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INTRODUCTION

Uses of this Handbook

History and Literature is a rewarding and challenging program. The reputation for excellence it
has gained over the years is largely due to the enthusiastic and committed students it attracts and
to the dedication of its Tutorial Board. Because students create plans of study that are
interdisciplinary and individualized, and that draw from courses in various departments, the
requirements for the program are necessarily complex.

This handbook describes the requirements of the program in detail, beginning with information
that is relevant for all concentrators and then turning to the specific requirements for the classes
0f 2009, 2010, and 2011. The requirements for each class are slightly different, so students
should be sure to consult the appropriate requirements section.

Concentrators in the program are expected to familiarize themselves with the information
in this handbook. It is updated yearly; re-read it each year. If you find that you have a question
that is not addressed in this handbook, please consult your tutor and/or a member of the
administrative staff.

History of the Program

In 1906, at a now legendary dinner at Boston's Tavern Club, Barrett Wendell proposed a program
in History and Literature. At the time, President Eliot’s “free-clective system” allowed students
to take any sixteen courses in the College and graduate with a Bachelor of Arts degree. Wendell,
a professor of English, sought to counter the pleasant anarchy of this system with an equally
enticing but more focused plan of study. Students of History and Literature, he thought, should
take courses in both History and English, including courses on Shakespeare, the Bible, and
various authors of antiquity, among them Herodotus and Thucydides. To bind the program
together, Wendell thought that students should also supplement their coursework with
independent reading, conducted over the summer and then discussed with a faculty member.
These extra and un-graded sessions between students and faculty introduced the tutorial system to
Harvard. Thus History and Literature, created thirteen years before the College established a
system of concentrations in 1919, is the first and oldest field of concentration at Harvard.

In the one hundred years since its inception, History and Literature has undergone a number of
significant changes. The program is larger now, its sub-fields have grown more specialized, and
the classical and Biblical underpinnings have vanished. The curricular offerings of the tutorial
board have evolved as well: left-wing progressive in the 1930s, more traditionally humanist in the
1950s, increasingly diversified and eclectic in the years since. But the continuities have been
equally significant. From the start, History and Literature has sought to examine the relationships
between the two disciplines, to acquaint students with historical and literary theories and
methods, to improve the quality of each student’s writing, and to preserve the discipline and
flexibility of individualized instruction. History and Literature remains one of the few degree
programs in which all students are expected to write a senior thesis.

Were Barrett Wendell to revisit Harvard today, many aspects of History and Literature would no
doubt elicit his surprise, if not his disapproval. Yet he would certainly agree that the
interdisciplinary study of history and literature remains not only a challenge and a pleasure, but



also a vitally important pursuit for furthering our understanding of the world and our place within
it.

Structure of the Program

History and Literature is not, strictly speaking, a department. It is an interdisciplinary degree
program of study put together from the course offerings in the College. Three groups share in the
administration of the program: the Tutorial Board, the Committee on Instruction, and the
Committee on Degrees.

The Tutorial Board is comprised of approximately fifty tutors who carry on the day-to-day
instruction, guiding students through their sophomore, junior, and senior tutorials. The reputation
for excellence in teaching that History and Literature has built over the years is largely due to the
conscientious effort of this extremely able group. They are one of the program's strongest assets.

A representative group of tutors serves on the Committee on Instruction (COI), which meets to
consider students' petitions and to oversee curricular matters. The Committee on Degrees
(COD) is composed of about twenty junior and senior faculty members drawn from various
departments who are charged with making final decisions on all matters of policy and approving
final degree recommendations.

Contact Information for Administrative Staff

History and Literature is run on a day-to-day basis by its administrative staff:

Jill Lepore, Chair jlepore@fas 495-3564 (H&L)
495-5083 (History)

Jeanne Follansbee Quinn, Director of Studies jfquinn@fas 495-2728

Andrew Romig, Assistant Director of Studies ajromig(@fas 495-4913

Amy Spellacy, Co-Chair, Committee on Instruction spellacy@fas 495-4878

(America, Britain and America)

Stephanie Lin, Co-Chair, Committee on Instruction smlin@fas 495-4878

(All other fields)

Jessica Tibbits, Department Administrator tibbits@fas 495-4804

Lauren Mulcahy, Staff Assistant mulcahy2@fas 495-4029

For general questions or inquiries, please consult the website: http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~histlit
or send an email to histlit@fas.harvard.edu. 1f you would like to speak to someone directly,
please stop by or call the main office at (617)495-4029. During the academic year, the Director
of Studies, Assistant Director of Studies, and the Co-Chairs of the Committee on Instruction hold
office hours at the Barker Center, Mondays through Thursdays, 10-12 and 2-4.



GETTING STARTED

Admissions

Admission to the concentration is based on three main criteria: academic record, desire to pursue
interdisciplinary studies, and the availability of tutors in the various sub-fields. Because History
and Literature is an interdisciplinary concentration demanding a great deal of independence and
self-motivation from its concentrators and a commitment to writing a senior thesis, we give each
application close attention. The application process and interview are designed to help students
choose the concentration that is best for them.

First-year students and first-semester sophomores interested in applying to History and Literature
should consider taking one of our HL90 interdisciplinary seminars or courses in the history and
literature of the countries or regions they want to study, both to confirm their interest and test
their abilities. However, we often admit students who have not taken concentration courses prior
to admission to the concentration.

First-year students and sophomores who are interested in the program can make an appointment
to talk about their course plans with the Director of Studies, Assistant Director of Studies, or one
of the Co-Chairs of the Committee on Instruction.

Each student applying for admission should submit the following:

(a) An application form (available in the History and Literature office and on our
website). This form asks you to state your chosen field (see the “Fields of Study and
Requirements” section for your class in this handbook). If you are hesitating between
choices, list them both. You do not finally commit yourself to a field until the end of
your sophomore year. However, because you will enter a sophomore tutorial in the
particular field that you choose during the application process, you should indicate the
field you think you prefer.

(b) A sample of your academic writing (e.g., a paper from your expository writing
class or another course). Don’t worry about whether it is interdisciplinary; choose the
paper that best represents your writing ability.

(¢) In addition, there will be a brief interview, conducted by two tutors who teach
sophomore tutorial in your chosen field. The interview is designed to be informative (for
you as well as for them) rather than intimidating. The interviewers will ask you why you
want to concentrate in History and Literature. In addition, they will want to know about
any special interests of yours—authors you like, historical problems that intrigue you,

and your command of or plans to acquire the relevant language or languages for your
field.

Sophomores wishing to concentrate in History and Literature should return their completed
application forms to the History and Literature office in late October (see the website for the
specific deadline). When turning in their applications, students will be contacted to schedule
interviews with tutors in their field.



Advising
Academic Advisors

Sophomores:

At the beginning of the spring semester, each sophomore is assigned an advisor, one of the tutors
in the team-taught sophomore tutorial. The student and his or her advisor discuss courses to be
taken that spring, and the advisor signs the student's study card. At the end of the spring term,
students should discuss their future course choices with their sophomore advisor, being attentive
to the overall coherence of their plan. After consulting with their advisors, students submit to the
History and Literature office a revised Plan of Concentration, signed by the student’s advisor, the
Sophomore Statement and the Cumulative Bibliography (see the section on “Developing a
Coherent Plan of Study” in this handbook). Though sophomores have one official advisor, they
are encouraged to seek the advice of both of their tutors.

Juniors:

In the junior year, the student's tutor in the junior tutorial also acts as his or her advisor. Together,
they plan the student's coursework for the fall and spring, keeping in mind the general trajectory
and coherence of the student's plan. The tutor and student discuss the student's bibliography,
looking for strengths and gaps. At the beginning of the fall semester, the tutor signs the revised
Plan of Concentration and only the History and Literature 98 signature line on the student's study
card. Juniors must also have the bottom of their study card signed by a member of the Committee
on Instruction, who also reviews and signs the revised plan of concentration. During the spring,
juniors, in consultation with their tutors, revise their plans of concentration and their
bibliographies and submit them by the end of the term to the office.

