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Selected Readings in English

The China War: The “China-Japan Conflict” and “Sino-Japanese Relations”
in the Second World War Era

A Bibliographical Exploration of The China Incident, The Anti-Japanese
War, The War of Resistance, the Japan-China War, The Second Sino-
Japanese War, the China-Japan Conflict, the Sacred War in China, the

Greater East Asia War, and the Fifteen Year War, 1931–1945

These are only a smattering of the vast literature on the war. Many official studies,
much private publication, and huge quantities of popular and academic writings lie buried
and waiting to be used in any systematic effort to recover the history of this massive
conflict. The books listed here are some of the best scholarly works and general studies
available. Of course, the archives—paper, manuscript, and microform await the attention
of any serious student of the conflict. The listings below are not completely consistent,
unfortunately. Where feasible, the place of publication, publisher, and date of publication
have been given, but this is not universal. New York or London is noted, but multiple
places of publications or publisher’s editions are not always given here.

I. REFERENCE WORKS AND GENERAL HISTORIES

Bibliographies (especially those focusing on this conflict)
Lee, Loyd E., ed. World War II in Asia and the Pacific and the War’s Aftermath, with General

Themes. Westport, Conn. & London: Greenwood Press, 1998. With forward by Carol N.
Gluck. Solid bibliographical essays on the war: Thomas Marvin Williamsen, “The Second
Sino-Japanese War, 1931–1945 ” (27-44) a good place to start; Mark P. Parillo, “Burma
and Southeast Asia, 1941-1945,” (90-103) includes many references to the Chinese-Allied
cooperation in that theatre; Mark R. Peattie’s “Japanese Strategy and Campaigns in the
Pacific War, 1941–1945” (56–71) illuminates China’s place in over-all Japanese thinking;
Shigeru Sato, “Japanese Occupation, Resistance, and Collaboration in Asia” (121–137) has
a small section on China; William M. Tsutsui, “The Domestic Impact of War and
Occupation on Japan” (138–151) touches on those ideas; William B. Hauser, “Japanese
War Films” (255-264) has cultural insights not available in English elsewhere. Many of the
other essays are very helpful to the student of the whole war: Michael A. Barnhart,
“International Relations and the Origins of the War in Asia and the Pacific War” (5-24) is
excellent survey and Eugene L. Rasor, “The Japanese Attack on Pearl Harbor” (45–55)
focuses on that ever-popular theme; and R.John Pritchard “War Crimes, International
Criminal Law, and the Postwar Trials in Europe and Asia” (454–474) is a vital guide to
these critical issues and the atrocities of war.

Rasor, Eugene L., The China–Burma–India Campaign, 1931–1945. Historiography and
Annotated Bibliography. Westport, Conn. & London: Greenwood Press, 1998. Vol. 22 in
the Greenwood Bibliographies of Battles and Leaders series. This is the definitive
bibliographical reference for the U.S. and British operations in this Theater of Operations.
Unit Histories are given excellent coverage. Unfortunately, China and the Chinese receive
very little treatment, while the warfare between Japanese and China outside of the Anglo-
American sphere is barely mentioned, a feature of the way the series on World War II has
been organized by Greenwood.

Sbrega, John J., The War Against Japan, 1941-1945. An Annotated Bibliography. New York:
Garland, 1989. Vol. 10 in Wars of the United States and Vol. 258 in Garland Reference
Library of Social Science. Definitive bibliography of English language sources.

Ziegler, Janet, comp., World War II: Books in English, 1945-65. Stanford: Hoover (Stanford),
1971. Good coverage of the first twenty years of WWII writings.
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Dower, John W. with Timothy S. George, Japanese History and Culture from Ancient to Modern
Times: Seven Basic Bibliographies, Princeton: Markus Wiener, 1995. 2nd edition, revised
and updated. There is considerable overlap among these bibliographies, but the numerous
sections of secondary materials in Chapter 3 (including the list on The Sino–Japanee War
of 1937–1945) (328–330) and “primary” materials in English in Chapter 4 are good places
to get a quick start.

Compendia and Encyclopedias
Baudot, et al., The Historical Encyclopedia of World War II. New York: Facts on File, 1993.

Updated edition. At best a general reference. Not strong on China.
Cowley, Robert and Geoffrey Parker, eds., The Reader’s Companion to Military History. Boston

and New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1996. Contains many useful entries on Japanese and
Chinese leaders and experiences; for example Chiang Kai-shek (82) and Mao Tse-tung
(281–282), Tôjô Hideki (472-475), Terauchi Hisaichi (466-467), and Joseph W. Stilwell
(444),  and the Chinese Civil War (85-87) receive attention.

Dear, I. C. B.  and M. R. D. Foot, eds., The Oxford Companion to World War II. Oxford and
New York: Oxford, 1995. The single most comprehensive guide to the war is replete with
references to the China Theatre. Musts are the entries on “China” (210–224 ), “China-
Burma-India” (224-227),and “China Incident” (227-233). Among the leaders treated are
“Chiang Kai-Shek” (205-207) with a section on Chiang as war leader, “Madam Chiang”
(204-205), Maj.-Gen. Claire L. Chennault (204), and Gen. Joseph W. Stillwell (1065-
1066).

Dupuy, R. Ernest and Trevor N. Dupuy, The Harper Encyclopedia of Military History. From
3500 B.C. to the Present.  4th Edition. New York: Harper Collins, 1994. This massive
tome (1600+ pages) treats World War II in Asia and the Pacific (1229–1309) and includes
a focused topical narrative, replete with references to commanding officers and some detail
of operational objectives and actions (esp. pre-1941 ones 1229-1232), and Operation Ichi-
go is treated (1280).

Dupuy, Trevor N. Dupuy, Curt Johnson, and David L. Bongard, The Harper Encyclopedia of
Military Biography. New York: Harper Collins, 1992. Li Tseng-jen (443-444), Lin Piao
(447-448), Liu Po-ch’eng (450), Chang Tso-lin (145), Chang Hsüeh-liang (144-145) are a
few of the important Chinese included to go along with the Chiang and the Mao written by
Peter W. Kozumplik. Don’t forget Claire Lee Chennault (158-159). Japanese coverage is
also deeper than usual, with fine short bios by Mark Peattie of people like Matsui Iwane
(493).

Ellis, John, World War II. A Statistical Survey. The Essential Facts and Figures for all the
Combatants. New York: Facts on File, 1993. Not Quite “all the combatants” and certainly
not all the war are included. This is no Chinese orders of battle and no maps or statistical
analysis of the Chinese theatre of operations. Japan fares a little battle. Japanese o.b.’s are
included, but the China theatre is omitted. For the Western Allies, Burma is short-changed
except for a single chart (188) as of April 1945. Japan fares

Margiotta, Franklin D., Brassey’s Encyclopedia of Military History and Biography. Washington
and London: Brassey;s, 1994. Among those key individuals mentioned included are: Chu-
Teh (165-169). Mao Tse-tung (639–644), Chiang Kai-shek (162-165), and Wei Li-Huang
(1086-1088).  Japan’s War with China (1937-45) is treated within those biographies and in
a single paragraph within the article on Modern Military History (508) and two sections in
an article on Modernization and Expansion of Japan (548) and a mention in the World War
II article (1102).

The Kodansha Encyclopedia of Japan. Tokyo: Kodansha, 1983. 9 vols. See entry “Sino-Japanese
War of 1937–1945” vol. 7: 199-202. It uses “Nitchû sensô” as the name of the war. It also
has a wide range of articles on many aspects, people, and events in the conflict, but no
entry on the 1937 Nanking Massacre. The “Nanjing Incident” included in vol. 5 is the one
that incurred in 1927 and involved foreigners at Nanking.



The China War: An English Reading List 3 T. F. Cook

Atlases
Griess, Thomas E., ed., Atlas for the Second World War. Asia and the Pacific. In The West Point

Military History Series. New York: Avery, 1985. See James Bradley, The Second World
War. Asia and the Pacific history below. Good base maps.

Keegan, John, The Times Atlas of the Second World War. New York: Harper & Row, 1989. Best
atlas on the war yet produced. Excellent maps at interesting perspectives with some good
China maps (32-33, 34-35, 192-193, 196-197,  198-199, 200-201).

Pimlott, John, The Historical Atlas of World War II. New York: Henry Holt, 1993. Useful.
Smurthwaite, David, The Pacific War Atlas 1941-1945. New York: Facts on File, 1995. Not

much on China.

Biographical Dictionaries
Boatner, Mark M., III, The Biographical Dictionary of World War II. Novato, Calif.: Presidio,

1996. Outstanding source for short biographical sketches, especially Japanese leaders.
Boorman, Howard L., ed., Biographical Dictionary of Republican China. 4 vols. New York:

Columbia, 1967–1971. Nothing better on the Nationalist leadership
Keegan, John, ed., Who’s Who in World War II. New York: Oxford, 1995. New edition of an

old standby.

RECENT SECOND WORLD WAR HISTORIES
Calvorcoressi, Peter, Guy Wint, and John Pritchard, Total War. Causes and Course of the Second

World War. 2nd rev. ed. Massive history of the war, much improved by John Pritchard's
new contributions. Published in paper divided between operational theatres, with Volume 2
of the paperback edition entitled The Greater East Asia and Pacific Conflict. New York:
Pantheon, 1989. Excellent study, with perhaps the best narrative of China operations
available in any general history.

Deighton, Len, Blood, Tears and Folly. An Objective Look at World War II.  New York: Harper
Collins, 1993. Great adventure writer analyzes the struggle. Part 6 is on Japan. Not quite
as objective as it claims; relies on the more sensationalist popular historians like Bergamini
for “insight” on Japanese thinking.

Ellis, John, Brute Force. Allied Strategy and Tactics in the Second World War. New York:
Viking, 1990. An effective approach, if lacking in subtlety.

Gilbert, Martin, The Second World War. New York: Holt, 1989. Heavily European view of the
War by outstanding private historian.

Keegan, John, The Second World War. New York: Viking, 1989. Survey by one of the world's
best known military historians who seems to prefer the narrative to the detail here. Very
general treatment using mainly aging references.

Overy, Richard, Why the Allies Won. New York: W. W. Norton, 1995. The why’s of Allied
victory over the Axis—with little reference to Japan.

Parker, R.A.C., Struggle for Survival. The History of the Second World War. Oxford and New
York:  Oxford, 1989.

