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My eyes have gazed upon the empire’s vast expanse,

And my heart has absorbed the landscape’s peculiarities.

But Guizhou, far from well-traveled roads, is a true wilderness.
It is the strangest of all the places I have visited;

Its heights are magnificent and its depths treacherous.

Forgetting the burden of sense and cognition,

I have chanced on a hidden place where my footprints will remain unseen.
To this eerie place my heart and spirit are committed:

I remove vegetation on my way up the winding mountain path

And burn the thorny brush to clear an open hilltop.

Countless peaks are revealed before me here,

And assembled together in front and behind they are awesome.

[ ascend to the highest point to gaze out into the distance,

Sensing how quickly the jagged summits disappear,

Amid the clouds and mist, assuming ten thousand shapes,

And with each image one sees an illusion never grasped in its entirety.

—Qian Bangqi, Other Mountains, ca. 1650