Seniors:

In the senior year, as in the junior year, the student's tutor acts as his or her advisor. At the
beginning of the fall semester, the student consults with his or her advisor about course choices
and remaining requirements. Because the senior oral exam in the spring will require students to
demonstrate coverage of their field, the tutor and student should carefully discuss the coursework
the student has completed as well as the cumulative bibliography, looking for gaps that the
student might rectify through coursework. Any questions at all about requirements should be
directed to the Co-Chairs of the Committee on Instruction. The tutor then signs the revised Plan
of Concentration and study card. In the spring, students who deviate from their submitted Plan of
Concentration (for their History and Literature courses) must discuss the change with one of the
Co-Chairs of the COL

PLEASE NOTE: Although in all cases the student's tutor will be his or her primary academic
advisor, students should also feel free to meet with a member of the administrative staff (the
Director of Studies, Assistant Director of Studies, and the Co-Chairs of the Committee on
Instruction) at any point during the year.

Peer Advisors

Peer Advisors in History and Literature are students in the program who provide counsel to
prospective and current concentrators, serve as liaisons between concentrators and the program’s
staff, and organize concentration-wide events that enhance the intellectual and collective life of
the History and Literature program. Peer Advisors report to the Co-Chairs of the COI and are
encouraged to bring student proposals, concerns, and suggestions to their attention at any time.



Contact information for Peer Advisors (including field and house affiliation) is listed on the
program website and is also available in the main office. Students interested in serving as Peer
Advisors should contact the Co-Chairs of the COI for more information. Applications are
solicited in the spring for the following academic year.

Finding a Tutor

For the Sophomore Year: Students are assigned to a specific sophomore tutorial in their field.

For the Junior Year: In May, students submit a form describing their interests as specifically as
possible. Based on this information, students will be matched with a tutor and other students for
a small-group junior tutorial. If a student’s interests shift over the summer, he or she should
inform the program as soon as possible. Tentative assignments are made in mid- to late August,
and final tutorial assignments are posted on the first day of classes.

For the Senior Year: Juniors should discuss potential thesis topics from time to time with their
junior tutor and, in the spring, begin to think about which members of the tutorial board might
best serve as their thesis advisor. Rising seniors should consult the tutor profiles on the website,
being sure to consider new tutors whose interests might dovetail with theirs. New tutors will
ordinarily appear on the website by late April.

If a student is interested in asking a member of the Committee on Degrees or another member of
the Harvard faculty to advise his or her thesis, the student should meet with that faculty member
to discuss the thesis topic and research plans. Students may study with anyone in the professorial
ranks who agrees to advise their thesis. If the faculty member is not on the Committee on
Degrees, History and Literature will provide a concentration advisor who will help the student
navigate program requirements and, in the spring, work to prepare the student for the oral
examination. Concentrators in History and Literature may not choose as their thesis advisor a
Teaching Fellow or Lecturer who is not affiliated with the program.

The best match for a thesis advisor is someone who will be an effective critic and editor, even if
he or she is not an expert on the student’s topic. A thesis advisor should be someone with whom
the student is likely to be comfortable. While the advisor will work closely with the student
throughout the thesis-writing process, students are encouraged to seek out other faculty in their
field who might provide useful suggestions, feedback, or bibliographic references.

In May of the junior year, students will be asked to complete a form that includes a tentative
description of their thesis topic as well as a brief bibliography. Students should describe their
research interests and indicate if they would like to work with a specific tutor. The program will
honor these preferences when possible, but in some cases, students may not be matched with a
tutor they requested. In the event that a student does not request a particular tutor, the program
will match the student with an appropriate advisor based on his or her thesis topic.



DEVELOPING A COHERENT PLAN OF STUDY

A coherent plan of study attempts to provide broad coverage of a particular field, but also
addresses specific topics and questions of interest to the student. In other words, students should
aim for breadth (knowledge of historical periods and events, major works and authors, key
themes of importance in their field) as well as depth (focused study of particular events, texts,
authors, or issues). The Plan of Concentration, the Sophomore Statement, and the
Cumulative Bibliography are intended to help students reflect on the coherence of their work in
the program.

Plan of Concentration

The Plan of Concentration helps students design their program of study and keep track of the
concentration requirements they have fulfilled or still need to complete. Students first complete
this form at the end of their sophomore year, and then revise it in their junior and senior years.
First-semester juniors must discuss their plan with a member of the Committee on Instruction,
who will sign their study card. Office hours for reviewing Plans of Concentration will be posted
during the first week of classes.

Students should make their plan as clear as possible, providing descriptive titles as well as
course numbers. Using the requirements worksheet for your field, indicate which courses count
for foreign literature or other specific requirements (e.g., colonial history, European history, 19"-
century literature). Also note any courses that have been approved, through the petition process,
for concentration credit or as a substitute for another required course.

Be sure to include an approved foreign literature course (in the original language) in your plan,
to be completed by the end of the junior year. Lower-level language courses are not counted.

Students should plan to pursue their individual interests, but they should be careful not to
sacrifice coverage of the field. Although individual courses may vanish from the catalogue, the
Plan of Concentration represents an outline of the student's particular course of study; it is an
extremely important document, requiring careful initial consideration and regular updating.

The Co-Chairs of the Committee on Instruction check these plans against students' transcripts
over the summer, informing the Registrar which courses should be counted for concentration
credit and writing a “blue letter” to each student listing unfulfilled requirements. A student’s
transcript cannot be updated and his or her advisor cannot sign the study card in the fall if the
student has not submitted the Plan of Concentration. Field requirements worksheets are available
on the program website (under “Forms”). Be sure to keep a copy of your plan for your own
reference.

Sophomore Statement

While it is necessary to choose courses that meet the requirements of your field, your experience
in History and Literature will be vastly richer and more satisfying if you also have an overarching
vision that informs your selection of courses. Beginning in your sophomore year, you should use
advising conversations with your tutor as opportunities to discuss themes, issues, authors, and
texts that you would like to explore within your field. At the end of your sophomore year, you
will submit the Sophomore Statement, a paragraph that describes your interests and explains
how your intended coursework will help you to pursue a particular intellectual trajectory in



History and Literature. Although your interests may evolve during your time in the program, you
should continually strive for coherence in your plan of study, choosing courses that will help you
address, complicate, or further your understanding of your specific interests.

Cumulative Bibliography

At the end of the sophomore and junior years, each student prepares a Cumulative Bibliography
of the chief texts he or she has studied in the field. The bibliography should consist of texts read
for courses and for papers, and might include entire books as well as individual chapters or
excerpts from longer works. Each source should be followed by its original date of publication.
Primary sources should be arranged chronologically; secondary sources may be organized
alphabetically. Some students choose to organize their bibliographies thematically or by region.
Students who choose this option should still organize each category chronologically. This
bibliography becomes a permanent part of the student's record and will serve as an important
reference and resource for the senior oral examination.



| REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE

Coursework in the Concentration

Every year, the Co-Chairs of the Committee on Instruction draw up a list of Courses that Count
for Concentration Credit. This list includes courses from a variety of departments. Please consult
this list (which is available in the office and on the web) in devising your plan of concentration.
Be sure to consider the interdisciplinary seminars (HL90s) offered by members of the COD and
Tutorial Board.

Required Number of Half Courses

Candidates for a degree in History and Literature in the class of 2009 are required to take a
minimum of sixteen half courses—ten half courses in addition to the six tutorials. Candidates for
a degree in History and Literature in the classes of 2010 and 2011 are required to take a minimum
of fourteen half-courses—nine half-courses in addition to five tutorials. These half courses are
normally selected from the list of Courses that Count. If a student wishes to take a course that is
not on the list for concentration credit, he or she must submit a petition to the COI.

Petitioning Courses

A course will ordinarily count for concentration credit if more than half of the material covered
falls within the geographic and chronological boundaries of the student's chosen field (the "50%
rule"). If you believe you have found such a course and it is not on the list of courses that count,
you may petition the Committee on Instruction for concentration credit.

Petitions are due during the first week of classes each semester. You may pick up a yellow
petition form from the office or download it from the program website. You must consult with
your tutor before submitting the petition and have it signed by him or her. Attach a copy of the
syllabus and/or reading list for the course in question. The Committee will make its decision
after study cards are due but in time for you to switch courses if necessary. The petition results
will be posted in the History and Literature office. To avoid having to pay a fee to the Registrar's
Office, you should ask your House's Allston Burr Resident Dean for a petition fee waiver form.