Weinberg, Gerhard, A World at Arms. Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press,
1994.. The outstanding single-volume (a very big one) history of the war from a Global
perspective. Self-admittedly weak on Japan and the China Theater.

Willmott, H. P., The Great Crusade. New York: Free Press, 1990. Historian of the Pacific theater
tries his hand at the whole ball of wax.  Reversing the trend of historians of the War in
Europe throwing in a few chapters on the Pacific, Willmott, noted for excellent surveys of
Japanese and Allied Strategies of the opening rounds of the Pacific War (see below), goes
the other way.

SURVEY HISTORIES OF ASIAN AND PACIFIC WAR
Bateson, Charles, The War with Japan. A Concise History. London: Barrie & Rockliff, 1968.

Quite British
Bradley, James et al, The Second World War. Asia and the Pacific. In The West Point Military

History Series.  New York: Avery, 1984. See Atlas by Ziegler above.
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Calvorcoressi, Peter, Guy Wint, and John Pritchard, The Greater East Asia and Pacific Conflict.
Vol. 2 of Total War. Causes and Course of the Second World War. New York: Pantheon,
1989. 2nd rev. ed. (Mentioned above).

Collier, Basil,  The War in the Far East 1941-1945. A Military History. New York London:
William Morrow, 1969. British history of the Pacific War.

Costello, John, The Pacific War. New York: Rawson & Wade, 1981. Solid military history of the
war which used the new records made available in the 1970s. Not very much on China.

Dull, Paul S., A Battle History of The Imperial Japanese Navy (1941-1945). Annapolis, Md.:
Naval Institute, 1978.

Dunnigan, James F. and Albert A. Nofi, Victory at Sea. World War II in the Pacific. New York:
Morrow, 1995. Fine survey by great team of popular historians—experts in data
presentation.

Ienaga, Saburô, The Pacific War 1931-1945. [Orig. published in Japanese Tokyo, 1968] New
York: Pantheon, 1978. Progressive Japanese view of the war, extremely critical of Japan’s
aggression in China and the brutality of Japanese military training and behavior.

Renzi, William A. and Mark D. Roehrs, Never Look Back. A History of World War II in the
Pacific. New compact military history of the war. Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 1991.

Spector, Ronald, The Eagle and the Sun. The American War with Japan. New York: Macmillan,
1985. Solid narrative history of  the Pacific conflict, from the US perspective. Long intro
on the China conflict and tensions in the Far East.

Thorne, Christopher,  Allies of a Kind: The United States and the War Against Japan 1941-1945.
New York: Oxford University Press, 1985. A look at the Anglo-American perspective on the
Pacific/Southeast Asian conflict.

Toland, John, The Rising Sun.  New York: Random House, 1970. The first full-scale survey
including the Japanese perspective, by a great writer.

CLASSIC OFFICIAL WAR HISTORIES
Australia in the War of 1939-1945. Series I (Army):  Lionel Wigmore, Vol. IV. The Japanese

Thrust. ; Dudley McCarthy, V. South-West Pacific Area—First Year; David Dexter, VI. The
New Guinea Offensives; Gavin Long, VII. The Final Campaigns.

History of the Second World War. United Kingdom Military Series. Campaigns. S. Woodburn
Kirby, ed., The War Against Japan (5 vols). HMSO.

Reports of General MacArthur. The Campaigns of MacArthur in the Pacific, 2 Vols., each of 2
parts. 1966: US Government Printing Office. Vol. I on US operations in the SW Pacific,
Vol. 2 on Japanese Operations in the SW Pacific.

Craven, Wesley Frank, and James Lea Cate, eds. The Army Air Forces in World War II. 7 vols.
Chicago: University of Chicago, 1948–1958. See especially Vol. IV, The Pacific:
Guadalcanal to Saipan. Chicago, 1950 and Vol. V, The Pacific: Matterhorn to Nagasaki June
1944 to August 1945. Chicago, 1953.

Detwiler, Donald S., and Charles Burdick, eds. War in Asia and the Pacific. 15 vols. New York
and London: Garland, 1980. Selection of the best materials from the Japanese Monograph
series available on microfilm from the Library of Congress. The last four volumes are on
the Sino–Japanese War. See Guide to the Japanese Monographs.

Dod, Karl C., The Corps of Engineers: The War Against Japan. Washington, DC: Center for
Military History, 1966, 1982.

Morison, Samuel Eliot. A History of United States Naval Operations in World War II. 15 vols.
Boston: Little, Brown, 1947–1962. See especially, Vol. 3: The Rising Sun in the Pacific;
Vol. 4:  The Coral Sea, Midway and Submarine Actions; Vol. 5: The Struggle for
Guadalcanal; Vol. 5: Leyte; and Vol. 14: Victory in the Pacific 1945. There are other volumes
on the Pacific War.

U.S. Department of the Army. Japanese Monographs and Japanese Studies on Manchuria.
Washington, D.C.: Office of the Chief of Military History, 1945–1960.

U.S. Department of the Army. Guide to Japanese Monographs and Japanese Studies on
Manchuria. Washington, D.C.: Office of the Chief of Military History, 1962, 1980.
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War with Japan. Ministry of Defence (Navy). Naval History Branch. (6 vols. in 5.) London:
HMSO, 1995. Interesting new compilation for Royal Navy.

The U.S. Army in World War Two. The War in the Pacific. 10 vols. The entire history comprises
78 vols. Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1949–1993.

U.S. Strategic Bombing Survey (USBSS). Report 72: Interrogation of Japanese Officials. 2 vols.
Washington, D.C.: Military Analysis Division, USSBS, 1946.

Werrell, Kenneth P., Blankets of Fire. U.S. Bombers over Japan during World War II. 1992:
Smithsonian. Treatment for History of Aviation Series.

Kerr, E. Bartlett, Flames Over Tokyo. The U.S. Army Air Forces' Incendiary Campaign Against
Japan 1944-1945. New York: Donald Fine, 1991. Detailed treatment of the planning and
weaponry.

II. THE MILITARY DIMENSIONS OF THE WAR IN CHINA

THE SINO-JAPANESE CONFLICT OF 1931-1945
The Course of the Fighting: Mapping Out the War
Ch’i, Hsi-sheng, “The Military Dimension, 1942–1945.” In James C. Hsiung and Steven I.

Levine, eds., China’s Bitter Victory, Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 1992. 157–184. Fine, but
short, survey of China’s military conduct of the war. Surprisingly, this is the only treatment
of the fighting in the entire volume.

Dorn, Frank, The Sino-Japanese-War, 1937-1941: From The Marco Polo Bridge to Pearl Harbor.
1974: Macmillan.

Dreyer, Edward L., China at War 1901–1949. New York: Longmans, 1995. Solid survey of
China’s modern wars prior to Korea.

Eastman, Lloyd, Seeds of Destruction: Nationalist China in War and Revolution, 1937-1945.
1984: Stanford University Press.

Hata, Ikuhiko. “The Marco Polo Bridge Incident, 1937.” In James William Morley, ed., The
China  Quagmire: Japan’s Expansion on the Asian Continent 1933–1941. New York:
Columbia University Press, 1983. 243-288. Hata has since developed this thesis into a full-
length study in Japanese that may be considered definitive, if not particularly congenial to
proponents of the Japanese conspiracy thesis. The introduction by David Lu (233-242) is
excellent introduction of Hata and his work to the English-language reader.

Hsiung, James C., and Steven I. Levine, eds., China’s Bitter Victory. The War with Japan,
1937–1945.  Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 1992. China war gets scholarly treatment. Key
collection.

Hsu, Long-hsien, and Ming-kai Chang, comp. History of the Sino-Japanese War (1937–1945).
Taipei: Chung Wu, 1971. This is the most extensive of a trilogy of publications in 1971
from Chung Wu. Good maps and interesting charts abound.

Hu, Pu-yu. A Brief History of Sino–Japanese War (1937–1945). Taipei: Chung Wu, 1971.  A
third piece in this group, this history follows the same line of argument in greater detail.

Hu, Pu-yu. A Brief History of the Chinese National Revolutionary Forces. Taipei: Chung Wu,
1971.  Offers a long session on the “Sino-Japanese War” (113-212) and two chapter
describing the battle with the Communists after victory in 1945 (213-278).

Lindsay, Michael, The Unknown War: North China, 1937-1945. 1975: Bergstrom & Boyle.
Liu, F. F., A Military History of Modern China, 1924–1949. Princeton: Princeton University

Press, 1956. Very important treatment of the war, although his “what ifs” are more fanciful
than challenging.

Lu, David J., From the Marco Polo Bridge to Pearl Harbor. Japan's Entry into World War II.
Public Affairs Press, 1961. One of the few surveys of the road to war that really looks at
the place of the China war in the story.

Miwa, Kimitada. “The Chinese Communist’s Role in the Spread of the Marco Polo Bridge
Incident into a Full-Scale War,” Monumenta Nipponica 18.1-4 (1963), 313–328.

Sih, Paul K. T., ed., Nationalist China During the Sino-Japanese War, 1937-1945. 1977:
Exposition Press. A few glimpses of the China-Japan War. Important collection.
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Stanley, Roy M., II, Prelude to Pearl Harbor. War in China, 1937-41. Japan's Rehearsal for
World War II.  New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1982. This is a most unusual
treatment by an expert interpreter of photo reconnaissance possessing, dare I say it, an eye
for detail. He looks where others do not often think to look.

Williamsen, Marvin, “The Military Dimension, 1937–1941.” In James C. Hsiung and Steven I.
Levine, eds., China’s Bitter Victory, Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 1992. 135–156. Nice
survey of the war before 1941.

Wilson, Dick, When Tigers Fight. The Story of the Sino-Japanese War, 1937-1945.New York:
Viking, 1982.

Japan’s Continental Course
Coble, Parks M., Facing Japan: Chinese Politics and Japanese Imperialism, 1931–1945.

Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1991.
Coox, Alvin D. “The Pacific War.” In Peter Duus, ed. The Cambridge History of Japan. Vol. 6:

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988.315–384.
Hata, Ikuhiko, “Continental Expansion, 1905–1941.” In Peter Duus, ed. The Cambridge History

of Japan. Vol. 6 Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988. 271–314.
Iriye, Akira. “Japanese Aggression and China’s International Position 1931–1949.” In John K.

Fairbank and Albert Feuerwerker, eds., The Cambridge History of China.  vol 13, part 2,
492-546. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986.

