothonthereguar stemsb’hen andb’he#andonthe contractedstens ben
andbe#-:

REGULAR SUBJUNCTIVE CONTRACTED SUBJUNCTIVE
9'—g-hen%on

B henim 2-&bhen'n BRenim Z;Qen”n

- i—gb'hen”(t) D& b'henin = I;&en"(t) DBRenin

—I\.ﬂ)’hene(t) D& b'henin —l\"ﬁ)ene(t) DBRenin
. 8>Pheshtin R

(B bhesim 2@ ohen (WBeim 2@Reit'n

“ohew(t) B&bhe#in “Ber(t) BBRe#in

“ohetety BB bhetin - SBRoete(t) BBRexin
The present subjunctive is used in the following instances:
(1) independentlyNi.e.not dependentipona precedingconstructionNas
a deliberative(English OshouldQh literary style, the interrogative particle
é"M%&ten introduces the construction.

535@@3&\/%0 p%.shawp¥sgh"e- Should he retrace his

tawa? steps?
5@\@,Sbayn’bem? Should | come tomoow?
SEE@&arg%b’kaynawa? Should we open the door?

(2) in the 1stpersonsasa cohortative(Oleme, letOs@ndin the 3rd per-
sonsas a hortatory (OlehimE, may he EQ). The 1st-persoris often pre-
ceded b)] b%er 22 Btra (OcOmond).

.Bé‘]”k{%’myn. CcOmon, letOs go.
BBEDQHL 2 3vira, fetek’ lbikayn.  COmon, letds play a trick
on him.
..&5BB1bet d". May it not happen.
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.25=i=R—’f1%bin”shinawa Let them sit back down.

(3) ascomplementto all verbsand constructionsof wanting (see=20),
ability (see ©21), necessity, etc.

.Bkw%g%aweb‘chim m%o#e. | wantto go home.
.B@I(E&atw%onim‘tb"nim. | can see you.

Bas3X ' myﬁﬁ%w”st akasaril®aw Itis necessary for her to
.iDNBP 35> 7B#) mirov a ki#o#td%eka  pay a visit to that mis-

ch%owal!w%on” ako. erable man who is wait-
ing.
E IDEBEGrew'st nya kivtemE  Itis not necessary that |
sayE

(4) afteranumberof conjunctiondike . 285" fRar IGawa”Obeforeghd
. 283D be awadwithoutd

e 39 285K 16 awa” bictie before he goes/wentE
£ BHR2BI2Z5R 16 awatwa d%- before you sit/sat downE
bin"shinE
A0 1B 28KbBa be awatisabik%o Without speaking, he left.
roysht.
E ) ‘@ 28Wb R be awa’ bitbrie without his/her seeing
youE

(5) in the protasis of a possible conditional:

2FEN. & RIBFBAma agamet d, atwken™if this should come about,

E 28 b#eynE we can say thatE
_!*(E&t%ﬁ%arbitawe datw%on”.  If you want to, you can.

! Bar IOawa”is alwaysfollowed by the presentsubjunctive;the propertensefor
English translationis gainedfrom context.In English Owithout@ followed by a
gerund,but in Kurdishit is followed by a subjunctiveclause which is necesarily

personal.
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FRIBVHS T3 “TRS®Muarbetu hez i atom bo If it should bethat the
59&&:)6"‘@03@ sha! u kusht%or u la n%.w power of the atorbe
g PEGj birdinba k%b’henreE  usedfor war, slaughter,
and destruionE

a 20. OTowant.OThe Kurdish verb correspondingto the English verb
Owant® w’stin(presenstemwe-). The constructiorthatservesasthe pres-
ent tenseof this verb is compoundedf the prebx(d)t- (negativent-) +

possessiveronounenclitic + -awe The full inBectionof the presentense
is as follows:

AFFIRMATIVE PRESENT

pgﬂ:&tmawe pS&&:m%onawe
pm:ttawe psa&t%unawe
pgx&tyawe Dga&y%onawe
NEGATIVE PRESENT
P558tmawe P35 &&m%cnawe
pmj;tawe pgssit%onawe
p%&tyawe pgssq“—y%onawe
PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE

P3lrmawe P 586 ms%enawe
P 3R tawe P38 t%nawe
D%’yawe DBR’y%onawe

Whenthe complementor logical object,of w”stin(i.e. whatonewants)pre-
cedegheverb,the Osubjectfronominalencliticsareusuallyattachedo the
complement,andtheverbis theinvariable3rd-persorsingular(d)awe(neg-
ativen%owe)The full present OconjugationO of this construction is:

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE
P2&-im diwe P2&"Hn%on diwe D3|r|_-im n%owe D39"#n%on n%owe
P28& -itdtwe P28E1%n diwe |33h -it n%owe D39é—t%on n%owe
P2& - diwe pa&ay%on diwe DS: =" N%owe p396~1-y%on n%owe
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as in the following examples:

P 3BM/im awe. | want that.
P3} S8 Mh shitkerymowe. He doesnOt want these
things.

All verbalcomplement®f Owantérein the subjunctive asin thefollowing
paradigm of Owant to goO:

U@S#&tmawe b’chim 29b 3@ & m%.nawe b'ch'n
—I@p%tawe b'ch”(t) Bg:)ga&t%onawe b’chin
—ISDSX&tyawe b'che(t) B@B%y%onawe b'chin

Other examples are as follows:
._3(-R-%#|PMwe n%.may=k binZs”. You want to write a letter.

.D>Habm355Mawe kt%owek bik'e. He wants to buy a book.

2, K-R-%#IPBQ'&am%onawe n%.may=kK bivfe want to write a letter.

s’n.

5% m}psmonawe pirsy%orek bikarf?o you (pl) want to ask a

question?
Dl(é ' Zaswiy%onawe dars bikhwe- They do not want to study.

nin.

W”stinis conjugated as a transitive verb in the past (see 227 below).

0 21. OTBe Able.OTheverb Otde ableds 2°“§' “Frwason"tpres stem O “F
tw%of). Tw%on iis regularly conjugatedn the presentandit is necessarily
followed by a subjunctivecomplementBelow is giventhefull presentcon-
jugation, afbrmtive and negative, of Ocan/canOt sayO:

LM(E&tt\N%onim b'#em ZQ$E&itw%on”n b'#eyn
- (G IGB &rtwanon”(t) bsey(t) BB (B &t twonin b#en
- ﬂl EE&ttw%one(t) b'#e(t) B@'(E&itw%onin b'#en
Lm(F h%otw%onim b'#em 2 ﬂ&F h%otw%on”n b'#eyn
= B i@ hosotwasan(t) brstey(t) BB hsotwonin bi#ten
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_'E'lmF h%otw%one(t) b'#e(t) BE(F: h%utw%unin b'#en

Thesubjunctiveis regularlyformed: l’]m’tw%onirrm‘M’tw%on”(t),—lm
b’'tw%one(tic., negativesubjunctive:U(“B&itw%onimTI "mm;ttw%on"(t),
&c. Tw%on"is conjugated as a transitive verb in the past (see 27 below).

o 22. OTRememberSTheidiom usedfor Otaemember& B RFa b'r
bzn, literally Otobe in the mind.OThe constructionof the idiom, like the
present ofv’stin depends upon whether or not there is preposed matter.

NOTHING PREPOSED WITH PREPOSED MATTER

mla b"rim a 58’5% b"rm%.n a 2XRJ-‘im lab’ra Zmer‘n%on lab’ra

mla brit a 58%"”%0” a ZXR'I‘ -itlab'ra ZX)@tt-t%on lab’ra
aRla b"r" a SBMRﬂy%on a ZX)Q’(‘ lab’ra ZX)@&-y%on lab’ra

Simple Olremember,@youemember,&c. (without mentioningwhat one
remembers)arefr#‘ma b"rima, HeRa brrit a, &c. (negativew‘ma
brimn’ya, 588 ‘Ra brrit n'ya). However,if anythingis preposedo the
corstrudion, that is, what one remembersthe enclitic pronounsare de-
tached fronb”r and attached to the preposed matter, as in the following:

2XRESFH My rozh%omd la b'ra. | remember those days.

Hence the prepositionaphrases actually-mla b"r, wherethe complement
to la br, -(i)m, hasbeenpreposedpr placedbeforethe preposition.Other
examples are the following:

58(%3: N%owirhla b"r n'ya He doesnOt remembany
name.
XBRNS5AENO12 3va#%em i pirsy%otatd™ You didndt remembethe
3B8nibz. answer to the quésn.

Otherconstructionsnvolving b"r are-" ba b"r%h%otirand-" b"r kawtinawa
Oto remember,O all of which usually take preposed pronominal enclitics.

E SO CXRRBW%t ba br%o hd%dt kaE  Thus you remembered
thatE
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.XER'(I\)WShit-kim h%ot ba b"r%.. | remembered something.
.XR%@fEéﬁ&yky%on kawtawa b’r. They remembered their

mother.
Z%dwtmy&aki shiteky%on b’r kawti-as though they remem-
betawa bered something

andla b’r chznOto forget.O
?(ﬂXR(-Q%NB: N%ow i aw py%dawia b’r | forgot that manOs name.
chz.

58X~ B shitekit la b'r chz? Did you forget some-
thing?

o 23. Pronominal Objects of Verbs. Direct-objectpronounsof verbsin the
presenttenseand the presentsubjunctivemood are normally enclitics at-
tachedto somepartof the verbalconglomeratdi.e. the verb, any preverbal
prebxescompoundingagent).ldenticalto the possessivenclitic pronouns,
the direct-object pronouns are as follows:

AFTER CONSONANTS AFTER VOWELS
U<‘<-im 9GEmkon Tem 9" m%on
= it O «-t%on N «t 96&«-t%on
Y ‘«r 92«-)/%0[1 .o«y 95«—y%on

The enclitic pronouns are attached in the following order:
1. If the verb is compound, the pronoun object is added to the preverb:

%ﬂ&}] C)ﬂonig’l dtkan. They are callingne.
B#R& 23ar digirn. WeOll také up.
.DAM%(&@Mmad hay%ordtgire. Ahmad will pickthem up.
- SMPrer tbim. 101l learrit.

A preverbmay be (1) a nounlike b%ongdcall@sin b%ondirdin Otecall,((2) an
adjectivelike %oshkirdobviousésin %oshkirkirdin Otcclarify,Oor (3) a directional

element likewar OupO asvimr-girtin Oto take up.O
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2. If theverbis not compoundthe pronounobjectis addedto the model
prebx ¢-, df-, b’) or the negative prebPx%o-, nit

) B28&ty%ohne. HeOll sethem.

B &itonim. 101l segou.
7: 2%7—":—n%ﬁn%usim/ryuan%osim. I donOt knowaim.

.TEé{mnm. I®m not going to bui.

TER B55Mhawe byklim. | want to buyit.

,(‘)m'+%%ﬁm0-|az akam ynerimawa bo10d like to seniti to a

raf'qekim. friend of mine.

< BAOGTBEEBR? bikayn™ witoetek kas LetOs go to a country
13, "85/ nam¥%on¥ose. where nobody knowss.

a 24. The Imperative. The singularimperative of verb stemsendingin
vowelsis formedfrom b’- + the presentstem.The plural imperativeis ex-
actly like the 2nd-persorplural subjunctive.As in the subjunctiveof close
compoundverbs,the b’- prebxis usuallyomitted;in opencompoundst is
generally found but may be omitted.

INFINITIVE PRES. STEM SINGULAR IMPERATIVE PLURAL IMPERATIVE

kirdin ka- S5Bma B Eoan
royshtin ~ ro- 0>6%0 QPN
taw%ow- taw%ow-ka- 5@% Bw%ow- %CF% Bw%ow-
kirdin (bi)ka (bi)kan

If the presentstemendsin a consonantthe singularimperativeis formed
from b’- + presentstem+ -a. The plural imperativeis identicalto the 2nd-

person plual subjunctive.
bzn b- IR ba =Rbin
chzn ch- 5% chat B%chin

! In additionto b’cha,chZznhasseverahlternativemperativesyiz. +“Op’choand

2%+ chora.
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girtin gir- 2/\@@& g\émin
nzs’n nZs- 5;{-Rr’nisa B,:{-R-’nisin
gwe-girtin  gwe-gir- ZQ(R) (Qwe-(bi)gira Q\ORD ((bwe-(bi)girin
d%o-n"shtin  d%o.-n"sh 5i8R&%.-(i)n"sha  B>BR&%.-(bi)n"shin
wis-bzn wis-b- 5R3wis-ba B o3 wis-bin

Notetheirregularsingularimperativesof birdin, d%.nkhistin,andthe total-
ly irregular imperative oh%eotin

birdin ba- 29 bara B ban
d%on da- 22 Hara P ian
khistn ~ kha- 25&vkhara Bev'khan
h%eotin ye- 223itra 9 23zrin

Theb’- prebxof theimperativetakespronominaldirect objectsexactlylike
the subjunctive prepbx:

9+W+D3"59&\ ch%ow i khotrbb”na  See (ne) with your own

!C)C‘@"chon py%owekim! eyes what kind of man |
am!
in+ %m%ena laga# khot! Bring him/her/it with
you!

