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Class DistinctionClass Distinction
in Korean Word Acquisitionin Korean Word Acquisition

--Noun bias?  Verb bias?Noun bias?  Verb bias?--

Mikyung Bong
(Wellesley College)

Word class distinction in word acquisitionWord class distinction in word acquisition

Korean shows less noun bias in early child 
acquisition: language-specific

Choi & Gopnik, 1995

Korean children acquire nouns before verbs: 
language-universal

Chang & Pae, 2003
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MCDI-K,
Spontaneous speech

12-2390Pae(1993)
MCDI-K8-17563Chang(2004)
MCDI-K18-225Chang(1997)

Spontaneous speech18-233Lee&Chang(1999)

Diaries, MCDI
Checklist

18-218Kim, McGregor 
&Thomson(2000)

Questionnaire, 
spontaneous speech

14-229Choi& 
Gopnik(1995)

Checklist,
spontaneous speech

15-254Au, Dapretto&
Song(1994)

Data collecting methodAge
(month)

Subjects 
number

Authors
Previous studies: Chang & Previous studies: Chang & PaePae, 2003, 2003

Issues in Word Acquisition Studies Issues in Word Acquisition Studies 
Data Collection Method

Early language questionnaire: provides prompts about the 
particular types of context in which children are likely to produce 
words
MacArthur Communication Development Inventories (MCDI-K): 
includes 245 common nouns and 107 verbs

Definition of verbs
Count adjective verbs as verbs (Choi & Gopnik, 1995)

Number of total words
Depend on the data collection method 

Subject: Korean residing in the States vs Korea
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1.6 : 11400538722

3.9 : 14901039173

2.6 : 129082125

1.8 : 122081424

3.7 : 114031123

4.0 : 1501420

3.0 : 14013192

4.9 : 141073419

4.3 : 1210417151

noun: verb ratiowordsothersverbsnounsage(mth)

Numbers of Nouns and VerbsNumbers of Nouns and Verbs
: Chang & : Chang & PaePae, 2003, 2003

9.6 : 14292172019222

6.9 : 13823822114423

9.4 : 118110876621

7.8 : 18238539196

5.1 : 16032266231523

17.4 : 16422372238321

8.0 : 1188531512020

57.0 : 114832211419

20.0 : 1298120185

1.8 : 117206211024

4.3 : 18401668224

noun: verb ratiowordsothersverbsnounsage(mth)
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1.7 : 16216172917

1.6 : 118937589422

1.2 : 14714151816

0.9 : 1391314121510

1.5 : 18020243621

1.3 : 158161824209

1 : 156112322188

34.2 : 120226517122

25.5 : 117718615321

41.0 : 11274328219

8.8 : 16011544187

noun: verb ratiowordsothersverbsnounsage(mth)

1.0 : 117832737424

1.1 : 19817384322

0.9 : 17415312820

1.5 : 1491215221913

1.0 : 112424495123

1.9 : 16513183419

1.3 : 150918231812

1.1 : 114328565926

0.9 : 18319343024

1.1 : 1581421232311

noun: verb ratiowordsothersverbsnounsage(mth)
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1.8 : 1501114252220

1.6 : 1501414222119

1.3 : 1481116212218

1.1 : 1541419211817

1.1 : 112120505123

3.7 : 157159332216

4.5 : 134124182115

1.0 : 112120505123

1.3 : 16311232918

0.7 : 1401117121714

noun: verb ratiowordsothersverbsnounsage(mth)

2.9 : 1average
2.8 : 148611311824
2.9 : 1501110291823
2.0 : 1471411222122
1.9 : 1591515292221

noun: verb 
ratio

wordsothersverb
s

nounsage(mth)

Support noun bias
Child 1-4 from Au et al.(1994)
Child 5-7 from Lee and Chang(1999)
Against noun bias

Child 8-16 from Choi & Gopnik(1995)
Child 17-24 from Kim et al.(2000)
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Other Studies: Lee et el., 2004Other Studies: Lee et el., 2004
Data: record the natural conversation every month
Subject: 7 boys and 7 girls (12 ~ 23 months)
Result

age 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

75 83

33

15

22

6

23

Noun 3 4 22 22 45 43 49 35 62 94

Verb 0 1 0 0 2 7 6 5 9 27

Adjective 1 1 1 1 0 4 1 3 3 12

감사합니다!
Kam-sa-ham-ni-da!