Li, Lincoln, The Japanese Army in North China, July 1937-December 1941: Problems of Political
and Economic Control. 1975: Oxford Univ. Press.

Morley, James William, ed., The China  Quagmire: Japan’s Expansion on the Asian Continent
1933–1941. New York: Columbia University Press, 1983.

Shimada, Tokuhiko, “Designs on North China, 1933–1937.” In James William Morley, ed., The
China  Quagmire: Japan’s Expansion on the Asian Continent 1933–1941. New York:
Columbia University Press, 1983. 11-232. Intro by James B. Crowley,  3-11.

Shimada, Toshihiko, “Designs on North China.” In James William Morley, ed., The China
Quagmire. Japan’s Expansion on the Asian Continent, 1933–1941. New York: Columbia
University Press, 1983. 11-230.

Taylor, George, Japanese Sponsored Regime in North China. Institute of Pacific Relations, 1939.
Blows the cover off the “puppet” regime.

Witnesses to War: The Essential Memoirs and Observers
Auden, W.H. and Christopher Isherwood. Journey to a War. New York: Random House, 1939.
Belden, Jack. China Shakes the World. New York: Knopf, 1943
Carr, Harry, Riding the Tiger. An American Newspaper Man in the Orient. Boston: Houghton

Mifflin, 1934.
Chamberlain, William H., Japan Over Asia. Revised edition, Boston: Little, Brown, 1937.
Goette, John. Japan Fights for Asia. New York: Harcourt, Brace, and Co., 1943. That’s their

target and we must stop them is the message.
Smedley, Agnes, Battle Hymn of China. New York: Random House, 1943. The People’s War

seen from Red China. Outstanding.
Snow, Edgar. Red Star over China. New York: Random House, 1938. The Classic observation of

Mao in Yenan, published at just the right time to catch the world’s attention.
Snow, Edgar. The Battle for Asia. New York: Random House, 1941. Powerful journalistic survey

of the conflict as seen from the front.
Utley, Freda, China at War. New York: John Day, 1939. Sharp-eyed journalist on the spot

observing what she calls Japan’s plan for a “New Disorder” in Asia.
White, Theodore, and Annalee Jacoby. Thunder Out of China. New York: William Sloane, 1946.

The classic call to arms for the American public to recognize the strenght of Mao’s
Communists and the weakness of Chiang’s KMT.

White, Theodore, ed. The Stilwell Papers. New York: William Sloane, 1948.
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The Japanese Army
Boyd, Carl. “Japanese Military Effectiveness: The Interwar Period.” In Allan R. Millett and

Williamson Murray, eds., Military Effectiveness. Vol. 3: The Interwar Periods. Boston:
Unwin Hyman, 1988. 131-168.

Coox, Alvin D. “Effectiveness of the Japanese Military Establishment in the Second World War.”
In Allan R. Millett and Williamson Murray, eds., Military Effectiveness. Vol. 3: The Second
World War. Boston: Unwin Hyman, 1988. 1-44.

Drea, Edward J., In the Service of the Emperor. Essays on the Imperial Japanese Army. Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1998. Collection of valuable essays in a very thin field.

Edgerton, Robert B., Warriors of the Rising Sun. A History of the Japanese Military. New York:
Norton, 1997. Not what it purports to be. Suspect treatment based on extreme bias toward a
romanticized Western notion of Bushido as chivalry in 1904-05 which he claims turned  into
a unique barbarity in 1937-1945. As out of touch with reality as he says were the Japanese.

Harries, Meirion and Susie, Soldiers of the Sun. The Rise and Fall of the Imperial Japanese Army.
New York: Random House, 1992. Popular history claims to tell it all. Very good use of
British and French military archives.

Humphries, Leonard A., The Way of the Heavenly Sword. The Japanese Army in the 1920’s.
Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1995. The roots of military factionalism.

Lehman, Hangs G. Von. “Japanese Landing Operations in World War Two.” In Merrill Bartlett,
ed., Assault from the Sea: Essays on the History of Amphibious Warfare. Annapolis: Naval
Institute Press, 1983. 195–201.

Lory, Hillis, Japan’s Military Masters. New York: 1944. A classic.
Maxon, Yale Candee, Control of Japanese Foreign Policy. A Study of Civil-Military Rivalry,

1930-1945. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1957. Classic study of militarist
foreign policy.

Samuels, Richard J., “Rich Country Strong Army”: National Security and the Technological
Transformation of Japan. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1994. Look at the interplay of military
and economy in Japan’s development.

Tsurumi, Kazuko, “Socialization for Death: Moral Education at School and in the Army,” Social
Change & the Individual: Japan Before & After Defeat in World War II. Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1970. 99–137.

Tsurumi, Kazuko, “The Army: The Emperor System in Microcosm,” Social Change & the
Individual: Japan Before & After Defeat in World War II. Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1970. 80–98.

Non-conventional Sources of Interest to the Military Historian
War of Resistance. China Theater—July 7, 1937–December 7, 1941  Historical simulation game

from Game Research/ Design in Grinnell, Iowa, 1998.
When Tigers Fight. The War in Asia 1944, Command Magazine.  Issue 26 (Jan-Feb 1944), Game

Supplement.
China Incident, published in Wargamer, No. 37 (January 1985).

AMERICA’S CHINA WAR
Barrett, David D., Dixie Mission. The United States Army Observer Group in Yenan, 1944.

Berkeley: University of California, 1970.
Burns, Richard Dean & Edward M. Bennett, eds., Diplomats in Crisis: United

States–Chinese–Japanese Relations, 1919–1941. ABC Clio, 1974.
Byrd, Martha, Chennault: Giving Wings to the Tiger. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama, 1987.
Carlson, Evans Fordyce. Twin Stars of China. New York: Dodd, Mead, 1941.
Chennault, Claire L., Way of a Fighter: The Memoirs of Claire Lee Chennault. Edited by Robert

Hotz. New York: Putnam, 1942.
Dorn, Frank, Walkout with Stillwell in Burma. New York: Pyramid, 1971. Important supplement

to Dorn’s history of operations before Pearl Harbor.
Esherick, Joseph W., Lost Chance in China: The World War II Dispatches of John W. Service.

New York: Random House, 1974.
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Feis, Herbert. The China Tangle, The American Effort in China from Pearl Harbor to the Marshall
Mission. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1953. Fine early of America’s wartime
efforts.

Ford, Daniel. Flying Tigers. Claire Chennault and the American Volunteer Group. Washington,
DC: Smithsonian Institute, 1991.

McKinnon, Stephen R., and Oris Friesen, eds. China Reporting: An Oral History of American
Journalism in the 1930’s and 1940’s. Berkeley: University of California, 1987. Priceless
collection of memories and tales from the hinterland.

Romanus, Charles F., and Riley Sunderland. Stilwell’s Command Problems. Washington, D.C.
Government Printing Office, 1955.

__________. Stilwell’s Mission to China. Washington, D.C. Government Printing Office, 1953.
__________. Time Runs Out in CBI. Washington, D.C. Government Printing Office, 1959.
Samson, Jack. Chennault. New York: Doubleday, 1987.
Schaller, Michael. The U.S. Crusade in China, 1938–1945. New York: Columbia University

Press, 1979. Brilliant survey of the American fascination with saving China.
Service, John S. The Amerasia Papers: Some Problems in the History of U.S.–China Relations.

Berkeley: University of California, 1971.
Amerasia Papers: A Clue to the Catastrophe of China. 2 vols. Subcommittee to Investigate the

Adminstration of the Internal Security Act and Other Internal Security Laws of the Committee
on the Judiciary of the United States Senate. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office,
1970.

Tuchman, Barbara. Stilwell and the American Experience in China. New York: Macmillan, 1970.
Young, Arthur N.,  China and the Helping Hand, 1937–1945. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard

University, 1963.

Burma Theater of War
Allen, Louis, Burma. The Longest War 1941–1945. London: J.M. Dent, 1991. The GREAT

history of the Burma War.
Grant, Ian Lyall and Kazuo Tamayama, Burma 1942. The Japanese Invasion. London: Zampi

Press, 1999. Extraordinary history of the battle from both sides
Slim, Field Marshal Viscount, Defeat into Victory. London: David Mackay, 1961. The General's

great memoir.
Swinson, Arthur, Kohima. 1966: Cassell. Horrific battle culminating Japan's invasion of India.

THE HORRORS OF WAR:  ATROCITIES, MASS MURDER, GENOCIDE
Nanking and the Nanjing Massacre
Brook, Timothy, Documents on the Rape of Nanking. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press,

1999. Valuable documents of interest gathered here.
Chang, Iris, The Rape of Nanking. The Forgotten Holocaust of World War II. New York: Basic

Books, 1997. Journalist seeks what she calls as a “lost story.” Use carefully.
Hata, Ikuhiko, “Nanking Atrocities: Fact and Fable,” Japan Interpreter 47–57.
Honda Katsuichi [Frank Gibney, ed. & Karen Sandness, trans.], The Nanjing Massacre. A

Japanese Journalist Confronts Japan’s National Shame. Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 1999.
A summary of years of research, belying Iris Chang’s claims to originality.

Rabe. John, [Erwin Wickert, ed., John E. Woods, trans.], The Good Man of Nanking. The
Diaries of John Rabe. 1998: Alfred A. Knopf.

Rummel, R. J., China’s Bloody Century. Genocide and Mass Murder since 1900. New
Brunswick, N.J. and London: Transaction Publishers, 1991.  Hideous toll of death toted
up with an eye toward the culture of mass death in public purposes in China.

Timperley, H. J.,  Japanese Terror in China. New York: Modern Age, 1938. An eye-witness
account of the Nanjing massacre.

Yang, Daqing. “Convergence or Divergence? Recent Historical Writings on the Rape of Nanjing,”
American Historical Review 104:3 (June 1999). 842–
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Yin, James and Shi Young, The Rape of Nanking. An Undeniable History in Photographs.
Chicago: Innovative Press (Chicago), 1997. Horrific. Indictment of Japanese behavior
linked to photographic evidence.

Unit 731
Tanaka, Yuki, Hidden Horrors. Japanese War Crimes in World War II. Westview, 1996.