Imperatives are often preceded by the Oattention-gettingO ;ﬁ&cle
The negative imperative prebxnsl-, which replaces’- where it occurs.

1. "O#tgr DonOt cry!
15851 tyhenat DonOt bring it!
1558 #5%-m1nsha! DonOt sit down!

a 25. The Simple Past (Intransitive). The simple past (preterite)of in-
transitiveverbsis formedby addingunstressegersonakufbxego the past
stemof theverb.The paststemis derivedby deletingthe -(i)n endingof the
inPnitive, e.g.h%otin > h%ot-, bZn >-hH2
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AFTER CONSONANTS AFTER VOWELS

-im -"n -m -yn
(1) -in -y(® -n
N -in N -n

Examplesof the simplepastin3ectionarefrom B“”Ch%otirﬁtazome,&i“R
bzn Oto be A5 Qay"nOto arrived (int.), 8BdH%oOto remain.d

J" G1%tim 2F"1@t'n BR:m B&Rzyn
= 1F"Gt () Be"@stin —\Bbzy(t) R Rizn
N" Cn%t Be"'@stin IR: R Rizn
}6Qay”m 226@ay"yn T"#H%om Bé.H#soyn
- IQEQay”y(t) 2\5@ay“n ﬂ\“#}%oy(t) 9" #h%on
%Q;ay” 2\5@ay“n " Hn%o 9" H%on
The negative is formed by prebxing:
J"B8th%tim 2F5@th%t™n HB&me %B&biyn
—F58th%t't) BeBEBthwetin  —\FBBtbzyr) BRBBtbzn
N" & 8thost BeSBihwtn  JB8tbz R B8:bzn
15581gay”m 2<\568¢gay”yn T‘g&tm%om Béﬁlﬁm%oyn
- I’%B&gay”y(t) 2\568¢gay”n —I\"E&tm%oy(t) 9'$8¢m%on
%B&gay” 2\568¢gay”n "58¢m%o 9'$8¢m%on

Thet of the 2nd-persorsingularform is recoveredf the verb hasany suf-
pxedendinglike -awa or the directionalsufbx-". For example the verbs

h%otinaw@®taomeback@ndchzn™ m%.Otayo home@reconjugatedasfol-
lows:

23L tetimawa ZﬁF"I%ot”nawa K"ﬁﬂ chZm”™ m%o# K"gq-ﬂ chzyn”™ m%o#
28F"@ottawa  2BF@tinawa KB chzyt meo# K BB chzn” moso
28FhGtawva 28 @tinawa K" chz” muot K "B chzn® meot

a 26. The Past Habitual/Progressive (Intransitive). The pasthabitual(Ol
usedto goOpndprogressivéOwasgoingOjs formedby addingthe habitu-
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al/pragressive prebxd)f-to the simple past.
J"Q&ih%otim ZFZﬁih%ot"n 159&Igay”m Z%Q&igay”yn
—F2@thowot't) BoA&ihuotin —iOD&tgayyt)y 20R&:tgay'n
N" @ &kt B e A& h%otin %Q&Igay" 2\59&tgay”n

For pasthabitualsin -, the negativeis formedby prepbxingnt- to the afpr-
mative, but, unlike the presentthe negativeprebxdoesnot combinewith
the modal prebx:

J"a&:ah%otim ZFMah%ot"n 15Magay”m Z%Magay"yn
—lﬂ:%ah%ot"(t) B‘%&tah%otin ﬂi%m&agay”y(t) 2‘5mtagay”n
n"&&:ah%ot B‘%&tah%otin %m&tagay" 2‘5mtagay”n

For pasthabitualsin d¥-, the negativeis regularlyformedby prebxingni-
to the afprmative:

J"288tdahd.tim 2F 288+ dah%t'n
- F288tdan%.t(t) B e 288+ dah%tin
N" @88t dah%t B« 288t dah%.tin
15%8¢dagay“m 235%81dagay”yn
- i%%&dagay“y(t) 2\5%8¢dagay“n
%%&tdagay“ 2\5%8¢dagay“n

As in the presenttense,in the Suleymanidialectthe markeris -, andit is
usedasboth pasthabitualandpastprogressivein otherdialectsthe marker
is di-.

a 27. The Simple Past (Transitive): The Ergative. The simple pasttense
of transitiveverbsis formedfrom the paststemof the verb andan agentaf-
pxNthe ergativeconstructiort. The agentafbxesareidenticalto the enclitic

! In ergative-typeconstructionsvhatwe think of asthe subjectis the Oagent(r
OlogicakubjectOandwhatwe think of asthe directobjectis the Opatient@or Sora-
ni we will alsocall it OlogicabbjectO)In ergativelanguageshatalsohavecasethe
agentis in anobliquecase(and/orotherwisemarked)andthe patientis in the nomi-

native (or subjective) casewith the verb agreeingn number(andgenderif applia-
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possessive pronouns:

T-0)m 9" Hn%on
n -Gt 9&t9%on
-y géy%on

The agentafpx usuallyprecedeshe verb andis attachedo somepreverbal
mater (more aboutwhich shortly) to give the following Oconjugation®f
khw%orditDto eat.O

&(DT-im khword & DO Hn%on khwdeord
&(DN -it khwerd (DO & t%on khwdbord
&(D =" khw%ord &'.(méy%on khw%ord

If only the verb is expressedor only the verb andits logical subject,the
agent afbxes are added to the end of the past stem, as

T&Dkhwordim 9" H & hwsordmson
N&{ Dxhwordit 9 E8DKhwkordtd%on
. & Dxhwdsord” 9 &&DKhwordy%on

If anythingotherthanthe verbis expressedthenthe agentis afbxedto the
Prst available preverbalmatterNOavailablereverbalmatterGncludesthe
following categories in hierarchical order:

(1) the negative prebx, as in
&N Btrmkhwsord I didnOt eat (it).
-\ FBitat you didnOt see (him/herit).

ble) with the patient.In Kurmaniji Kurdish,for examplewherea distinctionbetween
independensubjectandobliquepronounshasbeenretainedthe subjectpronounfor
Ohef3 ew, andthe oblique Ohim@ w”: the subjectO1@ ez andthe oblique Omefd
min. OHesawme®dn Kurmanijiis w” ezd"tim (whered"tim agreeswith the patiente2),
and Olsaw himQis min ew d"t Sorani, having lost independenbblique pronouns,
resortsto pronominalencliticsto expresghe agent.An oversimplibcationis to think
of the ergativeasa passive(e.g.,Othalog bit the manGxpressedas Obythe dog the
manwasbitO)butit is importantto realizethat speaker®f ergative-typdanguages
by no meansthink of the constructionas passive(paticularly sinceSoraniKurdish

has a passive, see 134 below).
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_ 3(B8ynzs’ he didn®t write (it).
Full inBection of the negative past tenseioiv%orditis as follows:
&(l\ﬁ&tmkhw%ord &(Ng&fm%onkhw%ord
& B Bt tkhword &(NB8tts6onkhwdsord
&(é&ykhw%ord &(Nﬁ&y%onkhw%ord
(2) the progressive prebx, as in
_3(@&1mnis” | was writing (it).
-, HQ&aybast he was tying (it).
Full inBection of the progressive past tens&hof%orditis as follows:
&(M&imkhw%ord &(N%im%onkhw%ord
& Q &tkhword SN & t%onkhwdsord
&2 &tykhweord S NA&ty%onkhwerd
(3) a compounding preverb as in
M CBdkesmgirt. I took (it).
"2 &arhenso he took (it) off/out.

Full inRectionsof the pasttensef ha#-girtinOtapick upGandn%.ma-nzs’n
Oto write lettersO are as follows:

nA(’\B:(Mﬁ#imgirt n/\(jmk#m%ungirt
n’%a#itgirt m%‘&a#t%ongirt
n’%a#“girt nAOB'Cha#y%ongirt
_3(&3#%1%omam nzs” _3(59'##1%omam%on nzs’
_3(81 5#t=1%omat nzs” _3(@6#{1%omat%on nzs”
_3(8 5#t=1%omay nzs” _3(@5#41%omay%on nzs”
(4) the logical object (patient) of the verb, as in
._3(%H#$%omak1h nzs”. | wrote the letter.
&P82' DM k%otnitkird. He didnOt do that.
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Whenthe logical objectis modibedby the enclitic -’sh/-yshOtooalso,@he
erclitic comes between the logical object and the agent afbx:
RJOT|UCEEB] 4 @%okson i zhinakiysh  He invited his wife®s
b%ong kird. brothers also.

(5) a prepositional phrase other than temporal or marasein
3(&‘5%'4' Bb raf’geky%omzs”. They wrote it to a friend.
323@-8?\9&3' %Ba pew"stm z%.n" b'y%.n- | considered it necessary

BHEH" an25|mawa u ch%opy%on  to write them down and
bikam. get them printed.

Generally speaking,the only things to which the agentafbx cannotbe
joined are (1) the expressedogical subjectto which the agentafbx refers
(py%owakit” Otheman said0)(2) temporaladverbsand phrasedike Oto-
dayGand Oathat time,Gand (3) prepositionalphrasesof manner(gererally
with the prepositionba) like ZW“FSRat2!a”awa©iranger,(36$|'_l§a
pala Oin haste,0 dBBOR ha#in error.O

An overtly expressedogical subjectin no way obviatesthe necessityfor
a third-personagentafbx, but the agentafbx cannotbe attachedo the logi-
cal sulpect.

MR B 5F &6™ 0B jsobro i p’r diramak¥%on The old gent took the dir-
wargirt. hems.

nSQ%RiZO Kulak%on ba mydeerwit.  The boys said to me.
N30 i2©5 B#iin ba kutaksim wit. | said to the boys.

Each and every transitive verb in the past tense must have its own
agentafbx, i.e. oneagentafbx cannotservemorethanoneverb. For exam-
ple,in the phrase-((B@. 3B r2y kird u gut’ (Ohdacedhim andsaidOhe
brstagentafbx, -y, servesonly the verbrz-kird; the secondverb, gut, must
alsohavean agentafbx, and sincethereis no preposedmatter,the afbx is
on the end of the verb.

! Prepositionapbhraseswith pronominalcomplementgpresenta specialproblem.
See 027.3 below.
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Whena phraseconsistonly of anexpressedbgical subject(agent) prep-
ositional matterto which the agentafbx cannotbe attachedandverb, then
the agent afbx is attached to the verb:

E -3 Zmp\'—Jwydchaki ba tzla"awa the girl said angrilyE

Wit"E

a 27.1.The Ergative in South Sorani. In North Soranithe pasttenseof all
trarsitive verbsis madeon the ergative model with agentafpxesas de-
scribedabove.In South Sorani,however,a split hasoccurred.Generally,
the ergativeconstrution hasbeendisplacedby the non-ergativeconstruc-
tion onthe modelof intrarsitive pastverbs(anddoubtlesslyunderthe inBu-
enceof Persian)However,the older ergativeconstructiorhasremainedor
certainpgurativeexpressionsAlthoughthe ergativeis theoreticallyavail-
ablefor any pasttransitiveverb, its usemay producea statemenbn the bg-
urative planethat soundsOfunny®r oddNi.e. a bgurativeusethat really
hasno conventionabpplication.Forinstancetheverb B‘qu, K#m %2 tin
Oto burn someoneOs house® may have an actual, literal application, as in

JQ, ** & S8Kikottakt i D%or%o sztim | burned DaraOs house
down

or it may have a bgurative application, as in
N3, T*& S8Knkottaks i D%ord%em szt Ol burned Darads houseO

but here,sinceit is ergative,it is Pgurativeandreally meansOlruinedhim,0
Oldid him in.OTheverb 9&'*“DO | n%n-khwkorditeatbread@aybe ei-
ther actually Otoeat (some)bread®r bgurativelyOtobreak bread,havea
meal,enjoy someneObospitality.@n the actuallevel the pasttenseis n%on
khw%ordirmas in

T&m: Nn%on khw%ordim | ate bread.
while on the bgurative level the past tensaésnim khw%eis in
&(D] : Zmatak ewa n%onim khw%eridbroke bread with you (I
enjoyed your hospitality).
North Sorani,with no suchdifferentiation,expressethesetwo examplesas
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mM%o#HakitD %or %87 t%and n%oninkhw%ordn all situations(n%oerkhw%ordinis
meaningless in North Sorani).

a 27.2.Pronounsas Logical Objects of Past Transitive Verbs. With past
trarsitive verbs,whenthe agentafbx precedeshe verb, enclitic pronominal
logical objectsare attachedto the paststem of the verb, but the enclitics
usedare the subjectendingsfor the intransitive past: asin the following

paradigmof the verb %.g%o-kirdi®toinformOwith the 3rd-personsingular
agent afbxy.