Please note that petitions are considered on a case-by-case basis. The relevance of a course is
judged in the context of an individual student's entire program. For this reason, you should not
assume that you will succeed in petitioning for credit for a course that another student has had
approved.

Grading

All courses are letter-graded except for History and Literature 99, the senior tutorial. (The one
exception to this rule is that by petition a student may count a relevant Freshman Seminar for
concentration credit.) Courses taken at other universities may count for concentration credit but
are not included in the student's grade point average. Harvard Summer School courses also may
count for concentration credit; these grades will be included in the student's grade point average.
All other concentration courses are automatically included in determining the concentration grade
point average, even if the student has taken more than the minimum number required.



Foreign Literature Requirement

All students in History and Literature need to fulfill the foreign literature requirement by the end
of their junior year. Students must receive an honors grade (B- or above) in a course that requires
reading foreign literature in the original language. This course counts as one of their
concentration courses. Studying literature written in another language can give valuable insights
not only into other literary, cultural, and historical traditions, but also, by comparison, into one’s
own. History and Literature expects students to gain sufficient fluency to work meaningfully
with primary texts in their foreign language. Many language courses do not fulfill this
requirement; students must check the list of Courses that Fulfill the Foreign Literature
Requirement, which is available in the office and on the web.

In a course where reading in the original language is optional, students must ask for a letter from
the instructor acknowledging that they have read the works in the original. These letters should
be sent to the Assistant Director of Studies. If you have any questions about whether a course
(listed or unlisted) counts—especially likely when dealing with a new course or a new
professor—speak with the Assistant Director of Studies. Remember that syllabi change: as with
all courses, students are responsible for ensuring that the course meets the expectations for the
foreign literature requirement.

Students may also fulfill the foreign literature requirement by receiving a foreign language
citation. A foreign language citation requires four semesters of a foreign language beyond the
first year (for more information, please see the Handbook for Students or consult the relevant
language department website). If a student completes a foreign language citation, the highest-
level language class will be the course that will officially “count” for History and Literature, and
the grade for that class will be calculated into the concentration GPA.

Students fulfilling the foreign literature requirement with a language citation may request
permission from the Assistant Director of Studies to complete the requirement in the fall of senior
year. However, students should be aware that in the event that they do not receive an honors
grade (B- or higher) in the course to be counted for concentration credit, they may not be able to
graduate on time.

Tutorials

Tutorials are the heart of History and Literature and many students find that tutorials are among
the most demanding and rewarding courses they take at Harvard.

Sophomore Tutorial (History and Literature 97)

Sophomores in most fields take a small group tutorial, taught jointly by two tutors, normally one
whose main field is history and one whose main field is literature. Sophomore tutorial is not
intended to provide a complete survey of the field, but rather to introduce students to
interdisciplinary methods and to explore a small number of topics in depth. Sophomore tutorial is
a letter-graded, spring semester course that meets once a week.

Sophomore Oral Examination
The sophomore oral examination is given at the end of sophomore tutorial. The

examination tests each student’s ability to analyze and to discuss historical and literary
texts. Coverage of the field is not expected. Tutors conduct and evaluate their own



students’ examinations. These evaluations become a permanent part of the student’s
record.

Junior Tutorial (History and Literature 98r)

History and Literature 98r builds on the foundation of the sophomore tutorial and prepares
students for the rigors of the senior year. In the fall, students will be assigned to a small-group
tutorial and, with their tutor and their peers, will collaboratively design a course of study for the
fall semester. In the spring semester, students will focus on researching and writing their junior
essays in consultation with their tutor. Although the spring semester tutorial will be more
individualized than the fall, students will maintain contact with their same small group through
the spring semester, and will occasionally meet as a group to workshop their drafts. Students
receive a separate letter grade for each semester of junior tutorial.

Junior Essay

Every junior is required to write a research paper of approximately 6,000 words (not
counting notes and bibliography) during the second semester of junior tutorial. Junior
essays can serve as preliminary explorations of the senior thesis topic, but in most cases
they do not. The major goal of the essay is to provide experience in doing the kind of
sustained research, thinking, and writing that the senior thesis demands. The student’s
tutor and an outside tutor will formally evaluate the essay, assigning it Honors, High
Honors, or a Recommended for Review reading. These evaluations and the essay itself
will become a permanent part of the student’s record. The essay will also be letter-
graded as part of the second semester grade for junior tutorial.

Junior Seminar

Every junior is required to participate in a junior seminar, held on a date to be announced
during the year. Each year’s seminar centers on the work of a scholar whose research has
relevance to History and Literature. Juniors read a required text and gather in small
groups, moderated by tutors. They are also required to write discussion questions
submitted to their group in advance. They are then encouraged to raise their questions
and ideas at the concentration-wide discussion with the visiting scholar. The primary
objective of the junior seminar is to provide an opportunity for juniors to gather as
members of an intellectual community, in order to exchange ideas about interdisciplinary
scholarship across fields with other students and tutors.

Senior Tutorial (History and Literature 99)

The senior tutorial is a one-on-one tutorial devoted primarily to researching and writing the
thesis, but also to preparing for the oral exam. Students typically meet with their tutor once a
week to discuss their ideas and work in progress. Meetings might take the form of discussions of
primary and secondary source materials, brainstorming sessions, or critiques of the student’s
writing and argumentation. The senior tutorial is graded satisfactory/unsatisfactory by the
student's tutor.

10



Senior Thesis

All candidates for an honors degree in History and Literature prepare a senior thesis,
typically of 10,000-15,000 words (excluding notes and bibliography), in which students
pursue a special interest in depth. Theses longer than 20,000 words require special
permission. A student in a combined field may write a thesis exclusively devoted to one
of the chosen countries.

A tentative choice of subject for the thesis is required in the spring of the junior year (the
assignment of the student to a senior tutor is based on this topic) and the final choice is
submitted to the Tutorial Board for formal approval in October of the senior year. In
December, students must submit a substantial work-in-progress (usually in the form of a
first chapter). The completed thesis is due on March 1. Students must turn in two
identical copies of the thesis to the History and Literature office. Formatting guidelines
are available in the History and Literature office and on the program website. Detailed
information and advice concerning the thesis writing process are also available in The
Guide to Writing a Senior Thesis in History and Literature.

The thesis is graded by at least two outside readers who are members of the COD or
Tutorial Board. If a reader determines that a thesis represents honors-level work, he or
she will assign one of the following Latin grades: cum laude minus, cum laude, cum
laude plus, magna cum laude minus, magna cum laude, magna cum laude plus, summa
cum laude minus, summa cum laude. In the event that a reader decides that a thesis does
not merit an honors designation, he or she may assign it a non-honors letter grade of B- or
below. In order to be eligible to graduate with highest honors in History and Literature, a
student must receive at least one summa reading on the thesis.

Students who do not complete a thesis are not eligible to graduate with honors in History
and Literature. To receive credit for History and Literature 99, such students must first
secure the permission of the Director of Studies to withdraw from candidacy for honors
and then submit two twenty-page papers (one each semester) or one forty-page paper (in
early May).

Senior Honors Oral Examination

At the end of their final semester, all seniors must take an honors oral examination given
by at least two tutors in their field. The examination tests the student's knowledge of his
or her field and ability to combine history and literature in imaginative and thoughtful
ways. The examination includes questions on the student's thesis as well as on his or her
field as a whole. Most of these questions are drawn from the topics list for the oral
examination.

Seniors submit their topics list during the last week of classes in the spring term of the
senior year. They also submit a brief description of courses taken for concentration
credit, and their cumulative bibliography. Students are required to include four poets on
their topics list. The list as a whole should indicate breadth as well as depth. While the
lists give students the opportunity to indicate topics they particularly wish to discuss,
students must be well prepared to discuss the broader concerns of their field in a polished
manner and to show their command of the pertinent facts.