Comprehensive new history of the most well-known atrocities. Hideous detail.
Gold, Hal, Unit 731 Testimony. Tokyo: Yen Books, 1996.
Harris, Sheldon H., Factories of Death: Japanese Biological Warfare, 1932–1945 and the

American Cover Up. London: Routledge, 1994. Definitive treatment.
Powell, John W., "Japan's Biological Weapons: 1930-1945—A Hidden Chapter in History," The

Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, October, 1981, 43-53.
Tsuneishi, Kiichi, “The Research Guarded by Military Secrecy: The Isolation of E. H. F. Virus in

Japanese Biological Warfare Unit.” Historia Scientarium (Japan), 30 (1986): 79-92.
Williams, Peter and Wallace, David, Unit 731. Japan's Secret Biological Warfare in World War II.

New York: Free Press, 1991. Horrible story of medical experiments in Manchuria.

A Hint at P.O.W. experiences
Daws, Gavin, Prisoners of the Japanese. New York: Morrow, 1995. Outstanding and horrifying.
Lomax, Eric, The Railway Man. London: Jonathan Cape, 1995. Best-selling memoir of a Scottish

POW on Burma-Thai railway.
Kinvig, Clifford, River Kwai Railway; The Story of the Burma-Siam Railroad. Brassey's, 1992.
La Forte, Robert S. and Ronald E. Marcello, eds., Building the Death Railway. The Ordeal of

American POWs in Burma, 1942-1945. Scholarly Resources, 1993.
McCormick, Gavan and Hank Nelson, The Burma–Thailand Railway. London: Allen & Unwin,

1993. A study of the Australian experience, with oral testaments by Korean guards as well.

The “Comfort Women”
Hicks, George, The Comfort Women; Japan's Brutal Regime of Enforced Prostitution in the

Second World War. New York: Norton, 1995. Widely distributed new history, but relies
heavily on some questionable sources.

Keller, Nora Okja, Comfort Woman. A Novel. New York: Viking, 1997. Korean-born author’s
novel captures agony of an individual “comfort woman.

Affixing Responsibility:  Tokyo and Other Trials
Minear, Richard.  Victors' Justice. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1976. Important study

of politics of trials.
Brackman, Arnold C, The Other Nuremberg. The Untold Story of the Tokyo War Crimes Trials.

New York: William Morrow, 1987.
Shiroyama, Saburô, War Criminal; The Life and Death of Hirota Koki. (John Bester, trans.) 1974:

Kodansha. A civilian Prime Minister in the dock.
Röling, B. V. A. (and Antonio Cassese), The Tokyo Trial and Beyond. 1993: Polity Press.

Extended interview with one of the 11 international judges at Tokyo.
Tsurumi, Kazuko, “The War Tribunal: The Voice of the Dead,” Social Change & the Individual:

Japan Before & After Defeat in World War II. Princeton: Princeton University Press,
1970. 138–179.

Kimura, Hisao, "A Protest Against My Charge.” In Michiko Aoki & Margaret Dardess, ed., As
the Japanese See It: Past and Present,  297-303. 1981: Univ. of Hawaii Press.
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III. THE CHINA WAR:  SOCIETIES AT WAR

CHINA AT WAR
Chinese Society at War
Hung, Chang-tai, War and Popular Culture: Resistance in Modern China, 1937–1945. Berkeley:

University of California, 1994. Perhaps the most valuable book on China at war available in
English, for its depth and its breadth of coverage of the social and cultural sphere.

Fu, Poshek, Passivity, Resistance, and Collaboration: Intellectual Choices in Occupied Shanghai,
1937–1945.  Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1991.

Hauser, Ernest O. Shanghai. City for Sale. New York: Harcourt, Brace, 1940.
Henriot, Christian, Shanghai, 1927–1937: Municipal Power, Locality, and Modernization.

Berkeley: University of California.
Wakeman, Frederic, Jr., Policing Shanghai 1927–1937. Berkeley: University of California Press,

1995:.  Part one of key study of China’s largest city in time of war.
Wakeman, Frederic, Jr., The Shanghai Badlands. Wartime Terrorism and Urban Crime,

1937–1941. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1996.
Wang, Chi-Chen, ed. Stories of China at War. New York: Columbia University Press, 1947. A

collection of sixteen literary works spawned by the experience of war.

Collaboration, Puppets, and Patriots
Boyle, John H., China and Japan at  War, 1937-1945: The Politics of Collaboration. Stanford:

Stanford University Press, 1972. Key study of the Wang régime.
Bunker, Gerald E., The Peace Conspiracy:  Wang Ching-wei and the China War, 1937-1941.

Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1972.
Usui, Katsumi, “The Politics of War, 1937–1941.” In James William Morley, ed., The China

Quagmire: Japan’s Expansion on the Asian Continent 1933–1941. New York: Columbia
University Press, 1983. 309–436. Introduction by David Lu (289-308). An early look
(1961) at Japanese and Chinese peace-feelers and the Wang Ching-wei regime.

Eastman, Lloyd E., “Facets of an Ambivalent Relationship: Smuggling, Puppets, and Atrocities
During the War, 1937–1945.” In Akira Iriye, ed., The Chinese and the Japanese. Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1980,  275–303.

Marsh, Susan H., “Chou Fo-hai: The Making of a Collaborator.” In Akira Iriye, ed., The Chinese
and the Japanese. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1980, 304–327.

Miwa, Kimitada. “The Wang Ching-wei Regime and Japanese Efforts to Terminate the China
Conflict. In Joseph Roggendorf, ed., Studies in Japanese Culture: Tradition and
Experiment. Tokyo: Monumenta Nipponica Monographs, 1963. 123-142.

Warlord China: Background to China’s Internal Turmoil and the KMT Revolution
Chi, Hsi-Sheng, Warlord Politics in China, 1916–1928. Stanford: Stanford University Press,

1976. Very useful survey of this formative era.
Gillin, Donald G. Warlord: Yen Hsi-shan in Shansi Province, 1911–1949. Princeton: Princeton

University Press, 1967.
Lary, Diana. Warlord Soldiers: Chinese Common Soldiers, 1911–1937. Cambridge: Cambridge

University Press, 1985.
McCord, Edward A., The Power of the Gun: The Emergence of Modern Chinese Warlordism.

Berkeley: University of California Press
McCormack, Gavan. Chang Tso-lin in Northeast China, 1911-1928. China, Japan, and the

Manchurian Idea. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1977.
Sheridan, James E. Chinese Warlord: The Career of Feng Yu-hsiang. Stanford: Stanford

University Press, 1966.
Wou, Odoric Y. K. Militarism in Modern China: The Career of Wu P’ei-fu,  1916–1939.

Canberra: Australian National University Press, 1978.

The Nationalist Revolution: The KMT’s Rise to Power
Bertram, James. First Act in China. The Story of the Sian Mutiny. New York: Viking, 1938.
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Chen, Jerome, The Military–Gentry Coalition. Toronto: Toronto University Press, 1979.
Jordan, Donald A. The Northern Expedition: China’s Revolution of 1926–1928. Honolulu:

University Press of Hawaii, 1976.
Kapp, Robert. Szechwan and the Chinese Republic. Provincial Militarism and Central Power

1911–1938. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1973.
Lary, Diana. Region and Nation. The Kwangsi Clique in Chinese Politics, 1925–1937.

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1974.
Wei, William. Counter Revolution: The Nationalists in Jiangxi During the Soviet Period. Ann

Arbor: University of Michigan, 1985.
Wilbur, C. Martin, “Military Separatism and the Process of Reunification under the Nationalist

Regime, 1922–1937.” In Ping-ti Ho and Tang Tso, eds., China in Crisis Vol. 1 Chicago:
University of Chicago, 1968. 203-263.

Wilbur, C. Martin, “The Nationalist Revolution: From Canton to Nanking, 1923–28” in John K.
Fairbank, ed., Republican China, 1912–1949. Vol. 12, Part 1:  527–720. The Cambridghe
History of China. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986.

Wilbur, C. Martin. The Nationalist Revolution in China 1923–1928. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1983.

Williamsen, Thomas Marvin. “Political Training and Work at the Whampoa Military Academy
Prior to the Northern Expedition.” Ph.D. diss., Duke University, 1975.

Wu, Tien-wei, “New Materials on on the Xi’an (Sian) Incident: A Bibliographic Review.” Modern
China 10 (1984): 115-141.

Wu, Tien-wei. The Sian Incident: A Pivotal Point in Modern Chines History. Ann Arbor:
University of Michigan, 1976.

The KMT’s War
Ch’i, Hsi-sheng, Nationalist China at War: Military Defeats and Political Collapse, 1937–1945.

Ann Arbor: University of Michigan, 1982. The less than up-beat story of KMT disaster. The
broadest history of the war with the party at the core of its story. An absolute Must read.

Bedeski, Robert E. “China’s Wartime State.” In James C. Hsiung and Steven I. Levine, eds.,
China’s Bitter Victory, Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 1992. 33-49. Raises questions about the
widely-held notion that wartime Republican China was a personal dictatorship led by Chiang,

Garver, John W. “China’s Wartime Diplomacy.” In James C. Hsiung and Steven I. Levine, eds.,
China’s Bitter Victory, Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 1992. 3–32. Chiang Kai-shek’s
diplomatic efforts on behalf of China during the war.

The Chinese Communist Party’s War
Benton, Gregor, Mountain Fires: The Red Army’s Three-Year Warin South China, 1934–1938.

Berkeley: University of California Press.
Boorman, Scott A., The Protracted Game. A      wei-ch’i    Interpretation of Maoist Revolutionary

Strategy. London: Oxford University Press, 1969. Fascinating effort to see the game of go
as the key to understanding the strategy of irregular war in China’s wars, at both the military
and political levels.

Griffith, Samuel B. The Chinese People’s Liberation Army. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1967.
Johnson, Chalmers A., Peasant Nationalism and Communist Power:  The Emergence of

Revolutionary China, 1937-1945.  1962:  Stanford University.  Emphasis on Japan's role
using Japanese sources and consequently very controversial when it appeared.

Kataoka, Tetsuya. Resistance and Revolution in China: The Communists and the Second United
Front. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1974.

Mao, Tse Tung. Selected Military Writings of Mao Tse Tung. Beijing: Foreign Language, 1967.
Peck, Graham. Two Kinds of Time: A Personal Story of China’s Crash into Revolution. Boston:

Houghton Mifflin, 1950.
Van Slyke, Lyman P. Enemies and Friends: The United Front in Chinese Communist History.

Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1967.
Whitson, William H., with Hung Chien-hsia. The Chinese High Command: A History of

Communist Military Politics, 1927–1971. New York: Macmillan, 1973.
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JAPAN AT WAR
The Japanese People at War
Cook, Haruko Taya and Theodore F. Cook, Japan at War. An Oral History. 1992: New Press.

War from the many individual perspectives of a people at war.
Dower, John W., War without Mercy:  Race and Power in the Pacific War. 1986: Pantheon

Books. The under- (and over-) currents.
Havens, Thomas R. H., Valley of Darkness: The Japanese People and World War Two.  1976:

W. W. Norton. Perceptive study of the social dimensions of the war with first treatment of
Japanese women's wartime experience in English.

Hoyt, Edwin P., Japan's War: The Great Pacific Conflict, 1853–1945. New York: McGraw Hill,
1986. Survey by war history's Isaac Azimov; here he adopts a position very close to
Japanese sources.

Iriye, Akira, Power and Culture. The Japanese-American War 1941-1945. 1981: Harvard. Major
study of US-Japan relations from war to peace from two perspectives.

Contending Images of the “Other”
Cameron, Craig M., American Samurai; Myth, Imagination, and the Conduct of Battle in the First

Marine Division, 1941-1951. 1994: Cambridge University Press. How Marines became
more like their enemies as they learned from them…

Dower, John W., "Race, Language, and War in Two Cultures," pp. 257-286 in Japan in War &
Peace. 1993: New Press.

Fussell, Paul, Wartime. Understanding and Behavior in the Second World War. 1989: Oxford
University Press. Important work by intellectual historian.

Terkel, Studs, The "Good War". An oral history of the American wartime experience. Excellent
foil for Cook and Cook, Japan at War: An Oral History.

Thorne, Christopher,  The Issue of War: States, Societies, and the Far Eastern Conflict of 1941-
1945. 1985: Oxford University Press. Outstanding scholar of British prewar diplomacy
looks at Allied societies in the war. Compare to Dower.

Japanese Ideology and Mass Thought Formation
Benedict, Ruth, The Chrysanthemum and the Sword. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1946. The

anthropologist's views of Japanese psychology were used to assess and develop Allied
wartime strategic ideas.

Dower, John W., "Sensational Rumors, Seditious Graffiti, and the Nightmares of the Thought
Police.” In Japan in War & Peace. New York: New Press, 1993, pp. 101-154

Hall, Robert King Hall, ed., [John Owen Gauntlett, trans.]      Kokutai        no          Hongi   : Cardinal Principles
of the National Entity of Japan. Mass.: Harvard, 1949. [1974: Crofton.] Official statement
of imperial orthodoxy, issued 1937.

Hardacre, Helen, Shintô and the State 1868–1988. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1989.
Holtom, D. C., Modern Japan and Shinto Nationalism. 1943 & 1947 rev. edition. University of

Chicago treatment of “Japan's national religion.”
Holtom, Daniel Clarence, The National Faith of Japan. Kegan Paul Japan Library, Vol. I. London

& New York: Kegan Paul International, 1995. Orig. 1938.
Iritani Toshio, Group Psychology of the Japanese in Wartime. 1990: Kegan Paul International.

Intriguing if flawed exploration of key subject.
Johnston, Bruce F., Japanese Food Management in World War II.  [1953] Stanford University. A

classic in an under-utilized genre.
Kasza, Gregory J., The State and the Mass Media in Japan 1918–1945. 1988: California.
Kiyosawa Kiyoshi, [Eugene Soviak, ed. & Eugene Soviak and Kamiyama Tamie, trans.], A Diary

of Darkness. The Wartime Diary of Kiyosawa Kiyoshi. Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1999.Diary covering 1942-1945, with many sharp observations.

Miller, Frank O., Minobe Tatsukichi. Interpreter of Constitutionalism in Japan. Berkeley:
California, 1965. Still valuable treatment of the crisis in 1935 that saw him forced out.
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Shillony, Ben-Ami, Politics and Culture in Wartime Japan. Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1981. A
look at continuities.

Storry, Richard. The Double Patriots. A Study of Japanese Nationalism. Boston: Houghton
Mifflin, 1956. London: Chatto and Windus, 1957. Reprinted by Greeewood in 1973.
Internal politics in Japan viewed by a master British student of ultra-nationalism.

Tsurumi, Kazuko, Social Change & the Individual: Japan Before & After Defeat in World War II.
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1970.

Tsurumi, Shunsuke, An Intellectual History of Wartime Japan, 1931-1945. London: Kegan Paul,
1986.

The Shôwa Emperor at War:  Hirohito (1901–1989, r. 1926-1989)
Behr, Edward, Hirohito; Behind the Myth. 1989: Villard Books. Reworks Bergamini's notes;

well-written volume, far slimmer than original, but with most of the same flaws.
Bergamini, David, Japan's Imperial Conspiracy.  1971: William Morrow and Co. You name it, He

did it. The bible of the Hirohito conspiracy theorists. It asks many of the right questions.
The problem is where he says he finds the answers. Best to avoid using, but read it to see
where others get their “inside knowledge.”

Bix, Herbert P., Hirohito and the Making of Modern Japan. New York: HarperCollins, 2000. The
latest, and most complete biography available.

Hane, Mikiso, trans., Emperor Hirohito and His Chief Aide-De-Camp: The Honjô Diary, 1933-
36.  1982:  University of Tokyo Press.Glimpse of throne-Army relations.

Hoyt, Edwin P., Hirohito; The Emperor and the Man. 1989: Praeger. This consummate
"synthesizer" writes out other people's work beautifully. Uncharacteristically —and in
absolute contradiction to his previous work— decides, "'They' made him do it.”

Irokawa, Daikichi, The Age of Hirohito. In Search of Modern Japan. 1995: Free Press. Leading
historian surveys the imperial family's role since 1926. See esp. "War and Peace," 3-39.

Large, Stephen S., Emperor Hirohito & Shôwa Japan. A political biography. 1992: Routledge.
Balanced survey using good sources.

Large, Stephen S., Emperors of the Rising Sun: Three Biographies. Tokyo: Kodansha, 1997.
Emperors Meiji, Taishô, and Shôwa and the making of the Emperor System.

Nakamura, Masanori, The Japanese Monarchy; Ambassador Joseph Grew and the Making of the
'Symbol Emperor System, ' 1931–1991.  1992: M. E. Sharpe. Japanese Imperial
institution under American interpretation and tutelage.

Osanagi Kanroji,  Hirohito; An Intimate Portrait of the Japanese Emperor. 1975: Gateway. An
imperial attendant for seventy years doesn't bite the hand that fed him.

Titus, David Anson, Palace & Politics in Prewar Japan 1974: Columbia University Press.
Outstanding study of the Palace bureaucracy and leadership in Japan's political matrix, with
special attention to Kidô.

Wetzler, Peter, Hirohito and War. Imperial Tradition and Military Decision Making in Prewar
Japan.. Honolulu: University of Hawaii, 1998. A new German treatment.

Other Japanese Leaders
Brown, Courtney, Tojo: The Last Banzai. Interesting look at Tokyo's leader 1941-1944.
Butow, Robert C., Tojo and the Coming of the War. 1961: Stanford.  The key book on Japan's

war-time leader's role in bringing about the conflict.
Coox, Alvin D., Tojo. Ballantine: 1975. Short bio and photo record of wartime leader. Useful

comparison with others on the "generalissimo."
Hoyt, Edwin P. Warlord; Tojo Against the World. Scarborough House, 1993.  Hoyt brings it

together and makes it look fresh.
Oka, Yoshitake, Konoe Fumimaro. A Political Biography. 1983:  University of Tokyo Press.
Storry, G. R. [Richard], "Konoye Fuminaro, 'The Last of the Fujiwara,'" Far Eastern Affairs,

Number Two. St. Antony's Papers, Number 7. London: Chatto & Windus, 1960. 9-23.
Interesting work on the man.
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MODERN HISTORY AND MEMORY
Bellah, Robert N., "Ienaga Saburô and the Search for Meaning in Modern Japan.” InMarius B.

Jansen, ed., Changing Japanese Attitudes toward Modernization (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1965), 369-424.

Buruma, Ian, The Wages of Guilt. Memories of War in Germany and Japan. New York: Farrar,
Straus, Giroux, 1994. Powerful  study of the issue.

Cary, Otis, ed., War-Wasted Asia. Letters, 1945-46. Tokyo: Kodansha, 1975. A marvelous
compendium of correspondence among young servicemen who become Japan scholars later.

Cook, Haruko Taya and Theodore F. Cook, Japan at War: An Oral History. New York: New
Press, 1992.

Cook, Haruko Taya, “Japan’s War in Living Memory and Beyond.” InRemco Raben, ed.,
Representing the Japanese Occupation of Indonesia. Personal Testimonies and Public
Memories in Indonesia, Japan, and the Netherlands. Zwolle, the Netherlands: Netherlands
Institute for War Documentation, 1999,  38-54.

Crump, Thomas, The Death of an Emperor; Japan at the Crossroads. London: Constable, 1989. A
biography and a memorial.

Dower, John W., "Postscript: Two Reflections on the Death of the Shôwa Emperor," 337-338
and "The Emperor in War and Peace: Views from the West.” In Japan in War& Peace, 339-
348.

Engelhardt, Tom, The End of Victory Culture. New York: Basic Books, 1994. America in the
wake of victories and myths.

Field, Norma, In the Realm of the Dying Emperor. 1989: Pantheon. Prize-winning personal look
at late Shôwa Japan by leading professor of Japanese literature.

Field, Norma, In the Realm of the Dying Emperor. New York: Pantheon, 1989. Prize-winning
personal look at late Shôwa Japan by leading professor of Japanese literature.

Fraser, George MacDonald, Quartered Safe Out Here. A Recollection of the War in Burma.
London: Harvill, 1992. Author of the Flashman novels tells his war story.

Gibney, Frank, ed.,     Sensô    : Japanese Remember the War. New York: St. Martin's, 1995.
Selection of letters to Asahi newspaper 1986-1987 capture vignettes and moments of
memory.

Terkel, Studs, The “Good War”: An Oral History of World War Two. New York: Pantheon,
1984. (republ.  The New Press, 1997). Pulitzer Prize winning oral history of America's
war.

Kido, Kôichi, The Diary of Marquis Kido, 1931-1945: Selected Translations into English. 1984:
University Publications of America.  Hirohito's key aide's "diary."