T&"O%ﬂ%oy kind he informedme Ba}&'OeM%oy kirdhe informecdus
—I\&)"O%d%oy ki®) he informedyou 9&"06&4%0y kirdhe informedyou
&)"OeM%oy kiree informechim/her 9&"06&&%@ kirdhe informedhem
A 3rd-persorsingularlogical objectis not overtly expressedavith a pronom-
inal sufpxsinceit is implicit in the zeroendingof theverb (asin thesecond
example below).

-6 7FB.\ 7HBtmat(t) | didnOt see you
“\788tmdt | didnOt see him/her/it
B%a#itgirtin you picked them up
8\78 8 m%.ndtin we didnOt see you (pl)
95'E'@§:tt%onkesh%on you (pl) were pulling them

With a 3rd-persorplural inanimatelogical object,theverboptionallyagrees
in numberwith thelogical object.In theexample,n’\"023i 5#2'&"6“@9
k%obr%op”r diramak%orivargirt Otheold genttook the dirhems,®he verb
couldalsobe B‘\“023argirtin to agreewith the plural logical object.Simi-
larly, in the sentence

BE.>dj 2801 Bbys%kowk kiowakd%on” ki"(#.man bought the books.

the verb k!” may agreewith the plural logical objectask!"n. With 1st-and

! Anotherway of analyzingthis patternis to think of the pasttransitiveverbdtas
meaning Osawhim/her/it. OSimilarly, d"tim meansOsawme,Od"t"(t) meansOsaw

you.O The logical subjects of these verbs must be expressed by agent afbxes.
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2nd-persorogical objectsandwith animate3rd personsthe verb perforce
agrees with the object in both number and person.

Whenthe agentafbx doesnot precedethe verb (i.e. if only the verb, or
verb + logical subject,andno otherelementis present)the logical subject
agentafpx is sufbxedto the verb brst, and the logical object follows the
agentafbx except for the 3rd-person singular agent When the logical
subjectis 3rd-persorsingular,the orderis reversedthelogical objectcedes
the logical subject.In the table below areall availableforms usingd’tin Oto
see@san example;the logical objectsaregivenin boldface.Again, a 3rd-
personsingularlogical-objectpronounis not expressedit is built into the

verb.
me you him/her us you them
lsaw N <& P& K B)& B)&
d'tim”(t)  d"tim d"timin d"timin
yousaw FO& N -0& 26& N 86¢&
d"titim d"tit d"tit’n d"titin
shesaw UN& . 0& A& tidg tOX t 0
d"tim” dnt"tn dlltn dﬂtﬂnn d"tinn dﬂtinn
wesaw N -i80\& 90\& K Bio\& Bid\&
d"tm%on”(t) d"tm%on d"tm%onin d"tm%onin
yousaw U0& N 90& 28& K Bid&
d"tt%onim d"tt%on  d"tt%on"n d"tt%onin
they saw 0'0& -i80&  910& 280& Bid& Bif®&
d"ty%onim d"ty%on”(t) d’ty%on  d'ty%on"n d"ty%onin d’ty%onin
me you him/her us you them
I didnOt seeN -i678%8 -\788 « 8\7%8 8\7#8
nimd't’(t) nimd’t nimd’tin - nimd"tin
you didnOt P\BB « -\A8 26488 « 8\'A8
see nitd"tim nitd"t nitd"t’'n nitd"tin
she didnt P\B8  —i¢A8 -\7A8 2¢/A8 8\A8 8\A8
see nfyd’tim niyd"t’'(t) niyd't ntyd’t’n  ntyd'tin niydtin
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we didnGt -i6788 -\788& « 8\7858¢ 8\758¢

see n¥m%ond”t”(t)nFm%ond”t n¥m%ond”tinn¥m%ond”tin

you didndt P\7H® R -\788 24788 « 8\788

see ntt%ond”tim nit%ond”t nit%ond’t’n nit%ondtin

they didnOt P\78B —i¢788 -\788 24788 8\788 8\788

see nty%ond” timniy%ond”t’(t) nty%ond’t nfy%end’t’n nty%ondtin nfy%oend’tin

In SouthSoranithe situationis altogethedifferent. Since,with the few ex-
cepfions noted above, the ergative constructionhas beenlost, transitive
verbsareregularlyconjugatedexactlylike intransitivesandpronominalob-
jects are addeddirectly to the end of the verb formNall on the Persian
model. The normalformsfor SouthSoraniareasfollows (notethatthe nor-
mal South Sorani third-person plural endingais instead ofin):

me you him/her  us you them
lsaw N W& W& « IR& 9N&
d"timit d"tim” d"timt%on d"timy%on
you saw HG& N . 16& 9M& W 94t&
d"t"tim artt” d"t"tm%on d"t"ty%on
shesaw P\& -0& A& 90\& 9:0& 9'0&
d’tim d"tit d't” dtm%n d'tt%on  d’'ty%on
wesaw N @& tid& «® ot  9Y&
d"t"nit dt'n” d’t'nt%n  d"t’ny%on
yousaw BY& N t 0 98& W 94¢&
d"tinim d'tin” d"tinm%on d"tiny%on
they saw B& -&& | B& O®/& 9B& 9B&
d’tanim  d'tanit d’tan” d"tanm%on d"tant%on d”tany%on

a 27.3. Pronominal Prepositional Complementswith Agent Afbxes.In
pasttransitiveverbsthe spacenormally availablefor a preposegronominal
complementis takenby the agentafbx. In this case the prepositionandits
complementare splitNthe prepositionprecedeshe verb, and the comple-

mentof the preposiion is Obumped® the endof theverb, butthe pronouns
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usedare the endingsusedfor intransitive pastverbs(-im/-m, -"(t)/-y(t), N,
-"n/-yn,-in/-n, -in/-n). Note especiallythat whenthe prepositionalcomple-
mentis 3rd-personsingular, nothing is addedto the verb stem. Sincethe
pastverb hasbuilt-in logical objects,theselogical objectsare usedin such
constructions as prepositional compknts. The example

|2&QG EC/'I':’irsy%or-km%on le dak%o.. He asks a question of us.

(present tense), can be viewed diagrammatically as follows:

-
Z W

e Pirsydrek | -m%on | ddkd
[

i |

ahF prepositional phrase wi

preposed complemen
But in the pasttenseNOhaskeda questionof usONtheagentafbxtakesthe
place that would be occupiedby the preposedcomplementto the prepo-
sition, so the complementof the prepositionis removedto the end of the
verb stem,

Ba&m&—/}/ Pirsy%orek” le kird"h. He asked a question of us.

A ! kird | -

Agent Preposition:
affix phrase

Pirsydrek

PAST
TENSE

In another example,

! Or, the incompletesequencepirsy%.rek-le-kirdean be thought of as meaning
Oasked-a-question-adéd the personalending-"n suppliesthe Oobject@us.Guch
anapproachs probablycloserto how native speakerfeel@ll suchconstructions
involving a preposition+ verb. In the next example,bo-n%ordis certainly felt to
mean Osent-to@nd -in suppliesthe Oobject@them.@&ven in the present-tense
examplebo-dtnerimis felt to meanOl-am-sending-toéhd the preposedy%orsup-
plies the object Othem.®ative speakersio not seemto feel that -y%.rbo really Ogo
together@sa coherentunit in any way separabldrom the verb; they think of bo-
d¥nerimasthe coherenunit andfeel thatthe properplaceto pauseis between-y%on
and bo, not betweenbo and dfnerim To a certainextent,in the minds of native
speakerdo-n%ordiris not felt to differ substantiallyfrom ha#-girtinor any other

compound verb.
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'{"B&%ECEBMN kt%ow%onty%on bo  IOm sending those books to
dtnerim. them.

the prepositiorbo has its complemeny%o.ipreposed:

aw kt%ow%: |-y%on b |dEnerin

prepositional phrase
with preposed compleme

In the past,however the agentafpx-(i)m takesthe placeof the complement
of the preposition.The complemenis deferredto the end of the verb stem
and is changed frony%orto 4n, giving

9'& +IBBED My kt%owontm bo ndrdinsent those books to them.

aw kt%ow%: ! n%or | -in

agen prepositiong
affix phrase

Whenthe brstavailableelemento which anagentafbx canbe attacheds a
preposition the complemenbf the prepositionis Obumped,&sin the fol-
lowing:

3238}“, . +REa§ﬁyky%on boy szr kirdin- their mother fried it for

.9:*&|' Rwa u boy d%o-n%on. them and set it down
before them.

agent affix
; \

ddykydn | bo || -y | sdrkird | -in | -awa

prepositional phrase

Herethe-y onboyin both partsof the sentencés theagentafbxreferringto
d%oyky%amd the -in in kirdinawa and d%.-n%nrnishesthe complemenbf
the prepositiobo. Another example is as follows:
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E JWA@@ﬂ"'&orakiy le girtim u pey he took the money from

witimE me and said to meE
prepositional prepositional
phrase phrase *
Pdrakd -y le |girt | -im |u| pe -y wit | -im
agen agent
afbx afbx

Herethe -y on p%orakaindon pe is the agentafbx (OheGandthe -im sufbx
in the verbs girt and wit are complementgo the prepositionsle and pe
respectively.

Other examples are as follows:

< (-HjFB#'ma'?}ﬁarg%oy%on kirdawa min They opened the dodor
Za#&%f'mmomp darg%oy%hm kir-  me.

dimawa

<(m:@\(235%2#akay wargit® ema  He took the monefrom
ZF[EB@HKG (lem%ony pZ#akaye us.

wargirt’n
< (' B+BRE9"HBMhm%son wita to (pet)> We said thigo you.
- B3 "FBNemtm%ope wit" (t)

~

—{BLB: = B 3witim pet> pen wit) | saidto you.

< (géﬁm&)'ﬁ/égqsam kirdbo ewa | told you a story.
Q&I-]:@Aé (bot%on¥ gsambo kirdin
BQ|(<QWQ‘J|(@/em girl® aw (leyy | listenedto him.
O gwemle girt
Y'ﬁ (9"59551:3 wit” ba aw%on (pey%sn) He saidto them.
pey witin

Sincethe ergative constructionis not in normal usein South Sorani, the
placenentof thesepronounds quitethereverseof North Sorani.Therefore,
while in North Soranipeywitim meansOhesaidto me,On SouthSoraniit
meansOlsaidto him.CBot kirdim meansOyoudid it for me@Gn North Sorani
but Oldid it for youOn SouthSorani,andbom%okirdin meansOwedlid it for
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you/themO in North Sorani but Oyou/they did it for usO in South Sorani.

a 27.4. Displacementof a Possessivé’ronoun by a PreposedPreposi-
tional Complement. Similar to the displacementf a prepositionatomple-
ment by the agentafbx is the displacemenbf a possessiveronounby a
preposed prepda#nal complement. In a construction such as the fatigw

n35tﬁ iENﬁ'SFB"éh%owim ba raf’qak%.nimMy eye fell upon my
kawt. friends.

if the noun raf’qak%onin®s replacedby a pronoun,turning the phraseinto
-y%oIpe, the preposerepositionatomplemenObumpste possessiveim
from its position orch%ovto the end of the verb, as:

ngégéé%owy%un pe kawtim  my eye fell upon them

prepositiona
phrase

ch9%ow e kavit
ﬁ—mgdil:_'e;

The endingson the verbin suchsituationsarethe verbalpersonalendings,
not the possessived he brst-persorshowsno difference,of course put the
other persons are distinguished, as in the following:

%B"énﬁB%BﬁS'éé%owy%on ba min kawt >their eye fell upon me
B®&Hd ch%ewim pe kawtin

ch%w| -impe kawt

% modibe ‘

In a combinationof the principles given in this and the precedingpara-
graphswhena possessiveronounwould befollowed by anagentafbx, the
possessivgronounmay also be Obumped® the end of a pasttransitive
verb (turning into the intransitive pastsubjectpronounsin the process)as
in

P\&Eﬁ@"d@ ku! a korpaktOy dftt. He sawmy infant son.
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T iW'%ﬁG'QO ku! a korpaktOm%.ri@)t We sawyour infant son.
2@%56"@@ ku! a korpak%enOy%smd’"tThey sawour infant sons.