Examiners will use the oral examination to help make an assessment of the student's

11



overall work in the concentration. Along with the student’s concentration GPA and
thesis grades, the oral examination is a significant component in the determination of the
student’s final degree recommendation of summa, magna, cum, or no honors. If students
have mixed elements (summa/magna, magna/cum, cum/no honors) in their records they
need to perform at a very high level on the exam to earn the higher degree
recommendation. Even when students’ records are solidly in the summa, magna, or cum
range they need to have a strong performance on the exam to earn their presumed degree
recommendations. While your concentration degree recommendation may factor into
your final degree recommendation from the College, these recommendations are not
identical. The Faculty of Arts and Sciences will determine your final degree
recommendation, based on your entire record at the College, at its final meeting of the
year. For more information on how College honors are calculated, see the Handbook for
Students.

12



ACADEMIC OPPORTUNITIES IN HISTORY & LITERATURE

Interdisciplinary Seminars (History and Literature 90)

In addition to the required tutorials, sophomores, juniors, and seniors may take small
interdisciplinary seminars (up to 15 students) offered by members of the COD and Tutorial
Board. Designated HL90 and letter-graded, these tutorials are listed in the Courses of Instruction.
These courses can be used to satisfy course requirements in the student's field.

Supervised Reading and Research

With the permission of the Director of Studies, and staff permitting, individual reading and
research courses on selected topics in History and Literature can be arranged. Designated History
and Literature 91r, these courses must be taken for a letter grade. These courses count for
concentration credit, but do not satisfy specific course requirements.

Concentration-Wide Events and Visiting Speakers

Each year, History and Literature invites two to three distinguished writers and scholars to speak
with concentrators and tutors. The idea behind these events is to provide occasions for all
students and tutors to get together as a concentration to discuss interdisciplinary issues across
their various fields of study. Though History and Literature is a highly individualized
concentration, especially after sophomore year, these events allow us to gather as an intellectual
community. All concentrators are required to read an assigned excerpt from the visitor’s work in
preparation for his or her visit and to attend and participate in the visitor’s talk with the
concentration. The talks are usually held on Friday afternoons, preceded by a public lecture by
the visitor on Thursday evening, which concentrators are also encouraged to attend. Past guests
have included Natalie Davis, Carlo Ginzburg, Anthony Grafton, Michael Rogin, Walter Benn
Michaels, Thomas Laqueur, Roger Chartier, Homi Bhabha, Simon Schama, Joan Scott, Amitav
Ghosh, Jay Winter, Jill Lepore, Robert Pinsky, Stephen Greenblatt, Robert Brustein, Errol
Morris, Linda Colley, Tony Horwitz, Caroline Elkins, Robert Darnton, and A. Van Jordan. One
of the visits each year is directly linked to the junior seminar, though all concentrators participate.

Funding for Thesis Research

Harvard undergraduates pursuing senior thesis research may apply for the following Harvard
fellowships.

Juniors please note: most applications are due early in the spring of junior year.

Some of the programs listed below have application deadlines as early as January and
many have deadlines in March, so juniors interested in receiving funding should begin
thinking about possible thesis topics early. For more information on the grants listed
here, students should consult the Harvard College Guide to Grants (including the Harvard
College Student Supplement), or talk to the Assistant Director of Studies.

Center for American Political Studies Undergraduate Thesis Research Grants
Center for European Studies Summer Research Grants

Center for Middle Eastern Studies Summer Awards

Committee on African Studies Summer Travel Grants
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Prizes

Committee on Human Rights Studies Undergraduate Research Awards

Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies Summer Travel Grants

Dean’s Summer Research Awards

Dressler Family Traveling Grant

Harvard College Research Program

Mark DeWolfe Howe Fund Grants

Institute of Politics Summer Research Awards

Carol K. Pforzheimer Student Fellowships

Radcliffe Fellowships for Study, Research, and Travel

Real Colegio Complutense Summer Field Research Grants

Research Fund for Senior Honor Theses on the History of Questions of Justice
David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies Summer Research Grants
Charles Warren Center Summer Research Grants

Weatherhead Center for International Affairs Summer Research Grants

History and Literature Prizes:

SENIOR YEAR:
Edward Chandler Cumming Prize for the senior thesis of highest distinction.

Oliver-Dabney Senior Prize and Barbara Miller Solomon Prize for senior theses of high
distinction.

David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies Prize for a senior thesis of high
distinction in the field of Latin America.

John Clive Prize for a senior thesis of high distinction on a topic in the field of Britain.

Perry Miller Prize for a senior thesis of high distinction on a topic in the field of America.

JUNIOR YEAR:

Oliver-Dabney Junior Prize and Ralph Waldo Emerson Prize for juniors whose work
shows exceptional promise.

SOPHOMORE YEAR:

Oliver-Dabney Sophomore Prize and Barrett Wendell Prize for sophomores whose work
shows exceptional promise.

Harvard College Prizes

The following prizes are described in greater detail (and their deadlines are provided) in the Prize
Office's online listings (see www.fas.harvard.edu/~secfas/PrizesDescriptions.html). Other prizes
listed there may also be relevant to History and Literature students. For more information about
the prizes (e.g., the monetary sums involved), you may find it helpful to call the Prize Office.

Helen Choate Bell Prize: A prize for the best essay (5,000-10,000 words) on a subject in
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American Literature.

Lillian Bell Prize in History: Awarded to a student for "the best paper on the Holocaust or
other major 20th-century event involving human tragedy."

Bernhard Blume Award: Awarded to a senior in the Department of Germanic Languages
or History and Literature in the field of Germany for the best honors thesis and overall
performance in the concentration.

Boston Ruskin Prize: A prize for the best essay on the life, work, or interests of John
Ruskin.

Bowdoin Prize for Undergraduates: Open to all undergraduates who are residents at the
University, for essays on any subject (no more than 7,500 words).

Dante Prize: A prize for the best essay on the life or works of Dante (national
competition).

Ethnic Studies Prize: For the best senior thesis on an Ethnic Studies subject.

Reverend Peter J. Gomes Prize in Religion and Ethnicity: For the most outstanding thesis
or dissertation relating to religion and ethnic studies.

James R. and Isabel D. Hammond Prize: For the best thesis on a subject concerning the
Spanish-speaking countries of the Americas.

Thomas T. Hoopes Prize: Multiple prizes awarded to outstanding senior theses.

Kathryn Ann Huggins Prize: Awarded to an outstanding thesis on African-American life,
history or culture.

DeLancey K. Jay Prize: For the best essay on a subject relating to the history or
development of constitutional government and free institutions in the U.S. or Great
Britain.

Latino Thesis Prize: For the best thesis on a subject concerning Latinos.

Dorothy Hicks Lee Prize: For an outstanding thesis on African American literature.

Jonathan M. Levin Prize for Teaching and Social Justice: An award to the most
promising undergraduate who intends to become a public school teacher.

Norton Scholar’s Prize: For an outstanding undergraduate essay (1,750 to 3,000 words)
on a literary topic (national competition).

Norman Podhoretz Prize: For the best essay, feature article or short story on a Jewish
theme.

Winthrop Sargent Prize: A prize for the best essay on Shakespeare, no longer than 20-25
double-spaced pages (not including endnotes).
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George B. Sohier Prize: For the best honors thesis in modern literature.

SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES

Advanced Standing

Students interested in completing degree requirements in fewer than four years with the help of
advanced standing credits should consult the Director of Studies soon after they arrive at Harvard.
Because History and Literature requires students to complete fourteen concentration courses
(classes of 2010 and 2011) to graduate, graduating in three years is extremely difficult and not
recommended.

Out-of-Phase Concentrators

History and Literature students who have taken a one-semester leave or who are for any other
reason proceeding through the program a semester out of phase should discuss their plans
thoroughly with the Director of Studies or one of the Co-Chairs of the Committee on Instruction.

Note the special deadlines for out-of-phase students on the History and Literature calendar. For
those who will be second-term seniors during the fall semester, the senior thesis is due the
Tuesday before Thanksgiving. Out-of-phase seniors will take their oral exams in January. All
History and Literature degrees are awarded in the spring.