Ugaki Motome, Admiral, Fading Victory. The Diary of Admiral Matome Ugaki 1941–1945.
[trans. Chihaya Masataka] 1991: Pittsburgh. Critical, and rare, record of Admiral Ugaki's
war. Essential document..

Japanese Views of China and Chinese Civilization
Hashikawa, Bun, "Japanese Perspectives on Asia: From Dissociation to Coprosperity.” In Akira

Iriye, ed., The Chinese and the Japanese. Essays in Political and Cultural Interactions
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1980), 328-356.

Iriye, Akira, ed. The Chinese and the Japanese. Essays in Political and Cultural Interactions.
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1980.

Fogel, Joshua A. The Literature of Travel in the Rediscovery of China 1862–1945. Stanford:
Stanford University Press, 1996. Intriguing sections on “Businessmen and the Military,”
“Novelists, Poets, Critics, and Artists,” and “Wartime Travel in China” are musts for
students seeking to understand Japanese notions of what was going on in China.

Fogel, Joshua A. Nakae Ushikichi in China: The Mourning of Spirit. Cambridge, Mass.: Council
on East Asian Studies, Harvard University, 1989. Includes Nakae’s War Diary from
1939–1942 as an Appendix.

Fogel, Joshua A. Politics and Sinology: The Case of Naitô Konan (1866–1934). Cambridge,
Mass.: Council on East Asian Studies, Harvard University, 1984.
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Fogel, Joshua A. trans. and ed. Naitô Konan and the Development of the Conception of Modernity
Tam, Yue-him, “An Intellectual’s Response to Western Intrusion: Naitô Konan’s View of
Republican China.” In Akira Iriye, ed., The Chinese and the Japanese. Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1980, 161-183.

Ikei, Masaru, “Ugaki Kazushige’s View of China and His China Policy, 1915–1930.” In Akira
Iriye, ed., The Chinese and the Japanese. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1980,
199–219.

Iriye, Akira, “Toward a New Cultural Order: The Hsin-min Hui.” In Akira Iriye, ed., The Chinese
and the Japanese. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1980,  254–274.

Jansen, Marius B. Japan and China: From War to Peace, 1894–1972. Chicago: Rand McNally,
1975. Remarkable effort to treat the inter-twined histories of these two countries in the
modern era is still unique.

The Transformation of Japanese Society
Cook, Haruko Taya, “Turning Women into Weapons. Japan’s Women, the Battle of Saipan, and

the ‘Nature of the Pacific War,’” in Nicole A. Dombrowski, ed., Women and War in the
20th Century: Enlisted With or Without Consent . New York and London: Garland Press,
1999, 240-261.

Tsurumi, Kazuko, Social Change & the Individual: Japan Before & After Defeat in World War II.
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1970. See articles: “Impact of the War on Women,”
248–275. “Postwar Social Change: The Eclipse of the Emperor System,” 183–212.

Japanese International Relations
Ike Nobutake, The Japanese Decision for War. Records of the 1941 Policy Conferences. 1967:

Stanford. The record of the choices.
Berger, Gordon Mark, Parties out of Power in Japan, 1931-1941. 1977: Princeton.
Maxon, Yale Candee, Control of Japanese Foreign Policy. A Study of Civil-Military Rivalry,

1930-1945. 1957: University of California Press. Classic study of militarist foreign policy.
Dower, John W., Empire and Aftermath: Yoshida Shigeru and the Japanese Experience, 1878-

1954.  1979: Council on East Asian Affairs, Harvard University.

Japanese War Literature and Culture at War
Hino, Ashihei, Wheat and Soldiers. Tokyo: 1938. Telling tale from the China front.
Noma, Hiroshi, Zone of Emptiness Bernard Frechtman, trans. New York: World, 1956.
Saitô Sanki, Kobe Hotel. Tokyo: Weatherhill, 1993. War viewed by a poet in a run-down Kobe

inn.
Cook, Haruko Taya, “The Many Lives of     Living         Soldiers   : Ishikawa Tatsuzô and Japan’s War in

China,” for Thomas Rimer and Marlene Mayo, eds.,       War        Reconstruction        and         Creativity    ,
(Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, forthcoming).

Ôe, Kenzaburô, et al, The Catch and Other War Stories. Tokyo: Kodansha, 1995. Four stories by
leading Japanese authors on war, with Ôe's title story about a captured American flyer.

Endô, Shûsaku, The Sea and Poison.  New York: New Directions, 1992. New translation by
Michael Gallagher of 1958 of leading novelist on the "untouchable" subject of POW
vivisection.

Keene, Donald, "Japanese Writers and the Greater East Asian War," Appreciations of Japanese
Culture. pp. 300-321. Tokyo: Kodansha International, 1971. Paperback 1981. Intellectual
complicity explored.

Keene, Donald, "War Literature,” Chapter 23 of his Dawn to the West. Japanese Literature in the
Modern Era. Fiction. New York: Henry Holt, 1984. 1987 paper, pp. 906-961. Fine overall
survey.

Dower, John W., "Japanese Cinema Goes to War," pp. 33-54, "Japanese Artists and the Atomic
Bomb," pp. 242-256, and  "Graphic Others/Graphic Selves: Cartoons in War and Peace,"
pp. 287-300 in Japan in War & Peace. New York: New Press, 1993.
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Abé, Mark Nornes and Fukushima Yukio, eds., The Japan/America Film Wars: WWII
Propaganda and its Cultural Contexts. Harwood, 1994. Outstanding film history and study
of wartime films and their meanings.

Hirano, Kyoko, Mr. Smith Goes to Tokyo. Japanese Cinema Under the American Occupation,
1945-1952. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian, 1992. What happens when "democracy" meets
"culture" in a post-war country in turmoil.

JAPAN:  DEFEAT AND OCCUPATION
Ending a War
Allen, Louis, The End of the War in Asia. London: Hart-Davis, MacGibbon, 1976.  Japan

surrenders; then, what happened?
Allen, Thomas B. and Norman Polmar, Code-Name Downfall. The Secret Plan to Invade

Japan—and Why Truman Dropped the Bomb. NY: Simon Schuster, 1995. New tale.
Butow, Robert J.C., Japan's Decision to Surrender. 1954: Stanford University Press. The classic.

Long relied on, long believed, long out of date.
Cook, Haruko Taya, "The Myth of the Saipan Suicides, "  MHQ: The Quarterly Journal of Military

History  7:3 (Spring 1995), 12-19.
Coox, Alvin, Japan the Final Agony. 1970: Ballantine. Short popular survey.
Craig, William,  The Fall of Japan. 1968: Dell. Popular overview.
Denfeld, D. Colt, Hold the Marianas. The Japanese Defense of the Islands. White Mane, 1997

Publishing. Careful study of Japan’s efforts to keep the U.S. bombers at bay.
Feifer, George, Tennozan. The Battle of Okinawa & the Atomic Bomb. New York: Ticknor &

Fields, 1992. A look at the issues linking "decisive battles" and the Atomic bombs.
Questions remain. See Drea's treatment of intelligence assessments too.

Feis, Herbert, The Atomic Bomb and the End of World War II. Princeton, 1966.
Frank, Richard B., Downfall. The End of the Imperial Japanese Empire.  New York: Random

House, 1999.  Author of Guadalcanal study turns his eye to 1945.
MHQ: The Quarterly Journal of Military History, Vol. 7, No. 3, Spring 1995, special issue The

End of the War with Japan covering many key issues and rarely told stories.
Pacific War Research Society.  Japan's Longest Day. (1970: )Kodansha. The abortive attempt to

stave off the August 15, 1945 surrender.
Sigal, Leon V., Fighting to a Finish; The Politics of War Termination in the United States and

Japan, 1945. 1988: Cornell University Press. A political scientist looks at the problem.
Skates, John Ray, The Invasion of Japan. Alternative to the Bomb. Columbia, S.C.: University of

South Carolina Press, 1994. New look at what-might-have-been from U.S. plans.

The Occupation
Baerwald, Hans H., The Purge of Japanese Leaders under the Occupation. Berkeley: University of

California, 1959.
Bates, Peter, Japan and the British Commonwealth Occupation Force 1946–52. Brassey's, 1993.
Bisson, T. A., Zaibatsu Dissolution in Japan New York:  Columbia University Press, 1954.
Borton, Hugh, American Presurrender Planning for Postwar Japan. New York: Occasional Papers

of the East Asian Institute, Columbia University, 1967.
Cohen, Jerome B., Japan's Economy in War and Reconstruction. Minneapolis: Minnesota, 1949.

Outstanding and still only decent book on wartime economy.
Dore, Ronald, Land Reform in Japan.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1959. As it was

supposed to be.
Dower, John W., Embracing Defeat. Japan in the Wake of World War II.  New York: W.W.

Norton & The New Press, 1999. Long-awaited treatment of the Japanese view; National
Book Award Winner

__________, Empire and Aftermath: Yoshida Shigeru and the Japanese Experience, 1878-1954.
Cambridge, Mass.: Council on East Asian Affairs, Harvard University, 1979. What was the
post-war premier up to when the war was going on?

__________,"The Useful War.” In Japan in War & Peace. New York: New Press, 1993. 9-32.
Hadley, Eleanor, Anti-Trust in Japan. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1970.



The China War: An English Reading List 17 T. F. Cook

Kawai, Kazuo, Japan's American Interlude. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago, 1960.
Koseki, Shôichi, The Birth of Japan’s Postwar Constitution. Westview, 1997.
Montgomery, John D., The Purge in Occupied Japan. A Study in the Use of Civilian Agencies

Under Military Governments. Baltimore: John Hopkins, 1953.
Schaller, Michael, The American Occupation of Japan: The Origins of the Cold War in Asia. New

York: Oxford University Press, 1985.
Ward, Robert E & Frank Schulman, eds., The Occupation of Japan, 1945–1952: An Annotated

Bibliography of Western Language Materials. American Library Association, 1974.
Ward, Robert E & Sakamoto Yoshikazu, eds., Democratizing Japan. The Allied Occupation.

Honolulu: University of Hawaii, 1987.

IV. TOWARD AN INTERNATIONAL HISTORY OF THE CHINA WAR

MANCHURIA AND MANCHUKUO
Bamba, Nobuya, Japanese Diplomacy in a Dilemma. New light on Japan's China Policy 1924-

1929. Victoria: University of British Columbia, 1972.
Brooks, Barbara J., “China Experts in the Gaimushô, 1895–1937.” In Peter Duus, Ramon H.