The brstexamplecouldalsobe expressedxs—l‘\&'jm(jku! a korpa-
kimOu"t, but the combinationof possessivgronoun+ agentafbx is gen-
erally avoided. Hence the ObumpedO possessive.

o 28. The Perfect Active Participle. The perfectactiveparticipleis formed
by adding-z to the paststemof theverb. With paststemsthatendin vowels
the participle takes the fornw-

CONSONANT STEMS VOWEL STEMS
INFINITIVE PARTICIPLE INFINITIVE PARTICIPLE

n . " - n n
Be"@étin > JF'teetz 9" #h%.n > 3" Hhosow

8>m-gayshtin > :{(tmgayshti O* R r7-d%on > 3, rzd%ow
Zzg&rdinawa > 233&kird2awa Béln > (&dk!“w

In meaningthe perfectactive participle correspondsoughly to the English
presantperfectparticiple:QKFCh%othhavingome,a%“mgayshti
Ohaing understood,233&“")f(?rdiawaf)havin@pened,@c. Transitivity
andintranstivity areretainedn the participle,i.e. (‘\“d(!”w meansDhaving
boughtGn the adive sensenot Oboughti® the passivesense(For the per-
fect pasive parttiple, see ©34.1 lew.)

The perfectactiveparticipleis principally usedto form the presenperfect
tense(seea29below),butit canalsobeusedboth adjectivally(?(“HSENG
p%oshkaw@fallerbehind,backward,a"(ﬁb"lqg&%on”sht@havingatdown,
seated,@nd?(‘ = (‘ﬂlustiéhavingoneto sleep,asleepGndnominally
(SR rzd%ovDeventOX R r7-d%.rOto happen, take placed).

a 29. The PresentPerfect Tense(Intransitive). The presentperfecttense

of intransitive verbsis formed from the perfectactive participle plus the

presentopulas Exampledrom 9'#n%o@tcremain@perfectactivepartici-
Jl‘ . A ~ . .. [

ple 3‘#m%o\)vandB Ch%otlrOtccome(I)perfectactlvepartmplef.{ FCh%oti

are:
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B"Hssowim B3 #Ho%own HF"r(%otim BQF"I{%otiyn
8" Hwow )y  BHmwowin A\ FFMetzy)  BFMetzn
2 3howa B" Hosowin ZG:"r(%otia giF'k%otin
The negative is formed by prebxing-

B3B8t m%owim M%oW"n Hth%uth %Fasih%otiyn

&c.

Verbsendingin -awaareconjugatedasfollows. Note especiallythe inbxed
-t- in the 3rd-person singular.

m"#%owimawa 2931'#%ow"nawa ZaF"K%otimawa qu-Fl't(%otiynawa
Zm"#%ow”tawa 28" Hosowinawa ZMF'motiytawa ZaF"I(%otinawa
2%"#%owatawa %"#%Uwinawa ZE{F"I(%otiatawa ZaF"l@éotinawa

For generalpurposesthe presentperfecttenseof Kurdish is equivalentto
the English presentperfect(Olhave comeO)lt is in all respectsthe exact
equivalentof the Persiarpastnarrative(H‘th%otirrF T2PBand 2 3 n%owa
= —|‘, ’23# andthis meanghatin Kurdishthe presenperfectis usedin sit-
uationswherean action or changeof statein the pastis felt to be of par-
ticular relevance to a prest situdion.

o 29.1. The PresentPerfect Tense(Transitive). The presentperfecttense
of transitive verbsis madefrom the agentafpxesplus the pastparticiple
plus the 3rd-pers. pres. copula)(-as inkhwardinOto eatO akidn Oto buy.O

23&DT-im khwikerdza 23& 0" Hn%on khwordza
23&DN -it khwdkordza 23&DOE t%on khwkordza
238D - khw¥ordza 23& O & y%on khwikordza
Z(U-r-im kI"'wa Z(w"#‘n%on kI"wa
Z(th -it k"wa Z(bgé-t%on kI"'wa
Z(U. - kI"'wa Z(kﬁéy%on kI"'wa

Verbsin -awahavea -t- insertedbetweerthe copulaa and-awa, asin 2%
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kirdinawaOto open® a2B$BRd&z" nawato discover.O

ZM -im kirdZatawa
23F38N -it kirdzatawa
2&3& -" kirdzatawa

Zmll#n%on kirdzatawa

ZMét%on kirdZzatawa
ngly%on kirdZzatawa

Zm -im doz"watawa
2%&1 -it doz"watawa
ZWL -" doz"watawa

Zmll#n%on doz"watawa

2%89ét%on doz"watawa
ngéy%on doz"watawa

When nothing elseis availableto which the agentafbxesmay be joined,
theyfall onthe participleandarefollowed by the 3rd-persorsingularcopu-
la -a (exceptthe 3rd singular,which hasthe form -yat*), asin 9'&‘D<hw%or-

din andB&k"n:

5%'&thw%ordima Skahw%ordZm%ona
BB'&thw%ordzta SMthW%ordZt%ona
- SB'&thw%ordiyat“ SMthw%ordiy%ona
%dk!”wima 5&“@&!"Wm%ona
ade!“wita 58@1@! "Wt%ona
- E(\*dk!"wyat” 58ﬂf{l&"wy%ona

Whenany otherelements available the agentafpxesarejoinedthereto,as

in the negative:

Zg&m&mkhw%ordia 23&'\' BBtmsenkhwikerdza

23&(581tkhw%ord2a 23&N§8¢t%onkhw%ord2a

23&E58tykhwkordza 23&NB8ty%enkhwordza
2(EF8tmkwa 2(E 158t m%onk"wa
Z(Es&tk!"wa Z(E.@it%onk!“wa
2(%yk!”wa Z(E.my%onk!”wa

! The same-yat”thatresultsconsistentlyfrom the 3rd-persorsingularenclitic -”/-y
plus the 3rd-personsingularcopula. The spelling of this sufpxis inconsistentSee
al5 above.
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o 30. The Past Perfect Tense (Intransitive). For intransitive verbswith

paststemsendingin a consonantlike hatin > hat-), the pastperfecttense,
which is fundtionally equivalent to the English pastperfect(Olhad come,
you hadgoneO)s formedfrom the paststem+ i + the pasttenseof bzn Oto
be.Qverbswith paststemsendingin a vowel (like bZn > bZ) form the past
perfect tense from the simple stem + the past tenisénof

B @stibzm BRI 1@tibzyn
S\ l@stibzy(t) B t@sotibzn
JF ' t@sotibz R "t@uctibzn

TBRY chzbzm BRRY chzbzyn
3R chzbzy( HFRY chzbzn
3R chzbz HFRY chzbzn

The negative is formed by prebxing to the verb:

TS5t hosetibzm BRIF5@:h%tibzyn
—~\FF5Bhosetivzy () B F5B:hskotibzn
JFSBshsictivz B F5B:hskotibzn

The pastperfectof bzn OtdbeGran be slightly irregular. In additionto the
expectedqﬂﬁibz thereis alsoa conjugatiorbasedn theform ?\‘mibi,

as follows:
BPibzm BRRibzyn
TR I Mibzy () R Ribzn
IPRibz RMibzn
The pastperfecttenseis commonlyusedin the expressiorhesht%s nega-
tive past peect +ka (Ono sooner hadEthan,O Oscarcely hadEwhenO).

%‘@&ﬂm(‘%ﬂb Hesht%o nfnustibka No sooner had he gone to

- >5(D)(O dang+k®” ba gwe gaysht.sleepthan a sound
reached his ear.

o 30.1. The Past Perfect Tense (Transitive). The past perfect tenseof
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transitiveverbsis formed, like thatof intransitiveverbs,from the paststem
+ -i- + the pasttenseof bznNwith the additionof the agentafbxessome-
where.Paststemsthatendin vowelsaddbz directly without the -i-. Exam-
ples:d"tin andd%on:

BET-im drtibz DD "Hngson dtiby - IRTEmn d%ebz JRBbn%on do%ebz
3 3

D& -it atibz DO Et%en dtiby  FRO&it dssobz  FRO&%en d%obz
3 3
ID& - aibz JDDEyson dtibz FRFE dkobz IR y%on dskob

As with all pasttransitivesjf thereis nothingelseto which the agentafbxes
can be attached, they go onto the end of the verb form, as in

BB tibzm  O'FBEtibzm%on ~ BREEbzm  9'FREEebzm%en
NIBEtibzt  IE@Etibzteon  NFREEebzt  IEHR HBubt%on
A D&tibzy  OEtibzy%on . FREGbzy QAR E&ubzy%on

And if thereis anyavailablepreverbalmatter,the agentafbxesareattached
thereto, as in negative and compound verbs. Exangitasanddar-hen%on.

JD7EBtmdtibz 37 B8 mondrtibz
D ABttdtibz 37 88:t%ondrtibz
IDA8tydibz I W7 8&ty%ondtibz
:'{ng&arimhen%obi Q%I%rm%onhen%obi
Q%Q&arithen%obi Q%Q&art%onhen%obi
Q%Q&ar”hen%obi q%é&ary%onhen%l)bi

o 31. The Past Subjunctive. The intransitive past subjunctiveis formed
like the pastperfect,but insteadof the pasttenseof bzn, the presentsub-
junctive ofbznis added. Examplef%otirandchzn:

TF"®%etibim 2 Hstibn ‘Y chzbim 2B chzbn
St t)  =F'Mtibin - Y chzbry  BR chzbin
A FFletive(t) =F'Mtibin -~ B chzbet)y  BR chzbin
The negative is formed by prebxing- to the verb:
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;FEBth%ctibim  2F5@:h%ctibn i3 [B8tchzbim  2BIB8ichzbn
= PF5Bths%dtib’(ty =FB@th%etibin B 8tchzb )y BREDBtchzbin
—PEBthsdtibet) =FB@th%etibin ~ BB 8ichzbet) BREDBtchzbin

Transitiveverbsare similarly formed (here,asusual,a 3rd-persorsingular
paient is assumed). ExampleBtin andd%.n:

>08 im d"tibe(t >0 Gmon d'tibe(t)
>0&" -it dtibe(t) >0 -t%0n dtibe(t)
>0& " d'tibe(t) >0 L y%on drtibe(t)

+*&Jim ds%ebe(t) +*Gm%on d%obe(t)
+*&" -it d%obe(t) +*&1 -t%on do%obe(t)

+* & dkobe(t) +* 8L y%on d%obe(t)

If thereis no preverbalmatteravailable the agentafpxesareattachedo the
verb, as follows in the exampld&in andkirdinawa:

I:j;@d"tibetim Q@d”tibetm%on
— O@Batibetit OB tibettoson
. @tibet QB tibety%on

Zm&irdibetimawa Zsagadrdibetm%onawa
ZEL‘R& rdibetitawa ZBW‘& rdibett%onawa
25133%& rdibet’awa ZBW‘&! rdibety%.nawa

And if thereis anyavailablepreverbalmatter,the agentafbxesareattached
thereto, as iml"tin anddar-hen%on:

— R HBtmdtibe(t) & B8 msondtibe(t)

— YT Bttd"tibe 1) — Y& 88t ts6ond"tibet)

— YA Frtyd*tibe () — Y& 88ty%ond'tibe(t)
- mz&arimhen%obe(t) - m"ﬂ'&arm%onhen%obe(t)
- m&arithen%obe(t) - m@&art%onhen%obe(t)
- m&ar"hen%obe(t) - m@&ary%onhen%ube(t)
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The pastsubjunctiveis used(1) afterall constructionghat take subjunctive
conmplements when the complement is in the past, as, for example

(a) after 28beOmust,O as in
.:¢éﬁ+2&2§3y%owak%on dfbe royshtiThe men must have gone.

bin.
=08&>080 58 M &:be aw shit%onit d’tibe You must have seen those
(d"tibin). things.

(b) for a pasttensecomplemento a predicateadjective.Suchcomple-
mertary clausesareoftenintroducedby the conjunction&i(a Othat,But it
is optional.

) >\ 9% 5&Q@1Rang a ka b%or%en by, 1tOs possible that it (has)
rained:

.P.@BLE&\NA()ZW niya (ka) digtim. 1tOs not necessary for me

to have seen it.

(2) in pastclausesafter superlativegnotethatarelative-clausantecedent
modiPed by a superlative is in the indebnite statd)E

+*&56ﬂ5$@#55\/ekam”n kas+k a ka haw#He is the brst person who

E  d%beE has attemptedE

In this type of clausethe subjectof the relative clausemustbe the sameas
the noun modibed by the superlative. In an example such as

5#¢5E$Q¢Sﬁ\ekam"n kasek a ka dttia heOs the prst person 10ve

seen

therelativeclauseis not subjunctivebecausehe subjectsof the mainclause
(OGhed) and of the relative clause (O10) are different.

(3) in pastrelative clausesafter negatives(OtherésnOanyonewho has
ED) or expressionsvith an essentiallynegativesenseg(Otherare few who
haveEOQ)

'Comparethis with the presensubjunctive: “r"“FFg]’ 5(502'rang a kab%or%on
bib%ore(tPitOs possible that it will rain.d
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. Z%BM'(B‘@ 5‘dKas niya (ka) am kt%.wiyThere isnOt anyone who
_+7|-€|58 nikhwendibe. hasnOt read this book.