Junior Year Abroad

A number of students in History and Literature decide to spend part of their junior year studying
abroad. Students interested in studying abroad should first investigate possible programs at the
Office of International Programs (located on the Ground Floor of University Hall; website:
www.fas.harvard.edu/~oip/). Then they should see the Assistant Director of Studies to discuss
possible courses and a specific plan of study. Students must file petitions (through the Office of
International Programs) for credit for study out of residence before leaving. The deadlines for
these petitions are March 15 for summer, fall, and full academic year; October 15 for spring. The
Assistant Director of Studies must give provisional approval for all courses to be taken for
concentration credit.

Students are required to bring back all relevant materials (syllabi, papers written, copies of final
exams, final presentation notes, etc.) so that they can be reviewed upon return. If a student wants
to request concentration credit for courses taken abroad, he or she should submit petitions for
those courses to the COI (see section “Petitioning Courses” in this handbook). After this review
process, and after the receipt of the student’s transcript at the OIP, final approval will be granted
for concentration courses. If, as is not uncommon abroad, the instructor insists on keeping the
student’s papers, the student should make copies of his or her work to bring back to Harvard. If
any questions about credit should arise, it is important that the student have this information.

Students in the class of 2009 will still be required to fulfill sixteen half-credits in History and
Literature, and students in the classes of 2010 and 2011 will need to fulfill fourteen half-credits,
though up to four courses may be accepted from another university. Only courses in which the
student has received an honors grade (or equivalent) are accepted from outside institutions for
concentration credit. (Grades from study-abroad programs, however, are not counted in students'
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grade point averages.)

It is possible to waive junior tutorial for the study abroad period (to be replaced by another
course), but all students must complete the Junior Essay by the due date in the spring. Students
who will be abroad in the spring can either complete their Junior Essays in the fall, or they can
make arrangements to work on their essays while abroad. Students should discuss their plans to
complete their Junior Essays with their tutors and with the Assistant Director of Studies.

Students who are planning to apply for fellowships in their senior year should consult with their
House tutors about the kinds of recommendations they should seek before leaving and while

abroad.

Joint Concentrations

Students may create a joint concentration combining History and Literature with another
department or program if they offer strong intellectual grounds for doing so. Studies of Women,
Gender, and Sexuality; African and African American Studies; History of Art and Architecture;
and Romance Languages are among the concentrations that students have recently combined with
History and Literature. History and Literature must be the primary concentration in any joint plan
of study. Joint concentrators are required to complete the History and Literature sophomore
examination, junior seminar, junior essay, and the senior oral examination; the senior thesis will
be administered jointly by the two departments. Course requirements in the History and
Literature portion of the joint concentration will be determined by the student and the Director of
Studies. Degree recommendations for joint concentrators will be determined in consultation with
both concentrations. Students interested in a joint concentration should see the Director of
Studies as early as possible.

Secondary Fields

Students are welcome to pursue a secondary field in addition to their concentration in History and
Literature. Concentrators with comparative and transnational interests may find that secondary
fields allow them to pursue coursework that complements and enriches their work in the program.
Secondary fields in History of Art and Architecture; Visual and Environmental Studies; or
Studies of Women, Gender, and Sexuality might be especially appealing to students in History
and Literature. A student in the America field with a particular interest in gender issues, for
example, might choose a secondary field in WGS. Concentrators studying Early Modern Europe
who are interested in Renaissance art and culture could benefit from a secondary field in HAA.
Similarly, a student in Modern Europe with comparative interests in France and Germany might
choose to focus on France within the Modern Europe field, but also pursue a secondary field in
Germanic Languages and Literatures.

Students should carefully weigh the intellectual advantages of completing a secondary field. As
an inherently interdisciplinary program, History and Literature provides students with the
opportunity to design an individual course of study that draws on a number of different
departments. In order to offer students the widest selection of courses possible, it is our practice
to count for concentration credit many courses that might also be required for certain secondary
fields. A student may only double count one course for both concentration credit and the
secondary field. This means that it may be difficult to fulfill the requirements for a secondary
field in an overlapping department. Students should be aware that the courses on the list of
Courses that Count will automatically be counted for concentration credit. Additionally, we are
not able to “uncount” courses that a student has already taken for concentration credit if a student
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later decides that he or she would like to pursue a secondary field.

For information about particular secondary fields, students are encouraged to visit the secondary
field website (http://www.secondaryfields.fas.harvard.edu/index.html) and to consult with the
secondary field advisor in the department or program of their choice. While students may wish to
discuss with their tutor how a particular secondary field relates to their plan of study, secondary
fields are ultimately administered by the granting department or program.
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TROUBLESHOOTING

Concerns about Tutorial

It is important to have regular conversations with your tutor(s) about tutorial. Tutors want to
know how you think the tutorial is going, and they are open to your suggestions for changes and
improvements. If you have concerns about aspects of your tutorial, it is crucial that you raise
them right away so that your tutors can address them. Sometimes, however, you may not feel
comfortable raising your concerns directly with your tutor, or another point of view may be
necessary. In these cases, please talk with the Director of Studies as soon as possible. Usually
these conversations—especially when the Director of Studies can follow up by having a
discussion with the tutor—help clear up any problems, but in some cases the Director of Studies
may recommend a change to another tutorial.

Most conflicts will be resolved through conversation with your tutor and/or the Director of
Studies. However, Harvard also provides an Ombuds Office as an independent resource for
problem resolution. For more information on their services, you may call (617) 495-7748 or visit
the website at http://universityombudsman.harvard.edu/.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is there a list of tutors?

Tutors are listed on the History and Literature website under “People.” You will find tutors’
fields, interests, publications, office hours, e-mail addresses, and office telephone numbers listed
there. This information is also available in the History and Literature office.

Who can give me advice about my program?

Your assigned tutor is your advisor and is always the best place to start. If your tutor cannot
answer a particular question, make an appointment to see one of the administrative staff.

Who should sign my study card?

For sophomores, second-semester juniors, and seniors, the tutor signs both for tutorial and for the
concentration. For first-semester juniors, the tutor signs only for tutorial, and a member of the
Committee on Instruction from the student's field signs for the concentration. These COI
members will post office hours in the first week of classes.

What if I want to change fields?

You will need to go over your planned change with one of the Co-Chairs of the Committee on
Instruction.

What is the purpose of the form called "Plan of Concentration''?

The “Plan of Concentration” is a form on which you list the courses you have already taken as
well as those you are planning to take. You fill it out first in your sophomore year and then revise
it in your junior and senior years. See the section on “Plan of Concentration” in this handbook
for more information.
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Who is responsible for the ""conc'’ marks on my transcript?

Over the summer, the Co-Chairs of the Committee on Instruction mark the transcripts of rising
juniors and seniors. If a student does not submit the Plan of Concentration, the Co-Chairs are
unable to mark the transcript, which could result in students not receiving concentration credit for
courses taken.

If I believe a course that is not specifically listed ought to count toward a particular
requirement, what should I do?

Submit a petition to the Committee on Instruction during the first week of classes (using the
yellow forms available in the office or on the website.) Please see the section in this handbook on
“Petitioning Courses” for more information.

Where is the list of courses that count for concentration credit?

In the office and on the website.

Can I count a Freshman Seminar toward a requirement in History and Literature?

Yes, but you must petition and submit the reading list. The course will be marked “conc” on your
transcript, but it won’t affect your concentration grade point average. Don't bother to do this
unless you think you will need the credit.

If I take more than the required half-courses in my field, can I choose which ones count for
concentration credit?

No. All courses that are listed for your field in the list of courses that count will be marked as
concentration courses on your transcript and will be used in the calculation of your concentration
grade point average.

How can I arrange an independent study within History and Literature?

You may arrange to take a graded course of independent study, known as a 91r, with a member of
the Tutorial Board, but the Director of Studies must approve the arrangement.

Can courses ""double count' to meet both Core and History and Literature requirements?

Yes.

From which Cores am I exempt as a concentrator in History and Literature?

History and Literature Concentrators are exempt from Historical Study A, Historical Study B,
Literature and Arts A, and Literature and Arts C. Please consult the most recent Handbook for
Students for more information and note that the transition to the Program in General Education
will begin in the fall of 2009.