Myers, and Mark R. Peattie, eds., The Japanese Informal Empire in China, 1895–1937.
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1989. 369-394.

Coox, Alvin D., “Kwantung Army Dimension.” In Peter Duus, Ramon H. Myers, and Mark R.
Peattie, eds., The Japanese Informal Empire in China, 1895–1937. Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1989. 395–428.

Crowley, James, Japan's Quest for Autonomy; National Security and Foreign Policy, 1930-1938.
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1968.

Eto, Shinkichi. “China’s International Relations 1911–1931” in The Cambridge History of China.
Vol. 13, Part 2. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986. 74-115.

Jordan, Donald A., Chinese Boycotts versus Japanese Bombs. The Failure of China’s
“Revolutionary Diplomacy”, 1931-32. Ann Arbor: Univ. of Michigan, 1991.

Kitaoka, Shin’ichi. “China Experts in the Army.” In Peter Duus, Ramon H. Myers, and Mark R.
Peattie, eds., The Japanese Informal Empire in China, 1895–1937. Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1989. 330-368.

Lee, Chong-sik,  Counterinsurgency in Manchuria: The Japanese Experience. 1967: Rand
Corporation Memorandum RM-5012-ARPA.

Lee, Chong-sik, Revolutionary Struggle in Manchuria: Chinese Communism and Soviet Interest,
1922–1945. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1983.

Morley, James William, ed., Japan Erupts: The London Naval Conference and the Manchurian
Incident, 1928-1932.  New York: Columbia University Press, 1984.

Myers, Ramon H., "Creating an Enclave Economy: The Economic Integration of Japan,
Manchuria, and North China, 1932–1945,"in Duus, Myers, and  Peattie, eds., The Japanese
Wartime Empire, 1931-1945 1996: Princeton, 136–170. See Lincoln Li.

__________.  “Japanese Imperialism in Manchuria: The South Manchuria Railway Company,
1906–1933.” In Peter Duus, Ramon H. Myers, and Mark R. Peattie, eds., The Japanese
Informal Empire in China, 1895–1937. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1989.
101–132.

Ogata, Sadako N., Defiance in Manchuria. The Making of Japanese Foreign Policy, 1931-1932.
1964: California. Another view on the Manchurian Incident. Dr. Ogata is today the U.N.
High Commissioner on Refugees.

Peattie, Mark R., Ishiwara Kanji and Japan's Confrontation with the West. Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1974. Biography of the officer instrumental in the seizure of Manchuria.
Perhaps the best general survey of the place of the region in Japanese military-strategic
thinking.

__________. “Japanese Treaty Port Settlements in China, 1895–1937.” In Peter Duus, Ramon H.
Myers, and Mark R. Peattie, eds., The Japanese Informal Empire in China, 1895–1937.
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1989. 166–209.



The China War: An English Reading List 18 T. F. Cook

Seki, Hiroharu, “The Manchurian Incident, 1931.” In James William Morley, ed., Japan Erupts:
The London Naval Conference and the Manchurian Incident, 1928-1932.  New York:
Columbia University Press, 1984.139–230.  Introduction by Marius B. Jansen, 121–138.

Shimada, Toshihiko, “The Extension of Hostilities, 1931–1932.” In James William Morley, ed.,
Japan Erupts: The London Naval Conference and the Manchurian Incident, 1928-1932.
New York: Columbia University Press, 1984.241–336.  Introduction by Akira Iriye,
233–240.

Yoshihashi Takehiko, Conspiracy at Mukden. The Rise of the Japanese Military. New Haven:
Yale University Press, 1963. Origins in Manchuria in 1931.

Young, A. Morgan, Imperial Japan 1926–1938. New York: William Morrow, 1938. Interesting
coverage of this era, especially in Mongolia and Inner Mongolia and China.

Young, Louise, Japan’s Total Empire. Manchuria and the Culture of Wartime Imperialism.
Berkeley: University of California Press, 1997. Brilliant treatment of “Manchukuo” in the
Japanese mind.

__________. "Imagined Empire: The Cultural Construction of Manchukuo.” In Duus, Myers, and
Peattie, eds., The Japanese Wartime Empire, 1931-1945.  Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1996. 71-96.

THE " GREATER EAST ASIA CO-PROSPERITY SPHERE"
Myers, Ramon H., and Mark R. Peattie, eds., The Japanese Colonial Empire, 1895–1945.

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1984. Taiwan, Korea, and the Pacific Islands as
formal empire. The ideas behind Japanese colonial administration are treated especially well
in articles by Peattie, Ho, Mizoguchi, Myers, and Gunn.

Duus, Peter, Ramon H. Myers, and Mark R. Peattie, eds., The Japanese Informal Empire in
China, 1895–1937. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1989. The book contains many
fine articles directly linked to a study of the China War.

Cook, Haruko Taya,  “Japan’s War in Living Memory and Beyond.” In Remco Raben, ed.,
Representing the Japanese Occupation of Indonesia. Personal Testimonies and Public
Memories in Indonesia, Japan, and the Netherlands. Amsterdam: Netherlands Institute for
War Documentation, 1999. 38-54.

Duus, Peter, Ramon H. Myers, and Mark R. Peattie, eds., The Japanese Wartime Empire, 1931-
1945.  Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1996. Powerful collection of articles
extending the authors' earlier efforts on Japanese colonialism and empire building.

Duus, Peter, "Japan's Wartime Empire: Problems and Issues.” In Peter Duus, Myers, and  Peattie,
eds., The Japanese Wartime Empire, 1931-1945. .  Princeton: Princeton University Press,
1996, xi-xlvii.

Eckert, Carter, J., "Total War, Industrialization, and Social Change in Late Colonial Korea.” In
Duus, Myers, Peattie, eds., Japanese Wartime Empire, 1931-1945. 1996: Princeton, 3-39.

Feuerwerker, Albert, “Japanese Imperialism in China. A Commentary,” In Peter Duus, Ramon H.
Myers, and Mark R. Peattie, eds., The Japanese Informal Empire in China, 1895–1937.
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1989. 431-438.

Jones, F. C., Japan's New Order in East Asia, 1937-1945. 1954: Oxford. Classic study of the
apparatus of Empire.

Lebra, Joyce C., ed., Japan's Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity  Sphere in World War II. Selected
Readings and Documents. Vital collection of primary sources. 1975: Oxford.

Nakamura, Takafusa, "The Yen Bloc, 1931–1941.” In Duus, Myers, and  Peattie, eds., The
Japanese Wartime Empire, 1931-1945. 1996: Princeton, 171–188.

Peattie, Mark R.,      Nan       ’       y    o: The Rise and Fall of the Japanese in Micronesia, 1885-1945. 1988:
Hawaii. Definitive and fascinating.

Weiner, Michael, Race and Migration in Imperial Japan. 1994: Routledge. Korean immigration
before and during the war.

DIPLOMACY AND THE CHINA WAR ON THE ROAD TO THE PACIFIC WAR
Barnhart, Michael A., Japan Prepares for Total War. The Search for Economic Security, 1919-

1941. 1987: Cornell. Getting ready for the conflict. Updates Crowley (below).



The China War: An English Reading List 19 T. F. Cook

Best, Anthony, Britain, Japan, and Pearl Harbor. Avoiding War in East Asia, 1936–1941.
London: Routledge, 1995. Up-to-date look at the record. Nice contrast to Lee below.

Borg, Dorothy, and Shumpei Okamoto, eds., Pearl Harbor as History: Japanese-American
Relations, 1931-1941. New York: Columbia University, 1973. Key collection of paired
articles, U.S.—Japan.  No China here.

Borg, Dorothy, The Far Eastern Crisis, 1931-1938 From the Manchurian Incident Through the
Initial Stages of the Undeclared Sino-Japanese War. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard, 1964. A
solid, standard.

Conroy, Hilary and Harry Wray, eds., Pearl Harbor Reexamined: Prologue to the Pacific War.
1990: University of Hawaii.

Crowley, James, Japan's Quest for Autonomy; National Security and Foreign Policy, 1930-1938.
1968: Princeton University Press.

Day, David, The Great Betrayal: Britain, Australia & the Onset of the Pacific War, 1939-42. New
York: Norton, 1988.

Feis, Herbert, The Road to Pearl Harbor.  1954 classic that defined the term.
Goldstein, Erik and Maurer, John, eds., The Washington Conference, 1921–22. Naval Rivalry,

East Asian Stability and the Road to Pearl Harbor. 1994: Frank Cass.  See especially articles
by Asada Sadao, David Armstrong, William R. Braisted, Thomas H. Buckley.

Ike, Nobutake, The Japanese Decision for War. Records of the 1941 Policy Conferences.
Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1967. It is here we can see the decisions set down.
Essential to any understanding of Japanese decision-making process, warts and all.

Iriye, Akira, Pacific Estrangement; Japanese and American Expansion, 1897-1911. 1972:
Harvard. Looking back beyond the obvious to the early turning points.

__________, The Origins of the Second World War in Asia and the Pacific. 1987: Longman.
Short, pithy treatment.

__________, ed., Mutual Images. Essays in American-Japanese Relations. 1975: Harvard.
__________, Power and Culture. The Japanese-American War 1941-1945. 1981: Harvard. US-

Japan relations from war to peace from two perspectives.
__________, Pearl Harbor and the Coming of the Pacific War. A Brief History with Documents

and Essays. Bedford/St.Martin’s, 1999.
Lee, Bradford A., Britain and the Sino-Japanese War, 1937-1941. Stanford: Stanford University

Press, 1973. Solid look at the way these nations came to war.
Marshall, Jonathan, To Have and Have Not: Southeast Asian Raw Materials and the Origins of the

Pacific War. 1995: California.  Follow the money, and the resources! Compare to Barnhart.
Marder, Arthur, Old Friends, New Enemies:  The Royal Navy and the Imperial Japanese

Navy—Strategic Illusions, 1936-1941. 1982: Oxford University. Vol.1 of study incomplete
at death. Essential to an understanding of Anglo-Japanese rivalry in China and the break.

__________, Old Friends, New Enemies:  The Royal Navy and the Imperial Japanese
Navy—Strategic Illusions, 1942-1945. Completion of the work.