308 HB5C« BdBodkam kas haya "ik%eyat a Rare is the person who has

328 & &()!| B kon u lamezh™nak%en i not heard old Kurigh
Vi 3 BABOY@e]  kurd la d%eyapra u b%ebstories of long ago from

>@/B8+D d%oyk u kasuk%or i khoy his grandmother, grand-
nib”stibe. father, mother, and rela-
tives.

(4) after(:{‘“?)g 2 Rak(z) Oathoughdn the pastfor hypotheticakitua-
tions (note that wak(Z) followed by the indicative meansOjustisGor situ-

ations that have aaily occurred)

E ZSEdFQfEBGPEVakZ shiteky%on b"r kawtiAs though they remem-

betawaE bered somethingE

(5) in the past protasis of a possible conditional

X+®—|m"‘<ﬂ @\Agar gy%on i khom bakht If | have sacribced my life
W@B&lﬂ‘) 3‘L"B kirdibe la pen%ow i for the sake of my son, |

P3| kulimG%o, min h”ch i kaOnio not want artping
NY%owe. else.

a 32. The Irrealis Mood. Theirrealismood,which expressean unfulblled
or unfulbllable contrafactuaktatementusually dependentipon an unreal-
ized condtional, is identical to the past habitualtense(a- or da- + past
tense).

(a) Theirrealisis usedin the apodosisof contrafactuakonditionals(see
133 below) andexpressionshat are contrafactuabpodosesvith ellipsis, as
in

.BMG!*(EE@amatw%on" hchitir 1 couldnOt have done any-

bikam. thing else (even if | had
wanted to).

' This may be contrastedvith NOXFEENTINE P Jvakz aw shittydseh’r kawt

Ojust as they remembered that thing.O
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.!*@&38,5(50—@ kase w%oy daz%on”. Anybody would have

known.

(b) Theirrealisis usedafter 3 & DkhozgadwouldhatGor unfulblled
wishes in the past:

!—liFwnﬁC"'m&hozgaj%ur-k i tir'sh Would that you had come

ah%ot"t! some other time!
lnllém&hozga zist%on ndah%.t'Would that winter had not
come!

a 33. The Past Conditional. Therearetwo forms of the pastconditional
mood (Oifl had gone,@Dhad gone®)The brst past conditional mood is
formedof the subjunctiveprebxb’- (negativent-) + the simple pastconju-
gation + %oya

INTRANSITIVE
5\" Lﬁ"@otim%oya 5@"@%ot"n%oya
5W'E%Ot”t%oya S\Flll@%otin%oya
5\é'k')@%ot%oya S\Flll@%otin%oya
TRANSITIVE
Sw-g-im b’nZzs"%oya 5&-’3{-@"#11%0n b’nZs"%.ya
5&-’3—% -it b’nZs"%oya Sﬁ@ét%on b'nZs"%.ya
5&-’3—R— " b’nZs"%oya S&q@éy%un b’nZs"%eya

The secondpastconditionalis similarly formed, but the b’- prebxis op-
tional, and insteadof the personalendings+ -tya the verbis formedlike
the past suybnctive but based ob%q a variant of the subjunctive bgn.

INTRANSITIVE
TIE"TF"6)h%tib%em B 8" BB 6)h%otib%oyn
=\ G Y (6)hosetib%oy (1) OFE" L' (6')hosotib%on

' Or, if thereis nothing precedingto which the agentafPx can be attachedthe

forms areSE-q-Fb‘mn23’%oya5\¢qM‘tnis"%oyéwlfﬂB’ynis”%oya, &c
61



SORANI KURDISH
(OO (6)hosctib%o(ya) OFE" " (6')h%sotib%on

TRANSITIVE
OV, IH-im (0)nzsb%eya)  (ONRPFF Hnskon (0)nzsib%e(ya)
ORI -it (0)nzsib%e(ya) S\RF-RE%n (0)nzsib%e(ya)
OGOV, IR - ©)nzs"bk(ya) SRR y%0n (b)nzs"b%(ya)

The past conditional mood is used in the following instances:

(@) In contrafactualconditional sentencesthe protasis(the OifCtlause)
containsaverbin the pastconditionalmood,andin the apodosigthe result
clause)theverbis in theirrealis. Note, asin the lastthreeexampleselow,
thatagar may be elipsed from the protasis.

nc%‘ml'ﬁ-‘fFQ ‘Bmgar dwene b’h%o.t"t%oya, If you had come yester-

A\ & 8z%odit dtdt. day, you wouldOve seen
Azad.
96BN/B\HR 5B 5B Mar n%makat brdssya, If you had sent the I, it
tgay”. would®ve arrived.
nxﬁ(lS'&,i{'li(RS(ﬂ\Agar bitnZs"%oya, la b’rit If you had written it, you
3TR2B8 ntdachz. wouldnOt have forgotten

it.
OH A T8F TMBHMin agar bimz%en"b%eya If | had known that it

-BT“(’:'\I:-BI\]]D%, BR awh%.m%on basar de, amwould happen thus to us,

DR 5B FEDRBS reg¥%y+Om nadagirt” bar lwouldnOt have taken
35#5;-5\43(‘@5;@] khom u b%owk”shimim tzsthis road and | wouldnOt

SMM‘CR‘#B “BEBR i am hamZ badakht” u  have caused myself and
&258 m%o#twer%on”t nadakird. my father to encounter all
' this misfortune.

XEO'H BB ISHTRHM%o# ba m%ott b’'ga!%oyt%byad you gone around

ass K3N 2PV bejiga la %ofrat u min%e# house by house, you
.&2BB\e h'ch kasek i tirit nfdad”. wouldnOt have seen any-
one other than women

and children.
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' ECH?_W@B"#' B\lan%osy%owk biyd”b%on, Weere someone who didnOt
55”[‘]((2&%& har dZky%on” dagut cho#aknow to see them, he

would call them both
swallows.

nm\ﬁ%(ﬁfc%(éﬁiywit%oya biro 16 aw barHad he said, OGo throw

M&‘Dlm 2%o"% khot bikha khw%orayourself off that high
.szD wa, khom dakhist” khw%oplace,O | would have

rawa. thrown myself off.

(b) The pastconditionalmoodis usedfor pastcomplements$o —RN\sh%o##%o
(OwishOpnd A Wry%{Owouldhat,Bunctionally equivalento khozgat ir-
realis [see ©32, above]) for unfulblled wishes.

9'é:>‘ ECGd ’( —RIN Sh%e#%0 swkor i kay9ssH wish they had moued

1T+ THeR38) ' d&F0e brkird"t%oya u ko#%oen ba you on an ass and
BWPOR'N  ko#%on i sho%or biyedsey- paraded you through

t%oyd. every street in town.
.5\]&82' i33MBE/%o aw k%orty nakirdi- Would that he hadnOt done
b%oya. that.

o 34. The PassiveVoice. The pastpassivestemis constructedrom the
presentstemof atransitiveverb + -r%. The presenipassivestemis the pres-
entstem+ -re-. For example from the stemb”n Oseafdme OB m%.rOto
beseen, EER nrwdiwasseen,@nd = IELR 8t b nre(t)dits/canbe seend;
from the stemner Osend®@mesI* ¥ BierrkhOtde sent, F¥Bierrt Oiwas
sent,@nd— ‘TP &t nerre(t)Oits sent.Fhe pastandpresenpasivesare
regularly conjugated:

PAST PASSIVE

TERnr%m BER)"nr%oyn TABherr%m B'a?nerr%oyn
—I\ER”nr%oy(t) OE R nr%n —l\w\(&err%oy(t) " Brerr%on

! B'y%ongeroyt%sytal (subjunctiveprebx)+ y%or{agentafbx) + ger%gverb stem)
+ yt (2nd-person singular patient sufbxjdydconditional sufpx).

2 Sincerr = !, the verbnerr¥%olis often written alternatively d%#$%
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ER)"nr%o QER“nr%on *N&err%o

PRESENT PASSIVE

EH&tb"nrem 2 E&tb"nreyn Um&xnerrem
= “Eg&tb”nrey(t) B&tb"nren - ﬂ Wa&:tnerreyt
I:Eg&tb"nre(t) B&tb"nren —I|W3&¢nerre(t)

g*v&err%un

2|Wa&tnerreyn
BCR &:nerren
BCR &tnerren

The pastperfectpassiveconjugationis regularlyformedasa vowel stem(Ol

had been seen, | had been sentO &c.):

-HIER"nr%obim m”nr%obiyn

—I\’i Eﬁ"nr%obiy(t) gim"nr%obin
?(IER"nr%obi gim"nr%obin
HR\’Blerr%obim Bﬁ%err%obiyn
_'\’1 Rv&err%obiy(t) %R"&err%obin
Q%err%obi %R"&err%obin

IrregularpassivesAlthoughthe passives regularlyandpredictablyformed
from the vastmajority of verbs,the following commonverbshaveirregu-

larly formed passives:

ACTIVE PASSIVE
83/R"stin > gzm"str%on b"streas well as the regularly formed
9\’7\ﬁR”sr%on b"sre-
O* &on > O9&d(i)ron d(i)re-
8\&tin > Wm”ndr%on b"ndreas well as the regularly formed
OE B'nrd%on bnre-

B@irtin > 9*0g”r%on g're-

B‘f@otin > 9’*(09utr%on gutre-
83MWkhistin > 9*Dxhir%on khire-
9&thw%ordin > 9’(thur%on khure-

9&Xirdin > O (i)r96on K(i)re-
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9'& n%ordin > 9‘& N%ordr%on n%ordMerdr%on nerdreand the
regularly formed*Berrdon nerre-

9: n%on > Aln(iyr%on n(iyre-
Witin > %Witr%on witre-

Other moodsand tensesof the passiveare regularly formed. All passive
verbsareintransitiveby depnitionandthereforeneverform their pasttenses
on the ergative model. Examples of passive constructions are as follows:

58\ “HBNACS/'Sorew st a am "ik%oyatdonilt is necessary that these

w""‘é)GZBfM.S(‘-‘R binZsrenawa u la ch%.p stories be written down,
28IME R  dren u bi#%w bikrenawa.printed, and published.

5BE3 85X 5\ BB anakay«k la bar duk%enaA can had been set down
E{R’[’*&ki d%o-nr%obZ. in front of the shop.

a 34.1.The PastPassiveParticiple. The pastpassiveparticipleis regularly
formedfrom the pastpassivestemin -r%et+ -w, giving, for example,:'E“e R
b”nr%ov@havin@eenseen,(3*"‘81err%ov®havin@eensent,énd?ﬂ@(‘&is-
r%-wOhavingpeenwritten.Orhe negativeparticipleis regularlymadeby pre-
pxingni (B BBb nr%a@nohavingbeenseen, B8 nerr%adnot
having been sentQ).