Is it possible to petition for different Core requirements?
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Yes, although such petitions are rarely accepted. The Standing Committee on the Core Program
will consider redefining the Core exemptions of History and Literature concentrators on the basis
of individual programs of study. For petition forms and further information, see the Core
Program office at 38 Kirkland Street.

If I get a C+ or lower, will the course count for History and Literature?

Yes (except in your foreign literature course, which must be at least a B-), but your overall grade
point average in the Concentration needs to be a B, or 3.0 in order to be a candidate for honors in
the concentration.

As a transfer student from another college, can I receive any credit toward degree
requirements in History and Literature for previous course work?

Yes, you will receive credit toward fulfillment of requirements for those courses which are (1)
approved for Harvard credit by the Faculty of Arts and Sciences and then (2) approved for
History and Literature credit through petition to the Committee on Instruction; however, the
grades will not count toward your concentration GPA. You can pick up the forms in the office.

If I transfer into History and Literature from another Harvard concentration as a junior, can 1
get credit for a sophomore tutorial taken in another department?

Yes, this is frequently possible. Discuss it with the Director of Studies. You must have received
at least a B in the sophomore tutorial taken in the other department.

My courses are intersecting in interesting ways and I would like to hand in one long paper for
two of my courses. Should I?

If you want to do this, you must secure your instructors' written permission; in these cases, many
instructors quite understandably require extremely ambitious papers, which are intellectually
satisfying but time-consuming. Be sure to secure permission from both instructors before
undertaking such a project. Be prepared for the fact that one of your instructors might refuse this
request. Consider writing two different papers drawing on the same materials—an important
intellectual exercise sometimes more satisfying than the one long paper.

Can 1 get credit for a summer-school course?

For a Harvard Summer School course, you probably can. See one of the Co-Chairs of the
Committee on Instruction.

What happens if I spend time abroad?

Studying abroad can be a valuable experience both academically and personally. History and
Literature encourages students to explore study abroad options that will complement their work in
the concentration and grants credit for up to one year spent abroad. Before going abroad, students
should meet with the Assistant Director of Studies to make plans for fulfilling all of their
requirements and to discuss courses they might take while abroad. Juniors who plan to spend
their second term abroad must make arrangements with their tutors and with the Assistant
Director of Studies to complete their Junior Essays either in the fall or while they are abroad.
The Junior Essay needs to be completed by the assigned deadline in the spring. Students
should make these arrangements before they leave (see the section on “Junior Year Abroad” in
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this handbook). Those thinking of studying abroad should see the Assistant Director of Studies
and consult with the Office of International Programs (in University Hall) well in advance of their
departure.

If, because of a leave of absence or a term of study abroad, I am a second-term senior in the
fall, can I postpone submitting my thesis until the following March by registering during the

spring term "'solely for the completion of degree requirements''?

The Registrar's office does not allow this.

What if I need an extra term to fulfill requirements?

You need to file a petition with your Allston Burr Resident Dean.

Can I have a joint concentration, combining History and Literature with another
concentration?

Yes, but you must discuss the intellectual rationale for your chosen field and the courses you plan
to take with the Director of Studies as soon as possible.

Can I combine History and Literature with a teacher education program?

Yes. History and Literature combines especially well with the Undergraduate Teacher Education
Program (UTEP). Concentrators may be eligible to obtain certification to teach in middle or
secondary schools in Massachusetts and the forty-four states with which Massachusetts has
reciprocity. See the Handbook for Students for more information about the Undergraduate
Teacher Education Program. Previous students in UTEP have found that the flexibility of being
able to teach both history and literature is a considerable advantage.

What happens if I've been away from Harvard and the requirements for my field changed
while I was gone?

Normally, you will be allowed to complete your work in History and Literature under the
guidelines that existed when you entered the program.

How can I find titles of previous theses?

There is a list on the shelf above the desk in the office and a list of summa theses on the web.
There are copies of a few magna and summa theses in the office. Copies of theses that won the
Hoopes Prize are on a shelf just inside Lamont Library; copies of all theses that received two (or
more) readings of magna or above are in the Harvard Archives. You will find them listed in
HOLLIS.

Does my thesis have to be interdisciplinary?

Depending on the subject you choose, your thesis may be primarily a work of historical research
or primarily a work of literary criticism. However, all History and Literature theses should draw
in some way on the interdisciplinary training students have received in tutorials. The more
historical theses should always be attentive to the textuality (e.g., representational and rhetorical
strategies, structure, genre, language, etc.) of historical documents, and the more literary theses
should be attentive to the historical contexts and agency of literary texts.
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Can I do a ""creative” project for my thesis--a historical novel, for instance?

All good scholarship is creative, but if you want to write fiction, you need to concentrate in
English.

If I decide that I do not want to write a thesis, what do I do?

In order to receive an honors degree recommendation from History and Literature, a student must
write an acceptable senior thesis (which must be graded at an honors level). If a concentrator is
unable to complete the senior thesis or does not receive an honors evaluation on the thesis, the
Committee on Degrees will recommend that the student graduate with a non-honors degree in
History and Literature.

If a rising senior does not have a concentration GPA of 3.0 or better, the Committee on Degrees
may bar the student from writing a thesis. In the rare cases where a student is prohibited from
writing a thesis, the student may remain in History and Literature, but will graduate with no
honors in the concentration. Students who complete a thesis but whose seven-semester GPA falls
below 3.0 will not be recommended for honors degrees in History and Literature.

Who takes the oral examination?

All students in History and Literature take oral examinations at the end of their final semester.
Oral examinations are one hour long.

Does History and Literature count final term senior grades in the calculation of honors?

Final term course grades are not available in time to be included in honors calculations by the
History and Literature concentration. The College, however, will include these grades in
calculating your College honors.

Can I designate which courses are included in the calculation for honors?

No. All listed courses will count except those taken at another institution and summer school
courses not taken at Harvard.

How does History and Literature calculate honors? What process underlies my degree
recommendation?

Oral exam committees review each student’s full record and then examine the student on his or
her knowledge of the field in order to make a degree recommendation. The oral exam cannot
reduce or raise a student’s honors level more than one grade level. In most instances the
recommendation of the orals committee is final, but in some cases—including those for degrees
with highest honors—the recommendation is voted on at the joint meeting of the Committee on
Degrees and the Committee on Instruction.

While your concentration degree recommendation may factor into your final degree
recommendation from the College, these recommendations are not identical. The Faculty of Arts
and Sciences will determine your final degree recommendation, based on your entire record at the
College, at its final meeting of the year. For more information on how College honors are
calculated, see the Handbook for Students.
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History and Literature uses this grade scale, adapted from the 4 point scale used by the College to
calculate overall grade point averages:

A 4.00 Summa 3.835 -
A- 3.67 4.000

------------ Summa minus 3.765 - 3.834
B+ 3.33

B 3.00 Magna plus  3.670 - 3.764
B- 2.67 Magna 3.585 - 3.669
------------ Magna minus 3.550 - 3.584
C+ 2.33

C 2.00 Cum plus 3.415 - 3.549
C- 1.67 Cum 3.165-3.414
------------ Cum minus  3.000 - 3.164
D+ 1.33

D 1.00

D- 0.67

E 0

What happens if I am not recommended to graduate with honors in History and Literature?

Your transcript will include a reference to History and Literature. The commencement program,
however, will list you in a category without honors, but indicating your concentration.

Can I complete a secondary field as a History and Literature Concentrator?

Students are welcome to pursue a secondary field in addition to their concentration in History and
Literature. Please see the section on “Secondary Fields” in this handbook.
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CLASS OF 2009: FIELDS OF STUDY AND REQUIREMENTS

Overview of Requirements for Class of 2009

Concentrators in History and Literature choose a special field of study. The options fall into three
general categories:

(a) asingle country or region throughout its early modern and modern history;

(b) multiple countries or regions (e.g., the Middle Ages, Postcolonial Studies, Britain and
France);

(c) additional fields of study constructed in consultation with the Director of Studies.
Every student must complete 16 half courses in his or her field of study, including 3 full-year
tutorials (HL97, HL98, HL99) and the foreign literature requirement. Other requirements are as

follows:

(A) Fields Focused on a Single Country or Region

(1) AMERICA
Seven half-courses in American History and Literature:

Two half-courses (one history and one literature) on colonial America (1607 -
c.1800).