Morley, James William, ed., Japan's Road to the Pacific War. Translations from the 1961
Japanese classic series Taiheiyô sensô e no michi from Columbia University Press:

a. Japan Erupts: The London Naval Conference and the Manchurian Incident, 1928-1932.
1984.

b. The China Quagmire: Japan's Expansion on the Asian Continent 1933-1941. 1983.
c. Deterrent Diplomacy. Japan, German, and the USSR, 1935-1940. 1976.
d. The Fateful Choice: Japan's Advance into Southeast Asia, 1939-1941. 1980.
e. Japan's Road to the Pacific War: The Final Confrontation. 1994. Titus completes the set!

Maxon, Yale Candee, Control of Japanese Foreign Policy. A Study of Civil-Military Rivalry,
1930-1945. 1957: University of California Press. Classic study of militarist foreign policy.

Pelz, Stephen E., Race to Pearl Harbor. The Failure of the Second London Naval Conference and
the Onset of World War II. 1974: Harvard. The naval race to disaster.

Pritchard, R. John, Far Eastern Influences Upon British Strategy Towards the Great Powers,
1937–1939. New York: Garland, 1987.  LSE Ph.D thesis 1979.

Shaeffer, Ralph K., ed., Toward Pearl Harbor. The Diplomatic Interchange between Japan and the
United States, 1899–1941. 1991: Markus Weiner. Critical documents.



The China War: An English Reading List 20 T. F. Cook

Sun, Youli, China and the Origins of the Pacific War. New York: St. Martin's Press, 1993 Strong
history of the Chinese dimension of the road to War. Excellent.

Thorne, Christopher,  Allies of a Kind: The United States and the War Against Japan 1941-1945.
A look at the Anglo-American perspective on the Pacific/Southeast Asian conflict.

__________, The Issue of War: States, Societies, and the Far Eastern Conflict of 1941-1945.
New York: Oxford University Press, 1985.

Thorne, Christopher,   The Limits of Foreign Policy. The West, the League and the Far Eastern
Crisis of 1931-1933. New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1971. A critical examination of the
diplomatic history of the Western reactions to events in Manchuria and Shanghai.

Willmott, H. P., Empires in the Balance. Japanese and Allied Pacific Strategies to April 1942.
Annapolis:  U.S. Naval Institute, 1982.  Appraisal of Japanese strategy and refreshing
assessment of Allied thinking. Draws heavily on Kirby's The War with Japan, hard to get
British official history.

Willmott, H. P.,  The Barrier and the Javelin. Japanese and Allied Pacific Strategies February to
June 1942. Annapolis:  U.S. Naval Institute, 1983.

Utley, Jonathan, Going to War with Japan 1937-1941. 1985: Tennessee. U.S. policy.

GERMANY AND JAPAN AND CHINA
Bloch, Kurt, German Interests and Policies in the Far East. 1939: Institute of Pacific Relations.
Boyd, Carl, The Extraordinary Envoy: General Hiroshi Ôshima and Diplomacy in the Third Reich,

1934–1939. 1980: University Press of America.
__________, Hitler's Japanese Confidant: General Ôshima Hiroshi and Magic Intelligence,

1941–1945. 1993: University Press of Kansas.
Fox, John P., Germany and the Far Eastern Crisis, 1931-1938. A Study in Diplomacy and

Ideology. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1982.
Gann, L. H., "Reflections on the Japanese and German Empires of World War II.” In Duus et al,

eds., The Japanese Wartime Empire, 1931-1945 1996: Princeton, 335–362.
Hauner, Milan, India in Axis Strategy: Germany, Japan, and Indian Nationalists in the Second

World War. 1981: Klett-Cotta.
Ikle, Frank W., "Japan's Policies Toward Germany.” In J. W. Morley, ed., Japan's Foreign

Policy. 1974: Columbia, 265-339.
__________, German–Japanese Relations, 1936–1940: A Study of Totalitarian Diplomacy. 1956:

Bookman Associates.
Kirby, William. Germany and Republican China. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1984.
Liu, James T.C., "German Mediation in the Sino-Japanese War, 1937-38," Far Eastern Quarterly.

8.2 (1949), 157-171.
Meskill, Johanna Menzel, Hitler and Japan: The Hollow Alliance. London: Atherton, 1966.
Morley, James W., ed., Deterrent Diplomacy: Japan, Germany and the U.S.S.R., 1935-1940.

1976: Columbia University Press.  Ôhata Tokushirô on the "Anti-Comintern Pact" and
Hosoya Chihiro on "The Tripartite Pact."

Presseisen, Ernst L.,  Germany and Japan: A Study in Totalitarian Diplomacy, 1933-1941. 1958:
Martinus Nijhoff.

Rahn, Werner. “Japan and Germany, 1941–1943: No Common Objective, No Common Plans,
No Basis of Trust.” Naval War College Review 46:3 (Summer 1993): 47-68.

Schroeder, Paul W., The Axis Alliance and Japanese-American Relations, 1941. 1958: Cornell.
Seps, J. Bernard. “German Military Advisors and Chiang Kai-shek, 1927–1938.” Ph.D diss.,

University of California, 1972.
Trefousse, H. L., "Germany and Pearl Harbor,"  Far Eastern Quarterly. 11.1 (1951), 35-50.

USSR, JAPAN, AND WAR
Morley, James W., ed., Deterrent Diplomacy: Japan, Germany and the U.S.S.R., 1935-1940.

1976: Columbia University Press. Ôhata Tokushirô on the "Anti-Comintern Pact" and Hata
Ikuhiko on "The Japanese-Soviet Confrontation, 1935-1939".

Coox, Alvin D., Nomonhan: The Soviet-Japanese War of 1939. Stanford: Stanford University
Press, 1987. 2 vols. Complete history of the great battle.



The China War: An English Reading List 21 T. F. Cook

Coox, Alvin D., Anatomy of a Small War. Chengkufiang. The Soviet-Japanese Struggle for
Chankugeng/Khansan, 1938. Greenwood, 1977. The border fight at Lake Khasan.

Kikuoka, Michael T., The Changkufeng Incident. A Study in Soviet-Japanese Conflict, 1938.
University Press of America, 1988.

Glantz, Lt. Col. David M., August Storm: The Soviet 1945 Strategic Offensive in Manchuria.
Leavenworth Papers, No. 7. Feb. 1983.

Moore, Harriet, Soviet Far Eastern Diplomacy, 1931-1945. Princeton: Princeton University Press,
1945.

Kutakov, Leonid L., Japanese Foreign Policy on the Eve of the Pacific War: A Soviet View.
Diplomatic Press, 1972.

Lensen, George Alexander, The Strange Neutrality: Soviet-Japanese Rela-tions During the Second
World War, 1941-1945. 1972: Diplomatic Press, 1972.

Haslam, Jonathan, The Soviet Union and the Threat from the East, 1933-41: Moscow, Tokyo, and
the Prelude to the Pacific War. Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1992.

U.S. Department of Defense, The Entry of the Soviet Union Into the War Against Japan: Military
Plans, 1941-1945. Washington, D.C.: Government Publications Office, 1955.

THE JAPANESE AND THE JEWS AT SHANGHAI
Heppner, Ernest G., Shanghai Refuge. A Memoir of the World War II Jewish Ghetto. Lincoln,

Nebr.: University of Nebraska Press, 1995.
Kranzler, David, Japanese, Nazis and Jews: The Jewish Refugee Community of Shanghai, 1938-

1945. New York: Yeshiva University Press, 1976.
__________, "Japanese Policy Toward the Jews, 1938-1941", Japan Interpreter 11.4 (1977),

493-527.
__________, "Restrictions against German–Jewish Refugee Immigration to Shanghai in 1939",

Jewish Social Studies 36 (January 1974).
Tokayer, Marvin & May Swartz, The Fugu Plan; The Untold Story of the Japanese and the Jews

During World War II. New York: The Paddington Press, 1979.
Levine, Hillel, In Search of Sugihara: The Elusive Japanese Diplomat Who Risked His Life to

Rescue 10,000 Jews from the Holocaust. New York: The Free Press, 1996. A story from
Europe with an Asian twist.

OBSERVERS AND PARTICIPANTS
Craigie, Sir Robert, Behind the Japanese Mask. 1942: Hutchinson & Co. His Majesty's

Ambassador to Japan 1937–1942 tells his version of events.
Grew, Joseph, Ten Years in Japan. 1942 record of America's ambassador in Tokyo. Britain's

ambassador Craigie has a book too.
Guillain, Robert, I Saw Tokyo Burning. 1970s rewrite of author's wartime experiences as a pro-

Vichy French journalist in Japan. A lot less frank than the original on political matters.
Kennedy, Malcolm  (Capt.), The Problem of Japan. London: Nisbet & Co., 1935. Important

military observer looks at Japan’s place in the world.
Kido, Kôichi, The Diary of Marquis Kido, 1931-1945: Selected Translations into English. 1984:

University Publications of America.  Hirohito's key aide's "diary."
Kiyosawa Kiyoshi, [Eugene Soviak, ed. & Eugene Soviak and Kamiyama Tamie, trans.], A Diary

of Darkness. The Wartime Diary of Kiyosawa Kiyoshi. Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1999.  Key primary observation available in English at last.

Moore, Frederick, With Japan's Leaders. An Intimate Record of Fourteen Years as Counsellor to
the Japanese Government, Ending December 7, 1941. New York: Charles Scribner's
Sons, 1942.

Piggott, Major-General F. S. G., C.B., D.S.O, Broken Thread. An Autobiography  Aldershot:
Gale & Polden, Ltd., 1950.

Shigemitsu, Mamoru, Japan and her Destiny. My Struggle for Peace. London:  Hutchinson, 1958.
Japanese diplomat, convicted at Tokyo Trial, tells his story.

Sugihara, Seishiro, Japanese Perspectives on Pearl Harbor. A Critical Review of Japanese Reports
on the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Pearl Harbor Attack. 1995: Asian Research Service.



The China War: An English Reading List 22 T. F. Cook

Ugaki Motome, Admiral, Fading Victory. The Diary of Admiral Matome Ugaki 1941–1945.
[trans. Chihaya Masataka] Pittsburgh: Pittsburgh, 1991. Critical, and rare, record of
Admiral Ugaki's war. Essential document..

Waldron, Arthur, ed., How the Peace Was Lost: The 1935 Memorandum "Developments
Affecting American Policy in the Far East," Prepared for the State Department by John Van
Antwerp MacMurray. 1991: Hoover Institution Press.