Fromthe pastpassiveparticipleis madethe presenperfectpassiveconju-
gation (Ol have been seen, | have been invited, &c.):

-BE R"n r%owim % R"n r%ow’n
—I\':E Rn r%ow”(t) AE R nrdowin
2 E’R"n r%owa gE R"n r%owin

-

-B‘pll‘] b%ong kro%ewim Bﬁkpl'] b%ong krd%ew’n

—l\?*bll'] b%ong Kro%ow"(t) 93*b|'] b%ong Krd%owin

Zgbl] b%ong krewa 93*b|'] b%ong Krd%owin
Examples of passive constructions:

98K Buwitz-kirdin Oto iron® > * R Buwitz-kir%orOto be ironedd
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chlez le-girtinOto respect® >97t(m'ez le-g”r%.®to be respectedd
2933 8vzs"nawadto write downd® 2383(Enzsrdenawdito be written

down®

. 5@&@%"6‘65&9 a p%ok u tam”znvtZ- his nice, cleanyoned

Kir%owmkty clothes

M$5mﬁ;y%ow-k i barzrezleg”r%.wan eminentrespected

man

586\ “H-BMU$ 5|§$Zorba i zor i am "ik%oya- The vast majority of these
2%’3(88 t%onhanZsréinawa storieshave not been
written down.

o 35. Postposedverbal Complements.With verbsof motion manyverbal
complementsare postposedi.e. they comeafter the verb and are linked it

by the unstressedowel ~. For example chznis Otago,out chZzn™ m%o#is

Otogo home.(he linking vowel occursin all personsin all tenseslin the
presentensethet inherentin the 2nd and 3rd personssingularis recovered
before the€ . An example of the present tense is thathdn™ m%o#ts:

[3KBER &t chim™ msotte Bkw&tch"n‘ m%otte
Bkm&tch”t“ M%otte Bkgﬂz&tchin‘ m%otte
Bkm&tchet“ M %otte Bkgﬂz&tchin‘ m%otte

In the pasttensesthelinking ~ alsocomeshetweertheverbandits comple-
ment.Thet inherentin the 2nd personsingularis alwaysrecoveredAn ex-
ampleof the paradigmfor verbswith consonant-bnatemsis h%.tin"dare,
Oto come out.O

P28L '"@tim" dar- D'Z&fﬂ:'k.%ot”n' dare
D'Z&I’F'K%ot”t“ dare P2 8 @tin® dare
pP28Fhet dar P2 8 @tin® dare

In 3rd-persorsingularpastverbsendingin -z and-", at maybeinbxed(de-
pendng upondialect) betweenthe verb andthelinking ~, asin chZzn™ sh%e.-
rawa Oto go to townO ayay’n” m%awa Oto reach home.O
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23"'5#11 chZm” sh%.rawa 23"'|§3-ﬂ chZyn™ sh%.rawa

23" Mﬂ chzyt” sh%ecrawa 23'"!3311 chZn” sh%orawa
szm chzt” sh%orawa 23'"!3311 chzn” sh%o.rawa
ZBkSI#BQay”mA m%oftawa Zskﬂ%gay”yn“ m%oftawa
ZB%Qay”ytA m%otawa ZB%Qay”nA m%otawa
23k5§5@ay”t‘ m%otHawa ZB%Qay”nA m%otHawa

In pastverbsthatendin -%eay is inbxedbetweertheverbandthelinking ~,
as ind%on" yeloto throw togetherO:

o SS#E&m yek * 558" #x&8oson” yek
* 5B FH& yek * 55 8&#&%.n" yek
* 55\*(&oy“ yek hd 558517%&%0n‘ yek
* 55\ Rim d%oy” yek * 5B\ Rtn%on d%oy” yek
o 5O\t dsoy” yek * 5B\ R %0n d%oy” yek
*5B\*& d%ey” yek i 55\’%y%on d%oy” yek

With verbsin -awa, the -awa sufbx takesprecedencever the directional
=", which is deleted. Compare the following:

Z+(5L'I'-(%otim“ hosh. | came to consciousness.

Z+@8L "[@timawa hosh. | regained consciousness.

When a postposedirectional complementis turnedinto a preposedpro-
nominal enclitic, the directional becomess-

pgﬂ\d'"‘l\mp@a\/ﬂyawe big%oesh%or> He wants to getb town >

;"R Ayawe byg%et He wants to g it.

2(83[‘51\5%5\(} ?05¢ Harg”z n%oganaw kew a 101l never make ib those
BBO]%& dZr%nt> n%%gany.  far-away mountains >
101l never make ib
them.

123" 19 Chz" sh%erawalso exists in some regions.
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This alsohappenoccasionallywith theverb 5“P)* &oma Otayive to,0n
which casethe prepositionba is deleted,its placetakenby the directional
-+. A full conjugation of this phenomenon is illustrated by the following:

32&N 39\Amadt dadamOIOIl give this to youd
Y BEBAmadm dadaytOyoudll give this to med
,*&RO BBNAmaBy%on dad%ts/ihedIl give this to them®
)\m 58\ mady dadaynOweOll give this to him/her®
Z KO "BONAmadm%on dada®youdll give this to us®
PRRLEBMhabsn dadadtheydll give this to you (ph)O
Examples:

<N*P Qﬂ‘, MShit-kba Ssu%olkarak%on Let him give somethintp
FTBEM  bdo%t > Shityoeorb'd%et  the beggars> Let him
givethem something.

B#§&&%Rm8hit-kimbé aw py%owt | gave somethingp that

d%o > d%sm man > | gave itto him.
P2 7TBR2 &a dir%oim bidars. Give me ten dirhems.
Bﬂ&&ZX@Q&a haz%or I"'tadadam. IOl giveyou ten thousand
liras.

a 36. Factitive Verbs. The factitive inPnitive is formed from the present
stemof theintransitive(if the intransitivestemendsin -g, it is dropped)+
-(y)%ondinThe present stem of all such verbs i(ynen. Examples are:

9"8 rukh%eotfpres. stemukhe-) 97 8'tikh%ondin rukhedto

Oto be dasyedO > destroyO®
O&hirdin (pres. stenmir-) 97 8kir%ondin mirerOto make
Oto die0 > die, to kill®

8>5@ayshtin(pres. stenga-) 97Baay%ddin gayen-Oto make
Oto reachO > reach, to deliver®
8>(50 te-gayshtin(pres. stente- 9789 te-gay%étin te-gayenOto
ga-) Oto understand® > make understand®
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788 +I35ARRL. (I' rew” kher%o rdokesh%o u Kilog fox quickly stretched
mir%ond. out and played Opossum
(Omade himself deadO).

.D78é+9)23ank%on khoy%on gay%chde youths got theselves
to him.

1’3’@!-‘(’9‘5(% 'HE\Agar "azim 10 am h%tinZ If | hadnOt wanted to come
Y’*SU‘ I3 SFR*(“-“;':E’& nakird%oya, damtw%.n” ban this trip, | could have
BB Ogerk tey bigayenim. made him undstand
somehow.
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a 37. Expressionsof Temporal Duration. For statives(OXstatehasbeen

going on for X amountof timeQ)the Kurdish temporalexpressiorcorsists

of: the tenporal + {y)a + present perfect tense verb:

. ”Eﬂj 5&{, A?Sé_Chand S%oteb%os i cho- For several years now dis-

"%l 28N\t TBQB\ net i yekgirtin i shewa-  cussion of how to unite
'pema:'_'&() k%on i zim%on i kuhbotz- the dialects of the Kurd-

at” gole. ish language has come to
the fore.
.ﬁ@@%T%hand s%OatelO era  10ve been sitting here for
n"shtzma several hours.

For presenstativeswith the verb OtdedOhe@senherefor X amountof
timeO) the fonula is: temporal +y)a + present copula:

SR chwdsor statderaya HeOs been here for four
years.

For on-going,progressivectioncontinuingto the presen{QitOseenrain-
ing for X amountof timeO}he formulais: temporal+ -(y)a + presentpro-
gressive verb.

.D']Za?f S5EC&B8chand rozheka b%or%on  1tOs been raining for sever-

dab%ore al days.
E IR E3IAXaPror la mezhia dazd%onita 10ve known for a very long
timeE

For negativegOlhavenOdone X for X amountof timeOYhe formulais:
temporal +(y)a + negative present perfect verb.

53‘788#("’(1] Chw%or s%q# a ntditém. We havenOt seen them for

four years.
.2058’]’ SECMhand rozhek a b%or%on It hasnOt rained for seral
nib%or'wa. days.
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For the past(Osomethingad beengoing on for X amountof timeQ)the
formulais: temporal+ (da)bZ + pastprogressivdor afbimdive or pastper-
fect for the negative (Ol hadnOt done X for X amount of timeQ):

9'T 3“‘3@‘1807"8“5.Chand rozhek dabz b%or%thhad been raining for

. '] 28 dab%or. several days.
9'1 3“@‘1507“8“é_Chand rozhek bz b%or%on It hadnOt rained for saal
.3 58 nib%orbz. days.
:{‘R@‘I"#"(ﬂ& . B8 Niz’ka i seDchw%or m%o.nd hadnOt seen him for near-
3\@758 dabZ namd"tibZ. ly three or four months.
E !*»#&wf-?&or la mezhz bz dam- | had known for a long
2%on"E time thatE

a 38. Subordinating Conjunctions. Subordinatingconjunctionsgenerally
consistof prepositions+ awa” (ka), where the relative ka, asin relative
clauses (see ©39), is optional.

ConjunctionghatmeanOafter (e SE'¥A&K(1a) dwo"ka, I 28I &
dw%b awa’ka, andD'E 28 M""@((Ia) p%oshwa’ka, arefollowedby an
indicative verb, present or past acdogdto sense.

1 TSRBBWVIED HBAKIa dwikeO% ka chd%ok  After you are well again,

ab’tawa, ayb™n”. youOll see him.
"No”IDbd 28KB&w%. i awa” ka sh¥%or After the city was thrown
khirosh%., E into an uproar, E

ConjunctionghatmeanObefore®d 2X SRar 1Gawa’ka, 5d 23\ “0

peshawa”ka) areinvariably followed by a presentsubjunctiveverb. The
correct tense for English translation is gained from context.

W ’(‘CEQWV 2% Far 16 awa” 1%f%ewakt Before the torrerturled
9BKUPD§23B'S, hurizhmbenet sar zhz-  down on our rooms, the

RPHRE2TFHS rakdkonmkon, min%oak%archildren were playing
pekawa y%or"y%on akird. together.

Otherconjunctionsthat demanda subjunctiveverbincludeba be awa” (ka)
Owithoutd
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E 5(!*‘»@&@ 28#/b Ra be awabiyb’nim d+m- Without my seeing it |

2%on” kaE knew thatE

and(DE 28R awa’ (kadin order that®

198 4DRso BB I\Aw yekam rozh®” bo khoHe had set that brst day
kd) Z&HGR&R\E?Rr%ohenan, bo mashq d%.nfs-getting ourselves ac-
f_{‘}g‘c)(gﬂ"?Rg bz, bo awa’pe u pilm%on customed, for practicén
T IVRHDPHEERS  %obeti la hamz rzysk-  order that our legs and
BaERAR'AWIR REIa khan%on bo aw rega feetbecome accustomed

dZr u drezht %om%kda  and thatwve makeour-
kayn. selves ready in every way
for that long road.

. ﬂ:( G‘3§@ 2,3\*‘:50 awa’p%ok” u begun%ohini order that he prove his
£ ) SHE khoybisalmen& innocenceE

A short list of common subordinating conjunctions:
S 5\BBR0® aw marjt” (karovided that, on condition that (+
subj.)
(511 28MbRa be awa” (kayvithout (+ pres. subj.)
(51:1 2& 5Rar 16 awa” (kdefore (+ pres. subj.)
(5131 23(\FRbo awa” (kajn order that (+ pres. subj.)
f\’EﬂT chunkzsince
(51:1 283NB &dw%. i awa” (kafter
5de%o kanasmuch as
5dkawhen
oF L,i Keote(kwhen
(51'1 23%5M'6p%osh ama”/awa” (keer
(5ﬂ 23% pesh awa” (kabefore (+ pres. subj.)

o 39. Relative Clauses.Relativeclausesn Kurdish areoften, but not nec-
essarily,introducedby the relative pronounka Owhowhich, that.(Byrtac-
tically Kurdishrelative clausesdo not differ signibcantlyfrom Persiarrela-
tive clauseswith the exceptionof the omissionof the relative pronoun,
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which doesnot happenin Persian.The antecedentf any relative pronoun,
expressedr omitted,is usuallybut not necessarilynarkedby enclitic-", -e,
or -<k. Gererally speakingtherelative pronounka may be omitted, particu-
larly whenit functionsasthe objectof the verbin the relaive clause.The
relative pronounis not often omitted when it functions as the subject
(logical or real) of the verbin the relative clauseNasin English (Otheman
whom | met8and Otheman with whom | wentGmay be equally well ex-
pressecdas Otheman | metGand Otheman | went with,Obut Otheman who
cameO cannot become *Othe man cameO).

If the syntacticalfunction of the relative pronoun within the relative
clauseis otherthan subjectof the verb, the grammaticalplaceis marked
within the clauseby a OreferenpronounQGhat refersback to the relative.
The verb inside a relative clausemodifying a true indePniteor nonspecibc
antecedent is in the subjunctive, as in Persian. Examples follow.

)C{il)(‘&fd 52@ '5 sar i kulakt’ka nustibZ ~ She took the head of the
RME'5,  lasar r%n” bird. boy, who had fallen
asleep from her lap.

In this examplethe relativepronounka functionsasthe subjectof nustibA
and is therefore not omissibleNand the antecedent is marked by -

+P 23)@ “Stb yekek la [%owak%ka, bo  One of the young men,
"N IR DB  froshtin i barham chz-  who had gone to town to

O*RB B.BUBO bz sh%orgal%yawa u  sell produce returned
mizgen” pe d%on. and gave them the good

news.
Heretherelative pronounka refersto the antecedenyekekla 1%.wak%.hhe
-k ending oryekekfunctions as the marker of the antecedent.

+H-25™5c+583N Wt woo nabe har Garabe BonOt think every Arab
¢ "m:'ﬂ\ﬁ "|’“Fﬂ.3("F tzsh” bt, am n%.w%on3 gighu meet knows all these
Z & daz%ne. names.
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optional

relative

pronoun

|

%ot W%o nabe har ar [ka] |to tzsh- D bt | am n%ew%ont gish da:
i

pronour

relative claus

In this examplethe referentpronoun-" complementingzsh” refersto the
antecedenthar arab, markedwith the enclitic -e. The relative pronounis
omitted. The verb tZzsh-b"tis in the subjunctivebecauseahe antecedents
nonspeciPand the clauseis hypothetical(Oanyand every Arab you may
meet).