Two half-courses (one history and one literature) on 19"-century America.
Two half-courses (one history and one literature) on 20™-century America.

One half-course in any period in history or literature or in a related field (e.g.,
architecture, political theory, etc.). If the course is not listed in the America
section of the courses that count for concentration credit, the student must
petition the Committee on Instruction.

English 10a or 10b, or a reasonable substitute in British literature as determined by
petition.

One half-course in the literature of a foreign language, with reading assignments in the
original language. The course must be listed in the courses that fulfill the foreign
literature requirement and the grade must be a B- or higher. This requirement must be
completed by the end of the junior year. Students fulfilling the foreign literature
requirement with a language citation may request permission from the Assistant Director
of Studies to complete the requirement in the fall of senior year. However, students
should be aware that in the event that they do not receive an honors grade (B- or higher)
in the course to be counted for concentration credit, they may not be able to graduate on
time.

One half-course in foreign history:
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Students in the America field are encouraged to consider how the history and
literature of the United States relates to transatlantic, international, or global
concerns. Therefore, they may fulfill the foreign history requirement in one
of the following two ways:

by taking one half-course in the history of the country or region of the
student’s foreign literature course,

by taking one half-course on the theme “America in the world.”

A list of courses that count for the “America in the world” option will be
determined and posted on the web each year by the Co-Chairs of the
Committee on Instruction.

Students should select the specific courses of their programs with the help of their tutors,
taking into consideration prior coursework, breadth of coverage (across and within
centuries), and the timing of coursework. For example, survey courses and introductory
courses are usually more satisfying to students at the early stages of their programs, and it
is usually not wise to leave both colonial America requirements for the senior year.

(2) BRITAIN

Primary emphasis on the period since 1485. The student's program should be balanced
between history and literature and must include the following courses:

English 10a and 10b: Major British Writers. Students may petition to substitute a similar
course in British literature for one semester.

Two half-courses in British history in different centuries.
One half-course in European history.

One half-course in the literature of a foreign language, with reading assignments in the
original language. The course must be listed in the courses that fulfill the foreign
literature requirement and the grade must be a B- or higher. This requirement must be
completed by the end of the junior year. Students fulfilling the foreign literature
requirement with a language citation may request permission from the Assistant Director
of Studies to complete the requirement in the fall of senior year. However, students
should be aware that in the event that they do not receive an honors grade (B- or higher)
in the course to be counted for concentration credit, they may not be able to graduate on
time.

(3) FRANCE
1500 to the present. Students should be in the process of acquiring a reading knowledge
of French during the sophomore year. The student's program should be balanced

between history and literature and must include the following courses:

French 70a and 70b: Introduction to French Literature, or by petition a reasonable
substitute.
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At least two half-courses in the period 1500-1800.

At least two half-courses in the period 1800-1900.

At least two half-courses in the period 1900-present.

(4) GERMANY

From the Reformation to the present. Students are expected to demonstrate a reading
knowledge of German by the end of the junior year. The student's program should be
balanced between history and literature and must ordinarily include the following
courses:

Foreign Cultures 30: Forging a Nation: German Culture from Luther to Kant and Beyond.

Historical Study A-76: Germany 1871-1990: From Unification to Reunification.

German 50a or b: Masterpieces of German Literature, or by petition a reasonable
substitute.

At least one half-course in the Goethezeit.
At least two other half-courses in the period before 1900.
(5) RUSSIA

From Peter the Great (1672-1725) to the present, with special emphasis on the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries.

Two half-courses (one history and one literature) on Imperial Russia

Two half-courses (one history and one literature) on Soviet Russia

Students may petition to include courses in pre-Petrine Russia and East Slavic history and
literature if they wish.-Of the many course offerings in the history and literature of Slavic
Eastern Europe (for example, Ukraine, Poland, etc.), students may count two half-courses
for concentration credit. Students are expected to demonstrate a reading knowledge of

Russian by the end of junior year.

(6) LATIN AMERICA

Sixteenth century to the present. Students should be in the process of acquiring a reading
knowledge of Spanish during the sophomore year. Knowledge of Portuguese is not
required except for those students specializing in Brazil.

By the end of the senior year, students will be expected to demonstrate knowledge of the
following subjects:

1. Conquest and colonization; colonial institutions; indigenous societies and
their interaction with Europeans; literary documents, principally cronicas
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and poetry, of the contact period.

2. Independence movements of the nineteenth century; novels, expository
prose and poetry of this period of national self-definition.

3. A general historical and literary knowledge of the twentieth century.
The student's program should be balanced between history and literature and must
ordinarily include the following courses:
History 1757, 1758, and 1759: History of Latin America.

Spanish 71a and 71b: Spanish-American Literature, or by petition a reasonable
substitute.

One half-course in literature at the 100 level or higher.

Students are encouraged to take a half-course in Peninsular literature.

(B) Fields Focused on Multiple Countries or Regions

The areas, periods, and requirements are as follows:

(1) THE MIDDLE AGES

Europe, ca. 400 to 1500. Attention is given chiefly, but not exclusively, to two or three
general themes selected at the end of the sophomore year in consultation with the
student’s tutor. Possible themes might include: the papacy, the Crusades, heresy,
monasticism, and millenarianism; knights and serfs; the rise of universities and the
growth of towns; the transition from Late Antiquity to the Middle Ages; the “waning of
the Middle Ages™ and the birth of modernity; castles and cathedrals; feudalism,
government, law, and the rise of the nation state; plagues and perceptions of the body;
hermits, mystics, anchorites, and the power of relics; Renaissance; the interplay of Latin
and vernacular cultures; oral and written cultures; popular piety and anti-Semitism;
Arthurian literature, troubadours, and courtly love; epic and romance. Concentrators in
the Medieval field must attain a reading knowledge of one relevant language (for
example, Old French, Old English, Latin, Arabic, or Hebrew). If that language is not
Latin, they are encouraged to begin formal study of Latin as soon as possible. History
1101 and an equivalent introductory course in literature are also strongly recommended
early in students’ programs.

(2) EUROPE FROM 1300 TO 1750

In this large and rich field, attention is given chiefly, but not exclusively, to two or three
general themes selected at the end of the sophomore year in consultation with the
student's tutor. Possible themes might include the Italian and Northern Renaissance; the
rise of vernacular literatures and the shift from manuscript culture to a culture of print;
humanism and individualism; the development of urban institutions and civic identity;
voyages of discovery and the colonial experience; intellectual and cultural exchanges
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between the Old World and the New; Reformation and Counter-Reformation; the
Scientific Revolution; changing concepts of gender, family, sex, and marriage; nation
formation and court society; the rise of the fine arts and aesthetics as a separate area for
critical analysis; and the secular philosophical movement widely known as the
Enlightenment.

Depending on the nature of the themes chosen, students' programs may be based either
entirely in Western Europe or include a component related to the European colonies in
the Americas. Since the themes chosen will vary widely from student to student, there
are no specific course requirements that will apply to everyone in the field. However, all
students should take care to balance their programs evenly between history and literature;
and all students will be expected to acquire reading knowledge of a foreign language--
Latin, French, Italian, Spanish, or German--relevant to their plans of study.

(3) POSTCOLONIAL STUDIES

The postcolonial studies field enables regional specializations in areas of the world that
have experienced colonialism. At the same time, it provides students with the conceptual
tools to explore cultural intersections that go beyond national and territorial boundaries.
The field draws upon the growing body of literary and historical texts that have specific
regional provenances but embody visions of the transnational exchange of ideas,
practices, and peoples. It allows students to connect the experiences of colonization to
contemporary problems of globalization through the study of such themes and issues as
the emergence of national and ethnic literatures, discourses of migration and Diaspora,
movements of labor and capital, the rights and representations of minorities, and the
negotiation of cultural differences.

