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Literature
Dr. Sandra Naddaff, Director of Studies
 The Committee on Degrees in Literature is designed to meet the needs of students inter-
ested in the study of literature, literary and cultural theory, and other forms of representation 
in more than one culture or language. The concentration offers these students an individually 
tailored but carefully structured program, centered around a core of special courses and tutori-
als.
 The Literature concentration provides students with the opportunity to explore a number 
of fundamental questions. What is literature? How has it been defi ned, analyzed, and valued? 
Are literary studies restricted to written texts? What tools and methods are used to study related 
forms like oral culture, fi lm, mass cultural media, and visual and performance art? How do the 
defi nitions and functions of these literary and cultural forms change with differing languages, 
contexts, and purposes? The concentration proposes less to answer these questions than to 
investigate them.
 The concentration in Literature considers that knowledge of more than one language and 
one national literature is essential to addressing these comparative questions. In cases where 
a student does not have the necessary linguistic competence at the time of application, we are 
happy to help him or her make arrangements to acquire profi ciency through continued course 
work or summer study. 
 During the sophomore year students participate in a group tutorial. By studying a variety 
of works, drawn from different genres, periods, media, and national literatures, sophomore con-
centrators will be introduced to some of the fundamental questions and techniques of literary 
and cultural interpretation. 
 Junior tutorial allows students to design an individual program of study. During the fall 
term, students explore, with the help of their tutors, possible areas of specialization. At the end 
of the term, they submit a statement defi ning a special topic within literary and cultural studies. 
During the spring term of junior tutorial, they further their knowledge in their special topic and 
write a 20–25 page junior essay. Following the submission of the junior essay, each student 
takes a special fi eld exam consisting of one essay question designed expressly with the student’s 
special fi eld in mind.
 Senior tutorial focuses primarily on thesis preparation. A senior thesis of 45–70 pages is 
required of all concentrators and is due on March 15. Second term of senior tutorial will also 
help students prepare for the senior General Examination. 
 Before the second term of the senior year, if possible, concentrators are required to enroll 
in at least three courses offered by members of the Committee on Degrees in Literature and 
listed or cross-listed under the rubric of Literature in Courses of Instruction. These courses are 
especially designed to pursue theoretical topics in literary and cultural study.
 Admission to the concentration is based on interviews, as well as on academic records and 
non-English language preparation. 
 The concentration supports students in their petitions to study out of residence. Subject 
to the approval of the Director of Studies, students may receive one term of tutorial credit and 
up to three other half-course concentration credits for corresponding course work done outside 
Harvard. However, to ensure that students get the most out of their individualized tutorials, such 
credit will, as a rule, only be extended for work done outside Harvard during the junior year. 
Students must also follow the Faculty procedures for petitioning for this credit.
 Petitions for joint concentrations with other departments or programs will be considered.
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 For information on the secondary fi eld in Literature, please see page 348 of this Handbook 
or the secondary fi elds website (www.secondaryfi elds.fas.harvard.edu/Lit/program-desc-Lit.
htm).

REQUIREMENTS
15 Half-Courses

1.  Required Courses:
a. Literature 97; Literature 98a and 98b; Literature 99a and 99b (see item 2, Tutorials).
b. Three or four half-courses from among the courses listed under Literature in Courses 

of Instruction, including those courses listed under Comparative Literature, and those 
courses cross-listed under Literature. Each of these courses must be passed with a 
grade of B– or above.

c. Three or four half-courses in one non-English literature, each passed with a grade of 
B– or above. If a student takes three courses under Literature (see b above), four non-
English literature courses are required; if a student takes four Literature courses, three 
non-English literature courses are required. Note: A student may petition the Director 
of Studies to take one non-English course at the advanced language level for concen-
tration credit in this category.

d. Three half-courses drawn from a variety of related departments. These may include, 
but are not limited to, English literature; foreign or classical literatures or Folklore and 
Mythology (including additional courses in the literature chosen under 1c above); Phi-
losophy; Visual and Environmental Studies; Studies of Women, Gender, and Sexuality; 
Linguistics; Core offerings under Literature and Arts A and C, as well as appropriate 
Foreign Cultures courses. Students should consult the Director of Studies to determine 
whether a specifi c course will count for concentration credit in this category.

2. Tutorials:
a. Sophomore year: Literature 97. A grade of B– or above is required.
b. Junior year: Literature 98a and 98b. Graded SAT/UNS. 
c. Senior year: Literature 99a and 99b (the writing of the senior thesis). Graded SAT/

UNS. In order for a student to receive a grade of SAT for the fi rst semester of senior 
tutorial, one chapter of the thesis must be submitted by the end of the semester in 
which the thesis work is begun.

3. A junior essay of 5,000-6,250 words is required of all students in the junior year.
4. A senior thesis of 11,250-17,500 words is required of all concentrators in the senior year.
5. General Examination: A three-part written examination, covering the student’s special 

fi eld, general literary problems, and skills in close readings. The special fi eld examination 
is given at the end of the junior year. The other two parts of the General Examination are 
given at the end of the senior year.

6. Study Abroad: Literature encourages study abroad for one semester of the junior year. Stu-
dents who study abroad take only one term of junior tutorial, although they must still com-
plete the junior essay, the special fi eld examination, and 15 total concentration courses.

ADVISING 

 Each Literature concentrator is assigned a tutor who also functions as the student’s adviser. 
In the sophomore year, this tutor is assigned by the Director of Studies, but in following years 
a student may either request a tutor from among the members of the Committee on Degrees in 
Literature and the Literature Tutorial Board; or the student will be assigned a tutor (generally 
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a member of the Tutorial Board) by the Director of Studies according to his or her interests. 
Generally, this tutor changes from year to year as the student’s program and interests change. In 
certain cases, however, a student may request the same tutor for more than one year.
 Literature offers no course designed exclusively for freshmen and fi rst-semester sopho-
mores, although students interested in the program are encouraged to take courses in their fi rst 
three semesters with members of the Committee on Degrees in Literature. Students interested 
in Literature might also wish to take a language course in their language of choice, if they wish 
to improve their foreign language competency. 
 For up-to-date information on advising in Literature, please see the Advising Programs 
Offi ce website: www.fas.harvard.edu/~advising/concentrations/Literature.html.

HOW TO FIND OUT MORE 

 Freshmen interested in fi nding out more about Literature should contact Dr. Sandra Nad-
daff by email (snaddaff@fas.harvard.edu) or should make an appointment to see her during 
offi ce hours by calling 617-495-4186. 
 For general information contact Dr. Sandra Naddaff, Director of Studies; or Ms. Barbara 
Akiba, Department Administrator, at Dana Palmer House, 617-495-4186.

ENROLLMENT STATISTICS
Number of Concentrators as of November

Concentrators 2002 2003 2003 2005 2006

Literature 60 55 53 45 44

Literature + another fi eld 2 1 5 7 3

Another fi eld + Literature 2 1 0 0 3