%3P &5 8B dB Mo amkam%ont” day%%n"Write down these few
233-8R biy%onnzsawa. things you know.

optional
anteceder relative

marker | pronour relative claus
|
to am kamdnd [ka] |da-|ydn |-zdni |biydnniisawa

\
u L referent

pronoun

In this examplethe referentpronoun-y%olin day%o.nz%sefersto the antece-
dentam kam%.niwhich is markedas antecedenby -" without the relative
pronoun.The -y%ohin biy%.nnZzsawig a resumptiveobjectpronoun,which,

strictly speakingjs optional sincethe objectof binzsawahasalreadybeen
stated(am kam%.n)¥Suchresumptiveobjectpronounsareoften usedaftera

relative clauseto make clear that the antecedenbf the relative clauseis

actually the object of the main verb.

%&)G‘Qe‘ 0. 58X16 awdkona” gilay le kirdznlt is different from those

288  jy%owdkoz a. things he has complained
of.

! Comparethe hypotheticakubjunctiveclausewith the actual43("FB#+25T"'5C
5“#‘ “fRar Garabmin tzsh’bzmaOevenArab IOvenet, Gvherethe antecederis
debniteand the verb of the relative clausedescribessomethingthat has actually

happened.
74



OTHER SYNTACTICAL FEATURES

Herethe referentpronoun-n, the Obumped@mplemenbf the preposition
le, refersto the antecedenaw%onavhich is somarkedby -” without therel-
ative pronoun.

EBWFDX '0$Zor” la khoy akird ka aw He was forcing himself to
P BEAVIS2TAR/P  dz brmesk a gawrayt”  hide those two large

_2&"5_@'( E os%onawe bikawin” tears, which were about
khw%eore biyY%h%.retawa. to dribble down.

In this examplethe antecedentf the relativeclause,dz brmesla gawray3
is markedby ”, and the relative pronounis omitted. The -y%ohin biy%on
sh%oretawis another example of a resumptive object pronoun.

YRMOW B XKRrim la har shitek kirdi-  Whatever | had thought
22REBBRHX betawa, b’rim la mirdin - about, | hadnOt thought
- namkirdibZawa. about dying.
In this example,OYN BChar shitek OwhatevegboducesanindepPniterela-
tive clause;thusthe verb b’rim kirdibetawais subjunctive,andin this case,
past subjunctive.

o 40. Directional Nounsin «. Certainnounshecomequasi-adverbiatlirec-
tionalswith theadditionof unstresseek. Amongtheseare [Fmus#Ohome-
ward,P'3 zhzre Oinward,@nd P'2&are Goutward. Ehesediredionals
tend to occur as postposed directionals aft¢see ©35).

a 41. Orthographic Peculiarities of Sorani Kurdish . For the most part,
SoraniKurdishis written in a Ophonetic@ersionof the Arabic alphabetin
which all but oneof the vowelsare given graphicrepresentidons. Only the
voweli is not represented internally in a word.

The only realinconsistencyin the writing systemis the representatiomnf
thesequencge, whichis written 5 "\‘ asthoughit wereya, whichis written
the same.Both the writing of ye andthe lack of indicationof i go backto
early twentieth-centuryattemptsto renderOttomanspellingmore Ophonet-
icOandactuallyhavenothingto do with Kurdish, but sinceKurdishspeling
wasdevisedduring thelate Ottomanperiod,it hasbeensaddledwith 5%for
yeand nothing for.
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Writers of Kurdish,aswell aswriters of otherlanguagesisingthe Arabic
alphabetare loatheto write severaly® in sequencelt is probablysafeto
say that a word like gay”yn OwearrivedOwhich technically should be
speIIedZ“QSQWith threey®in arow (onefor the brsty, asecondor the”,
anda third for the secondy), will neverbe seerwith all threey®. At mostit
will appealaszmthesamespelIingasgay"nOyou/thewrived.C]‘hesame
appliesto the sequence” i, i.e. aword endingin ” followed by thei of the
iz%ofararelyis this sequencaspelledwith two y@; generallythe -” endingof
the word is spelled witht and theiz%ofa ys omitted, as in

5&MSk&BR dignarm” i awona  for placating them

%"(I#'] 32$W5] Heiksoyat and%oeza u b%oristgditory does not have a
58 3")‘5_& dy%ol"Kr%ew" niya. clearly debned size or
length.

In thereadingpassagesccasionallya zervowel point hasbeeninsertedun-
der they (.‘) to indicate the missing vowel of tiEé.fa.

The sameappliesto the sequencey, wherea word endsin " andis fol-
lowed by the 3rd-personsingular pronominalenclitic (possessiver agent
afbx). Occasionally the sequencas spelledin full with the correctnumber
of y@, but nomally only oney is written. This is particularly true when
there would be thregB, as in

QYOS K%o#%0wko"y la khatk kirtlle bade farewell to the

people.

The sequenc€a, asin tk%oripkd Othehunting dog,ds written as either
535?80 %YS/E,‘asthoughthesequenc«were”-ya Thesequencéek, given
the orthographigpeculiarityof the -ek sufbxaftervowels,may bewritten as
"ekor as"yek,asin t%onj"-IOmu,nting dog,@vhich canbe written eitheras
(B'léar more commonly aSSYyé

Thereis also no unanimity amongwriters of Kurdish with regardto the
writing of compoundwords.Someput all the elementdogether.andothers
leaveeachelementseparateThus,di#narmis spelledeither('jI 5B &
o' S&nddy%or"kr%dweithergﬂ '‘A&r IBBR&rhisis rarelytroublingto
thereackr, butthelongercompoundsdike ¢, "’H“v 3, sarinj!%okestatac-
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tiveO become, the more difbcult they become to recognize.

a 42.Vowel Contractions. (1) The sequence”a- is often contractedo -e-,

as inSB:_raﬁMwar”Raki > ¥ 88Mharket.

(2) Thesequenceszwa- and-Za- canbecontractedo -0-, asin ZB‘EG“R

bzwatawa > 2FRotawa, ZE&d”ﬁatawa> 23R8 otawa, and 23@32
bibzawa > 28Pibowa.
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Present Habitual/Progressivekawtin Ofall,@zs’nOwrite,® §sa-kirdinOspeakd)
SINGULAR

PLURAL
THA& tkawim B®A& tkaw'n
-\HA& tkaw’(t) 9B A& tkawin
= BB tkawe(t) 9HA& tkawin
T5din%okawim B&d n%.kaw’n
BB tdakawim B&2ABB+dakaw'n
738&tnzsim 2,38&tnzs’n
=i, 38&tnzs"(t) B 38&tnzsin
~738&tnzse(t) B 38&tnzsin
738 n%onzsim 2,38|n%onzs"n
73@88tdanzsim 2,3888tdanzs’n
BASH gsa dikam BBASA qsa dikayn
P& gsa dtkay(t) BAS¥ gsa dfkan
Nj2&% gsa dik%o(t) BAS¥ gsa dfkan
BdABA gsa n%okam BBA¥ gsa n%okayn
BABB/¥ gsa ntdakam BB3&BB qsa ntdakayn
Present Subjunctive(Othat | fall,0 &c.)
BoEmRawim B&EoRaw'n
-\BEoRaw"(t) IBEBRawin
-1 SEcRawe(t) IBERawin
TH88 tkawim B&88tkaw'n
73Ronzsim 2,3Rnzs’n
—i, 3Ro'nzs"(1) B 3Ronzsin
73 Ro'nzse(t) B 3-Ronzsin
7388 tnzsim 2,388 tnzs"n
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BARS# gsa (b')kam BadRS¥sa (b')kayn
-\50R5¥ gsa (b')kay(t) BIERBY/¥ gsa (b)kan
Nj(‘F5%qsa (b")k%o(t) BUAB¥ gsa (b')kan
BBBA gsa ntkam BBEB gsa ntkayn

Simple Past(Ol fell,0 &c.)

FOR INTRANSITIVE: B®RAWTINGTO FALLO

JBdktwtim 2B cktwt’n
=B cktwt’(t) B&Hdktwtin
NHokwt BHdktwtin
JB8Btkawtim 2B881tkawt’n
- B8 tkawt’(t) BHBG tkawtin
NDHEStkawt BH8Gkawtin
FOR TRANSITIVE VERB FOLLOWED BY AGENT AFFIX2, 3Bi656NOTO WRITE®
188 nzs'm 9a38 nzs’m%on
—i<E8 nzsy(t) 94, 38 nzs"t%on
3=&8nzsy 9&F8 nzs"y%on
_3(&8ntmnzs’ _ 3(-85@nFm%onnzs”
_3(B8nttnzs” _ 3(-88Bnt%onnzs”
_3(B8ntynzs _ 3(-88Bnty%onnzs”
FOR AGENT AFFIX PRECEDING A TRANSITIVE VEREOSE#0SA-KIRDINGTO SPEAR
&)BA qstm kird &P BH¥ gstm%on kird
&N5V¥ gstt kird &PE¥ qstt%on kird
&) B¥ qgsty kird &PEA qsty%on kird
P T¥ gsam nikird &PO"BH¥ gsam¥%on nikird
&PBS¥ gsat ntkird &P8EV¥ gsatdon ntkird
&»85% gsay ntkird &PBEB/¥ gsay%on nikird

Past Habitual/Progressive (= Irrealis)(Ol used to fall,® Ol would have fallen,d &c.)
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JBA& tkawtim 2Bb8& tkawt'n
- BBA& tkawt"(t) BHA& tkawtin
NHA& tkawt BHBA& tkawtin
JBEBBtakawtim(Sul.) 2B8Bhtakawt’n(Sul.)
J5&BStdakawtim 288 tdakawt’n
_3(&tmnzs’ _ 3(-82&tm%onnzs”
_3(B&itinzs _ 3(-8&&tt%onnzs”
_3(2&tynzs” _ 3(-82&ty%onnzs”
_3(888tmanzs(sul.) _ 3(8BFHtmmsonanzesul.)
_3(288tmdanzs” _3(82788#m%ondanzs”
&P &4 gsam dikird &P &"BA gsam%on dikird
&P &5/¥ gsat dkird &P QEV¥ gsat¥%on dikird
&P 85/% qsay dtkird &P &BV¥ qsay%on dikird
QIBA¥ gsam niakirdSul.) &I B gsam%on ntakird
&PBIH gsam nidakird &PBO' B gsam%on nidakird
Present Perfect{Ol have fallend, &c.)
BB dkawtzm BRBb kawtzyn
-\Z B kawtzy(t) R B dkawtzn
2@ tkawtza R B dkawtzn
R8s tkawtzm BREBES tkawtzyn
5= 8nzs'wima 588 8nzs"wm%ona
FEI8nzs wita 58€88nzs"wtd%ona
- =3 8nzs"wyat” 58&f8nzs"wy%ona
26388 tmnzs'wa 263858 tm%onnzs’wa
238 B gsam kirdza 2380 "BA gsam%on kirdza
238N 5/ gsat kirdza 238PEV¥ gsat%on kirdza
238 S gsay kirdza 23BP & gsay%on kirdza
238 ¥ qsam nikirdza 238p8"B¥ gsam%on ntkirdza
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Past Perfect(Ol had fallen,0 &c.)

TBPbckawtibzm BRI dkawtibzyn
—\Z BB Ckawtibzy(t) R BB dkawtibzn
JBbckawtibz R BB kawtibzn
B BB tkawtibzm BRIESES tkawtibzyn
TBRI8nzsibzm 9'FRZ Bnzsibzm%on
NIRF8nzsibzt 9&BF Bnzsibzt%on
. 3J,38nzsbzy 9&EB3 Bnzsibzy%on
FRIB G mnzsibz FRI-85B 1t m%kennzsibz
IREA¥ gsam kirdibz JRR"B¥ gsam%on kirdibz
IR gsat kirdibz JRR*B¥ gsat%on kirdibz
JRX5/¥ gsay kirdibz JRRBV¥ gsay%on kirdibz
JREIBA gsam nikirdibz JREO" B gsam%on nikirdibz

Past Subjunctive(Othat | have fallen,0 &c.)