Students design a plan of concentration in consultation with their advisors that focuses on
a particular region of postcolonial interest. Possible regions include but are not limited to
Africa, the Middle East, the Caribbean and Latin America, South Asia, and Southeast
Asia. At the end of their sophomore year, students must submit a carefully conceived
statement to the Co-Chairs of the Committee on Instruction in which they declare their
region of focus and detail the purposes and goals of their plan of concentration. Plans of
concentration should be reasonably balanced between history and literature and must
contain the following:

One half-course in the literature of a foreign language, with reading assignments in the
original language. The course must be listed in the courses that fulfill the foreign
literature requirement and the grade must be a B- or higher. This requirement must be
completed by the end of the junior year. Students fulfilling the foreign literature
requirement with a language citation may request permission from the Assistant Director
of Studies to complete the requirement in the fall of senior year. However, students
should be aware that in the event that they do not receive an honors grade (B- or higher)
in the course to be counted for concentration credit, they may not be able to graduate on
time.

One half-course in literature that considers materials from a comparative and specifically
postcolonial perspective. Possible courses: English 166x: The Postcolonial Classic,

English 167p: Postcolonial Narratives, or by petition a reasonable substitute.

One half-course on the history of the colonial and postcolonial world that considers
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materials from a comparative or transregional perspective. Possible courses: History
1895: The Indian Ocean in Comparative Perspective, History 1916: British Colonial
Violence in the 20th Century, or by petition a reasonable substitute.

Three half-courses directly related to the students’ primary region of focus, two of which
must cover different eras as determined in consultation with the students’ tutor and the
COI Co-Chair. These courses must be chosen from the list of courses that count for
concentration credit in the Postcolonial field. Together these courses should offer a sense
of temporal continuity and change in the student’s chosen region of focus.

One half-course related to a second region of focus. This course must be chosen from the
list of courses that count for concentration credit in the Postcolonial field.

Of the three required concentration half-courses remaining, students may choose any
combination of the following:

A. Courses that count for concentration credit in the Postcolonial field; or
B. courses not necessarily related to postcolonial questions but that treat the
history and/or literature of either the primary or secondary region of
focus and/or its metropole.
At least one course in the student’s plan of concentration must focus primarily on the
period before 1750 and at least one other must focus on the period between 1750 and

1900.

(4) COMBINED FIELDS

Combined fields offer the opportunity to study the history and literature of two countries.
These fields can be especially rewarding and challenging. They invite students to explore
a range of historical and literary relationships, to examine cross-cultural themes and
issues that students in single-country fields are less likely to encounter, and to gain
insights into each country that only comparative work makes possible. Given the breadth
of these fields, it is important for students to think through and constantly revisit the
question of how their programs will balance coverage and depth. With the help of their
tutors, they should locate the key points of historical and literary intersection and
comparison between their two countries: revolutions, wars, imperialism and
decolonization, social and political movements, literary and artistic movements (e.g.,
Romanticism, realism, naturalism, modernism), the evolution of genres and forms,
migration, foreign policy, etc. The purpose and excitement of combined fields is to study
the two countries together. Since most of students' coursework will involve one country
or the other, combined fields require a great deal of independence as well as particularly
close collaboration with tutors to do the work of connecting the two countries.

While the sophomore essay does not require attention to both countries, it can be an
excellent opportunity to bring them together in a focused interdisciplinary topic. The
junior essay and senior thesis need not address both countries, but often the most
sophisticated and intellectually interesting junior essays and theses are both
interdisciplinary and cross-cultural. It is crucial that all seniors in combined fields
continue to synthesize their academic work and consider the connections between
disciplines and countries. Of the five categories on the topics list for the oral
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examination, three must specifically bring together material on both countries.

Students ordinarily choose two countries or regions from the following: Britain, France,
Germany, Russia, and America. (Note: Britain and America covers 1600 to the present,
and Latin America and North America covers 1492 to the present. See (h) and (i) below.)

In addition to the specific course requirements outlined below, students will take other
courses in the history and literature of their two chosen countries. These courses should
be balanced between history and literature and between the chosen countries. Courses
covering a genre or a period are generally more helpful to the student than courses on a
single author or historical event.

Many combined fields require lecture half-courses (marked with an asterisk in the
requirements), but students may substitute a suitably wide-ranging conference course in
some cases. Please consult with the appropriate Co-Chair of the Committee on
Instruction if you wish to make such a substitution.

Students must demonstrate a reading knowledge of the relevant foreign language(s) by
the end of the junior year; generally, students are expected to have a reading knowledge

of one of the languages when they enter the concentration.

The following list mentions the most common combinations of countries, but others are
possible with the approval of the Director of Studies.

(2) BRITAIN AND FRANCE

From 1750 to the present. Courses are to be chosen in consultation with
tutors and an appropriate member of the Committee on Instruction.

English 10b: Modern British Writers.

French 70b: Introduction to French Literature, or by petition a reasonable
substitute.

One lecture” half-course in the history of Britain since 1750.
One lecture” half-course in the history of France since 1750.

Students in this field are strongly encouraged to take History 10b: Western
Societies, Politics, and Culture from 1650 to the Present.

Generally, students in this field will be placed in the “France” sophomore
tutorial. Whenever possible, this tutorial will accommodate comparative
interests.

(b) FRANCE AND GERMANY

From 1750 to the present. Courses are to be chosen in consultation with
tutors and an appropriate member of the Committee on Instruction.

French 70b: Introduction to French Literature, or by petition a reasonable
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substitute.

German 50a or b: Masterpieces of German Literature, or by petition a
reasonable substitute.

One lecture” half-course in the history of France since 1750.
One lecture” half-course in the history of Germany since 1750.

Students in this field are strongly encouraged to take History 10b: Western
Societies, Politics, and Cultures from 1650 to the present.

Generally, students in this field will be placed in the "Germany" Sophomore
Tutorial. Whenever possible, this tutorial will accommodate comparative

interests.

(c) BRITAIN AND GERMANY

From 1750 to the present. Courses are to be chosen in consultation with
tutors and an appropriate member of the Committee on Instruction.

English 10b: Modern British Writers.

German 50a or b: Masterpieces of German Literature, or by petition a
reasonable substitute.

One lecture” half-course in the history of Britain since 1750.
One lecture” half-course in the history of Germany since 1750.

Students in this field are strongly encouraged to take History 10b: Western
Societies, Politics, and Cultures from 1650 to the present.

Generally, students in this field will be placed in the "Germany" Sophomore
Tutorial. Whenever possible, this tutorial will accommodate comparative

interests.

(d) RUSSIA AND BRITAIN

From 1750 to the present. Courses are to be chosen in consultation with
tutors and an appropriate member of the Committee on Instruction.

Slavic 145 a or b: Russian Literature in Translation, or by petition a
reasonable substitute.

English 10b: Modern British Writers.
One lecture* half-course in the history of Russia since 1750.

One lecture* half-course in the history of Britain since 1750.
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Generally, students in this field will be placed in the "Russia" Sophomore
Tutorial. Whenever possible, this tutorial will accommodate comparative
interests.

(¢) RUSSIA AND AMERICA

From 1750 to the present. Courses are to be chosen in consultation with
tutors and an appropriate member of the Committee on Instruction.

Slavic 145 a or b: Russian Literature in Translation, or by petition a
reasonable substitute.

One lecture* half-course in 19" - or 20"-century American literature.
One lecture* half-course in 19" - or 20"-century American history.

One lecture* half-course in the history of Russia since 1750.

Generally, students in this field will be placed in the “Russia” Sophomore
Tutorial. Whenever possible, this tutorial will accommodate comparative

interests.

() RUSSIA AND FRANCE

From 1750 to the present. Courses are to be chosen in consultation with
tutors and an appropriate member of the Committee on Instruction.

Slavic 145 a or b: Russian Literature in Translation, or by petition a
reasonable substitute.

French 70b: Introduction to French Literature, or by petition a reasonable
substitute.

One lecture* half-course in the history of Russia since 1750.
One lecture* half-course in the history of France since 1750.
Generally, students in this field with be placed in the “Russia” Sophomore
Tutorial. Whenever possible, this tutorial will accommodate comparative

interests.

(g) FRANCE AND AMERICA

From 1750 to the present. Courses are to be chosen in consultation with
tutors and an appropriate member of the Committee on Instruction.

French 70b: Introduction to French Literature, or by petition a reasonable
substitute.

One lecture” half-course in 19"-century American literature.
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