BB okawtibim =B kawtib’n
- BB ckawtib(t) =Bkawtibin
= BB kawtibe(t) =B dkawtibin
; 88 tkawtibim 2BB88tkawtib™n
P@&§8nzs’betim 9@ 8nzs"betm%on
- @3 8nzs’betit O¥ER Bnzs”bett%on
. YEZ8nzs bet” QHER Bnzs bety%on
@381 tmnzs bet -~ YER-858tm%onnzs bet
+8&)B/¥ gsam kirdibe +&0 "B gsam%on kirdibe
+&N5/¥ gsat kirdibe +&PEA gsat¥on kirdibe
+&) 5/ qgsay kirdibe +&P V¥ gsay%on kirdibe
+&IBB/¥ gsam nikirdibe +8&P9"B¥ gsam¥%.n ntkirdibe

Past Conditional | (Ohad I fallen,d &c.)
S5\®EmRawtim%eya S5\ EBRawt'n%ya
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S\ EpRawt t%eya
S5\&ERawt%eya
S5\FBBG tkawtim%eya

S5\ ERawtin%oya
S5\BB EmRawtin%oya
SWBES tkawt'n%oya

S5¥F+Fb'mnzs %eya

5¥F R0 tnzs %eya

5¥3BRoynzs %oya
S EBiEmnzs %oya

5¥3-8"Fm%onnzs %eya

S5%F-8Rb't%onnzs %oya

5%3F-8Rb'y%ennzs %oya
5%3F-8581tm%onnzs"%oya

SVEB2 gsam b'kird%oya
SY*BIOB¥ gsat b'kird%eya
SY*BR®¥ gsay b'kird%eya

SVHBISA gsam nikird%eya

SRR/ gsam%on b'kird%eya
S ERE/¥ gsat%on b’kird%oya

SY* B/ gsay%on bkird%oya
5RO "B gsam%on nikird%oya

Past Conditional Il (Owere | to have fallen,0 &c.)

T EmRawtib%em

" BoEmRawtib%oy
'IPb EpRawtib%o

TEBb88 tkawtib%em

B&#SEpRawtib%oyn
9IS EpRawtib%on
9B EmRawtib%on

B#588 tkawtib%eyn

"3 3-Fb'mnzs"b%o

"1, 3R tnzs"b%o

3, C{lfRo’ynis”b%o
'J, f:(@ﬁ&limnzs"b%o

"3, 38" Fm%onnzs b%o

"3, 3-8Ro't%0nnzs"b%o

"3, 38R0’y %onnzs"b%o
'3, 3-858tm%onnzs”b%o

| REBR gsam b'kirdib%o
| &RETB gsat bkirdib%o
|RE % gsay b'kirdib%o
|&PTA gsam nikirdib%o

PASSIVE TENSES AND MOODS
Present Passivé0l am seen0)
(HR&ab nrem
-{ER&ab nrey(t)
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| &EQEA gsam%on bkirdib%o
| RE®S gsat%on b'kirdib%o
| REBBA gsay%on b'kirdib%o
&% 8" B4 gsam%on nkirdib%o

2ER&ab nreyn
BER&ab nren



VERB TENSES AND MOODS

~I[ER&ab nre(t) BER&dab nren
LR Ing%ob™nrem 2ER n%sb"nreyn
(ERBStdabnrem 2ERBS1tdab nreyn

Present Subjunctive Passiv¢Othat | be seend)

LHRo'b’nrem 2ERob nreyn
=iER b nrey(t) BER'b nren
=[ERbnre(t) BER'b nren
(HBStbnrem 2ERBR& b nreyn

Past PassivdOl was seen0)

TERv"nr¥%om BBERb " nro%oeyn
=\ERb"nr¥oy(t) 9ERb Nnr%on

ERbnr%o 9ERb"Nnr%on
TERB& b nr%om BRE& b nrkeyn

Present Perfect PassivéOl have been seend)

TERo"nrd%owim BE Rb"nrdew’n
=\ Ro"nrdbow” (t) RO nr¥kowin

2BRbv nr%ewa AFERb nr%owin
TER& b nr%owim BERS b nrd%own

Past Perfect PassivéO! had been seen®)

TBERo"nrk%bzm BRIERL nr¥%obzyn
S\ ER0 nr%obzy(t) R R0 nr%obzn

JRERo"nr%obz R RERO"Nr¥obzn
TBEBS b nrkbzm BRIERG 1b"nr%ebzyn

Past Subjunctive PassivéOthat | have been seend)
“ER b"nr¥%obim 2R nr%ab™n
—iER bnroseb’(t) BE&b"nr%obin
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=R b nr¥%obe(t) BBE&b"nr%obin
“EB8nib’nr¥%ebim 288 b ’nr%eb’n

Past Conditional PassivéOhad | been seend)

S5\BEiRvib’nr%em%oya SMERoib nro%eyn%oya
S5UERib nr¥%oyt%oya S5\ERib"nr%en%eya
5\ERbib nrdot%oya S5\ERvib nr¥%en%oya
S\BRS8 b nr%em%oeya SMERS b nr¥%oyn%oya

84



Synopsis of Tenses and Moods

INTRANSITIVE

AT

chzn

inPnitive

to go

LAl

chZzm

past

| went

BR&

dachzm

past habitual

| used to go
LAl
chzwim
| have gone

BRY

chzbzm

pres. perf.

past perf.

| had gone
62&
(d)achim
1(Oll) go
u9

bichim

present

pres. subj.

that | go

<

chzbim

past subj.

that | have
gone

TRANSITIVE
98D
b%ong kirdin
to invite

&1
b%ongim kird
I invited him/het
&A&JOI]
b%ongim dakird
| used to invite him
2380 O1]
b%ongim kirdza
I have invited him
FR&OI]
b%ongim kirdibz
| had invited him
BLOT]
b%ong (d)akam
1(Oll) invite
TaOi]
b%ong bikam
that | invite
—l'R&‘JCA)'I]
b%ongim kirdibe(t)
that | have invited
him

PASSIVE

DI
b%ong kr%on
to be invited
THOI]
b%ong kr¥%om
| was invited
1419
b%ong dakr¥%em
| used to be invited
BYO1]
b%ong Kr%owim
| have been invited
BRI
b%ong kriebzm
| had been invited
Urei]
b%ong (d)akrem
I am (will be) invited
Uei]
b%ong bikrem
that | be invited
A
b%ong kr%oebim
that | have been invited

! Becauseof the ergativenatureof the pasttensesa 3rd-persorsingularobjectis

built into the verb.
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past cond. | 5\39 5y Of] S5\"B1]
bichzm%oya  b%ongim bikird%oya b%ong bikr¥%em%oya

pastcond. Il T]AI'R 1&ARUOT] TR
(bi)chZb%om  b%ongim (bi)kirdib%o b%ong (b")kr¥%eb%om
had | gone had | invited him had | been invited

irrealis (= BR& &ARJOI] THO1]

past (d)achzm b%ongim (d)akird b%ong (d)akr¥%.m

habitual) I would have | would have invited | would have been invited

gone him

Conditional Sentence Types
present/future possible (presentsubjunctiveor simple pastindicative protasis,in-
dicative apodsis)
~HB2Z&3Y) ~9' 5BMbar biche(t(orch?),  If he goes, hedll see them.
day%onb”ne(t).
195, QER]T) 589" 5BMbar b'ch”t™(orchzyt™) I you go to Kurdistan,
- 28&().”™® Kurdist%on, fer i kurd”  youOll learn Kurdish.
dab”.

past possible(past subjunctive protasis, indicative apodosis)

B\ "BB X 5BNbar I0awe wafr b%or'be, If it has snowed there, they

n%oyen won®t be coming.
20 5%} 1+d' 5BMbar chzbe, n%.z%onim kafhe has gone, | donOt
P2& chz” dare. know when he went out.
/D28 3% QSR 5BMbar chzbt” Kurdist%on, If you have gone to Kurd-
<R&() dabe fer i kurd” bib” istan, you must have

learned Kurdish.

HFL9- Q5RIBBDBMyar ntchzb™t” Kurdist%orf you havenOt gone to
<R&().™® n%otwkon” fer i kurd” bib” Kurdistan, you canOt have
learned Kurdish.

contrafactual (past conditional protasis, past habitual apodosis)
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SYNOPSIS OF TENSES AND MOODS

B\R&R9' 5BMbar bichz%oya, daydtin If he had gone, he would
have seen them./ If he
were to go, he would see
them.

PIL 3, Q5UR9' 5BIMbar b'chzyt%oya Kurdis- If you had gone to Kurd-
. JRE&() t%on, fer i kurd” dabzy istan, you would have
learned Kurdish.

/P QSR B HBMYar ntchzyt%eya Kurdis-If you hadnOt gone to
. ARB&() t%on, fer i kurd” ntdahZy Kurdistan, you wouldnOt
have learned Kurdish.
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Conversion Table for the Sorani and Kurmaniji Alphabets

Recentlythere have beenattempts particularly on the internetand on the
part of KurdsinfBuencedby speaker®f Kurmaniji Kurdish, to write Sorani
in the Latin-based Kurmanji alphabet. The conversion is as follows:

Sorani Sorani Arabic Kurmaniji
a # e
%o * a
b . b
ch S .
d & d
e p .
f %o f
g € g
gh Z X
h o1 h
i _ i
i a c
k b k
kh } X
| O |
# K I
m T m
n 9 n
o} o] 0
p " p
q q
r r
! 0 rr
(S < s
sh Z $
t n t
u 3 u
7 3 3
v E v
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CONVERSION TABLE FROM SORANI TO KURMANUJI

w 3 w

y y

z $ z
zh S i

o T (not indicated)

In writing Soraniin the Kurmanji alphabeta one-to-onecorrespondencis
observedThei of theiz%.fafter consonantss written as” joineddirectly to
the precedingword, but aftervowelsit is usuallywritten asy, asin ray gi$t”
for . “>0* r%d gisht’OpubliopinionGndzaraweyzanist’for . “¥4% 238
2%or%oviaz%onistDscientibtanguage.@n exampleof suchtrarscribedtext
is given below:
Ber le SedamHusen h”s berpirsek” serag’newsrawe’mzale serrekkew-
tinek bikat ke otonom”bidate kurd, ew™ le 11-" adar’1970 rekkewtin-
namebenawbangekegdar’legell Mela Mistefa Barzan"mor kird, tefs”r”
ciyaciyabo karekey(cegir” berrez) dekira.Hende deyanutberast’deyews
ew bir'ne gzlley cesteyeeragt’mar bikat, hendek”d”ke" deyanutdeyews
pi"tg’r” hez” serbaz”ybo xoy misogerbikat Z b"xatejer rikef” xoyewe,
diway ewey le biwarekan’emn”z rageyandirz hizb” da ew pallpi“tiyey
misoger kirdibZ
In Arabic script the passage is as follows:
Bni ‘a YEAC 5§ XEUNMER TGS RCB? (HTHRX R
\BAGX * &VIIR]) B IS IEC-par "*&VI-- X, GV QFFFRIEmVI
RNLE RLSCGRT) R'jRE"S xRS "B
P32 & (8 & KB 1 nidaF7VMEEE/ VBN T2 &
X 23i3& BDUSE "SFFE3n1 0f4 +DiR03) »2 xCGe
JREGB4 5\ =¥BNbHBI7BASHENI2(R
An exampleof a slightly differentform of transcriptionsometimesisedon
the internet is as follows:

Ke dell'n ziman’Kurd’, mebesew zimaneyeke ZstaKurd giseypZdeken.
GelZ zimanwanu rojh hellatnas’hender’ (fereng’) degell ziman’ Kurd’
xerZk bcenezurbey ew zanayaneyke be shZweyZkyisht’ ya taybet’ le
ziman’Kurd’ duwawingutceyanke emzimanele bineyzimanekanH'nd

Takenfrom the internetat www.kerkuk-kurdistan.com/hevpeyvinek.asp?ser=1&
cep=4&nnimre=281).
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u Urupay’u binemalleyH’nd u fran’ u le xZzaneziman’ fran’ ye u degell
ziman’ Fars’xizmayet' niz’k’ heye.Jaziman’ Kurd’ ke ewerewisht’ con
peydabuwe?Ashkirayeziman’ hemaavillatZ ziman’ dan’shtiwan'willa-
tekedebZ egerrodawekanmzZjhaeyall u gorrZk’ netewey’yarie willate-
keda pZk nehZnabZwa zimanekeyshher ziman’ dan’shtiwekan’kon’
willatekeyeu pZcewanepemeshpZcewanalebZ.Jabizan’n babetekebo
ziman’ Kurd’ cone®?
In Arabic script, this text is as follows:

F5039(8 D IRB TR(TMEAESBSIA, Bl J"$2RE
286FE BSIHVITHIERI Cu &((A"SREDD ' 2% "+
3VB(BRli B SRCES IEB FOBBEL(1"$X- FEa. S0ch
"BV Sl - 35D " OBKER 8N Y MIBBRI X3! BIE- WER
TH3IH(E18&'%,13 T "B ANNBIRBD Y. SR 25%F & (fi
¢, TBPDH-SRI 'S ERBXOARTMICTRUTH | 23* 88D P&
REER2 S0 +2 885/ SAVITEE /S350 +E | 2¢-18&'% &
558 &(A"%

Taken from the website www.kurdishacademy.org/ku/history/history.html.
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